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es be amours of Gil Blas aid dam ee Sephora. 


Went accordingly to Xelva;. to 
make reftitution of the three thou-. 
MO fand ducats, which we had ftole 
“a from Samuel Simon: and will freee 
y ly own, that I was tempted on the 
road to convert the money to my 
own ufe, in order to begin my ftew- 
ardfhip under happy aufpices.. This I might have 
done with impunity ; for, had I travelled five or 
fix days, and then returned, as iff had acquitted 


 ‘myfelf of my commiffion, Don Alphonfo and his 
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father would never have fufpeéted my fidelity. 1 
did not yield, hewever, to the terfptation, which 
1 furmounted like a lad of honour: a victory ‘not 
a little commendable in a young fellow, who had 
affociated with great cheats. There are a great 
many, who, though acquainted with honeft people 
only, are not fo fcrupulous; thofe, efpecially, who 
are entrufted with fums which they may keep, with- 
out interefting their reputation. { 
Having made reftitution to the merchant, who 
expected nothing lefs, I réturnedto the caftle* of 


, Leyva, which the count de Polan having left, had 


fet out again for Tolede, with Juliaand Don Fer- 
nand, I found my new mafter ‘more captivated 
than ever with Seraphina, his Seraphina enchanted 
by him, and Don Cefar charmed with the poffeffi- 
on of them both: I endeavoured to gain the friend~- 
Ship of that tender father, and fucceeded: I 
became fteward of the family, regulated every thing 


in it, received money from the farmers, difburféd- “ 


for the expence of houfe-keeping, and had a 
defpotic power overall the fervants. But, con- 
trary to the ufual practice of ftewards, I did not 


abufe my power, Indid not tum away thofe: do-  , | 


meftics who difpleafed me, nor expected that the 
reft thould be entirely devoted to my: will: if they. 
addreffed themfelves direétly to Don Czfar, or hig - 
fon, when they wanted any favour, far froma thwart- 
ing theirintereft, I always fpoke‘in their behalf ; 
befides, the marks ‘of affection which I every mo- 
ment received from my: mafters, infpired, me with 
zeal for their fervice; and I-had nothing but their 
intereftin view: There-was no legerdemain in’ my* 
adminiftration; and I was fach a-fteward as is not’ 
~ = - < While > 
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” ‘While I -enjoyed the happinefs of my cendition, 
Yove, as if «he chal been jealous-of what ‘forture 
dhad done -for me, had a mind that I thould oave 
‘fome -‘faveurs:‘to ‘him alfo ;- and produced in the 
treart of dame Lorenga Sephora, chief waiting- 
weman to Seraphina, a violent inclination for 
mafter Steward. My conquelt (to relate things 
fike a faithful hiftorian) glanced upon'her fiftieth 
year ; -but’a lively-look, an agrecable countenance, 
and two -Ane -eyes, which fhe: knew how to ufe 
to-the beft advantage, might-be faid to make her 
Rill pafs-for the objet of an intrigue. ‘J could have 
withed only for a few rofes in her complexion, for 
the-was ‘extremely pale; a circumftance-which } 
Wid -not fail-to -ateribute to the auéterity of celi- 
bacy. cm oN 2 
The lady ‘pra&ifed upon me a ‘long time, by. 
feoks, .in which her paffion was painted: but in- 
ead of anfwering ‘her glances, 4 at. fir feemed 
fot to perceive ‘her defign; by which behaviour, 
k appeared -to ‘her as a novice in gallantry ; a dif- 
covery that fhe did not diflike. Imagining, there- 
- fpre, that flie ought no longer to confine herfelf ‘to 
the language of the eyes, with a yoong man whom 
fhe believed tefs knowing than he was; during 
the very fir converlation we had ‘together, fhe 
declared her fantiments in form, that I might not 
be ignorant of them for the future. This the per- 
formed like one who shad been. at fchool. She 
feigned to be difconcerted while the fpeke to me, 
and after ‘having freely <xprefied all that ‘he -had 
to fay, hid her face, to make me beliove-the was 
athamed of ‘letting me fee her weaknefs, There 
was no refitting; and thoigh ¥ was determined 
more by vanity. than inclination, I fhewed my.- 
felf very fenfible, Gf her affeRtien:. I oven af- 
: : B 2 fected 
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fc@ed to be_urgent, and aéted the paffionate lover 
fo well, that I attraGted her reproaches. Lorenga 
reproved me, but with fo much gentlenefs, that 
while the recommended -moderation to me, fhe 
feemed not at all forry at my want of it. I fhould 
have puthed things ftill farther, if the beloved ob- 
je@ had not been afraid of giving me a bad opi- 
nion of her virtue, by granting me a victory toe 
cheap. We therefore parted till another occafion g 
Sephora, perfuaded that her falfe refiftance made me 
look upon her as a veftal, and I, elevated with 
the {weet Hiope of bringing the adventure foon to a 
conclufion. ' 

My affairs were in this fituation, when one of 
Don Cefar’s lacquies, told me a piece of news 
which moderated my joy. This young fellow was 
one of thofe curious domeftics, who make it their 
bufine(s to difcover what paffes in the family, As 


he was very affiduous in paying his court to Mme, . 


and regaled me every day with fomething sew 
he came one morning, and told me, that he had 
made 4 pleafant difcovery, which he woukd com- 
municate to me, on condition that I fhould keep 


it fecret; becaufe it regarded: name. Lorenga Se~ - 


phora, whofe refentment (he faid) he was afraid of 
incurring. I was too eager to hear what he 
had to fay, not to promife fecrecy ; but without 


feeming to be in the leaft concerned, I afked him, . 


with all the indifference I could affe&, what the 
difcovery was with which he intended to entertain 


me? . Lorenga, (faid he) every evening, pri- ° 


vately admits into her apartment the furgeon of 
the village, a very: ftout young fellow, and the 
sogue always remains with her a confiderable time.. 
I am willing to believe (added he, with a fatiri- 
cal. fmile) that-this behaviour may be very in. 
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; GIL BLAS. 5 
frocent:;; but you muft allow, that a young man, 
‘who flips fo myfterioufly into a maid’s chamber, 
ives a‘handle to Scandal to be very free with her 
character.” 2 

Although this report gave me as much pain, as 


 a& I had been aétually in love, I took care to cone 


ceal my vexation; {1 even tonftrained myfelf fo 
much, as to laugh at the news that pierced me to 
the very foul. But I jindemmified myfelf for that 
conftramt, as foon as I faw myfelf alone. T 
ourfed, I fwore, :and mufed upon the refolution { 
. thould take. Sometimes, defpifing Lorenga, I pro- 
pofed to abandon her, without even deigning to 
come to an explanation with the coquette; and 
fometimes, imagining that I was bound in honour 
to banifh the furgeon from the houfe, I formed the 
defign of challenging him to fingle combat. This 
daft refolution prevailed: J lay in ambufh towards 
the evening, and fure enough percerved my man 
_ enter with a myfterious air into The apartment of 
my duenna, This was neceffary to Tupport my 
fury :.I went out of the caftle, and pofted my- 
felf on the road by which the gallant muft return ; 
here I waited for him without flinching, and every 
moment the defire-of fighting with him increafed,. 
At’length, my enemy appeared, and I went for- 
wards fore yards like a Drawcanfir; but I don’t 
_know how the devil it happened, Tfound myfelf all 
.of afuddtn feiged, like one of Homer’s heroes, 
with an emotion of fear that arrefted my fteps; 
‘and I food as much confounded as Paris, when he - 
prefented himfelfto fight Menelaus, I began to con- 
fider my man, who feemed ftrong and vigorous’; 
and his {word appeared to be of an exceffive length, 
All this had its effet upon me; neverthelefs, out-of 


ja point of honour, or otherwife, though I sa the 
: danger 
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danger with magnifying eyes; and in fpite of nature, 
which made obftinate efforts to make me defift, J 
had the boldnefs to advance towards the furgeon, 
and unfheath my rapier. 

Surprifed at my aétion, he cried, ‘‘ Whatis the 
matter, Mr. Gil Blas ? what is the meaning of thefe 
demonitrations ? You are pleafed to be merry, J 
fuppofe."* “ No, Mr, Barber, (I replied) you are 
miftaken; I am in a very ferious humour, and 
want to know whether or not you are as brave as 
gallant. You muft not expe& that I will let you 
pofiefs in tranquillity the favours of the Jady whom 
you vifit atthe caftle,’ ‘* By St. Come *! (faid 
the furgeon, burfting intoa loud laygh) here is a 
pleafant adventure. Egad, appearances are very 
deceitiul.””, From thefe words imagining that he 
was as little inclined to fight as I, J became more 
infolent, and faid, “ ‘Friend, that won't pafs g 
don't think thatI will be fatisfied with a fimple 
denial.” “‘ I fee then, (anfwered-he) that I fhalh 
be obliged to fpeak, in order to. prevent the mil 
chief which might happen ta you or me; and 
I mnuft reveal a fecret, although people of our 
profeffion cannot be too difcreet. If Dame Lorenga 
admits me by ftealth into her apartment, it is with 
a view of concealing her diftemper from the fer- 
vants: fhe has an inveterate cancer in her back, 
' which I drefs every evening, This is the caufe of 
the vifits which alarm you; fothat yoy may hence- 
forth keep your heart at eafe. Though (added heh 
if you are not fatisfied with this declaration, but 
abfolutely bent upon coming to points, fpeak the 
word; Iam your man.”’ So faying, he drew his. 
Jong rapier, which made me fhiver; and put bim— 


* St, Come was a phyfician and martyr 5 therefore noe 
improperly invoked by the furgeon. 
fel€ 
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G } L BLAS. A 
if upon his guard. « Enough, (faid I to him, 
fheathing my fword) Iam nota brute, to refufe to 
hear reafon: after what. you have told mie, you” 
are no longer my enemy; let usembrace. AT this 
difeourfe, which thewed him that I was not fuch a 
devil as I at firft appeared to be, he laughed, put 
up his rapier, gave me his hand; and, in fhort, we’ 
parted the beft friends in the- world, 

From that moment; Sephora’ prefented nothing” 
but difagreeable ideas to my imagination : I avoided | 
every opporturfity fhe gave me of converfing with: 
her in‘ private’; and that with fuch care and af- 


‘fetation, that fhe perceived my difguft. Afto- 


nithed at fuch a change, fhe refolved to know the’ 
caufe ; and atlehgth, finding an occafion to fpeak 
with me apart, ‘* Mr. Steward, (faid fhe) pray’ 
tell me, why you avoid the fight of me? ’Tis 
true, I made fome advances, but you made fuitable” 
teturns, Recollect, if you pleafe, the private coh- 
verfation we had together: you was then all fire, 
but now you are allice. What js’ the meaning 
of all this?” This was a very delicate queftion 
for a plain man; confequently, it embatraffed 
me not a littl. I dont remember the anfwer 
which I made; but it difpleafed very much, and ° 
that was enough. ' Sephora, though by her fweet 
modeft air, one would have taken her for a 
lamb, was a véry tygrefs when her wrath prevailed. 
ae | thought (faid the, darting at me a look full 
of fpite and rage) that I did a great deal of honour 
toa little fellow like you, in difcovering to him 
thofe fentiments which noble cavaliers would have’ 
gloried in exciting: but I am juftly punithed for’ 
having unworthity abafed them to a wretched ad-— 
venturer.”” Had fhe ftopped here, I fhould have ™ 
thought myfelf cheaply quit. Her tongue, oS 
acn 
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dient to her fury, honoured me with an hundred 


epithets, every ome more bitter than another, 5B 


ought to have heard them in cold blood, and refleéted,, 
that in difdaining the tcidmph of her virtue, which 


I had attempted, ‘I committed a crime that no. 


woman can forgive. But 1 was too paffionate to 
bear reproaches, at which a fenfible man, in my 
place, would have laughed: and my patience for- 


faking me, ‘“‘ Madam, (faid I) we ought aot to de-— 


fpife any body : if thofe noble cavaliers, of whom. 
you fpeak, had feen your back, I am fure their 
surioGty would have proceeded no farther.”” I had 
no fooner uttered this repartee, than the furious 
duenna gave me the rudeft box on the ear, that ever 
an affronted woman beftowed. I Mid not wait 


for a fecond; but, by a fpeedy flight, avoided . 


a fhower of blows, that. would comalnly have fallen 
upon my carcafe. 


I thanked heaven when I found myfelf extri- . 
ae out of this troublefome affair; and imagined . 


‘J had nothing more to fear, fince the lady. had re- 
venged herfelf. thought that, for herown honour, 
fhe would never mention the adventure: and indeed, 
fifteen days. elapfed before I heard any thing of the 
matter.. I myfelf began to forget it, when I under- 


food that Sephora was ill: I was hwmane enough . 


to be afflicted at the news : I pitied the lady ; and 
believing that, not being able to overcome a paffion 


fo ill requited, fhe had fallen a victim to. her un-. 


happy love; I reflected. with forrow, that I was 
the caufe of her indifpofition, and at leat lamented 


the duenna, if I could net love her. -How much . 


was I mitaken in my opinion! her tendernefe 


changed into hate; and at that time, her whole © 


ftudy was to do me ’mifchief, 
, One 
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One morming being. alone with Don Alphog- 
fo, and obferving that young gentleman penfive 
and fad, I begged in a refpe@tful manner, to 
know the caufe. “* I am chagrined (faid he) to 
find Seraphina weak, ungrateful, and unjuf&. You 
are aftonifhed at this information, (added he, per- 
ceiving that I liftened with furprize) and yet no- 
thing is more true, I don’t know what caufe you 
may have given dame Lorenga to hate you 3 
but you are affuredly become fo odious to her, 
that if you don’t leave the, caftle with the ut- 
moft difpatch, her death, fhe fays, will be inevita- 
ble. You ought not to doubt that Seraphina, 
who has a regard for you, at firft revolted againft 
ahate which fhe could not. gratify, without in- 
juftice and ingratitude. But in fhort, fhe is a 
woman : fhe has a tender affection for Sephora, 
who brought her up; and that governante is.a 
fort of a mother to her, whofe death the would 
reproach herfelf with, if fhe was not weak enough 
to fatisfy. this her defire: as for my part, not- 
withftanding the love that attaches me to Sera- 
phina, 1 fhall never have the bafe complaifance to © 
adhere to her fentiments on. this fubjeQ. | Perith 
all the duennas in Spain, before I, confent to the 
removal of a young man whom I confider more a& 
a brother than a domeftic.”” 

Alphonfo having fpoke thus, I faid to 5 hist 
“ Signior, Iam born to be the fport of forcune : 
¥ thought fhe would have ceafed to perfecute me in 
your houfe, where every thing flattered me with 
quiet and happy days : but how agreeable foever 
my fituation may be, I find I muft give it up.’” 
“ Not at all! (cried the generous fon of Don Cz- 
far) leaye me to make Seraphina hear reafon : it 
fhall never be faid, that you have been facrificed to 

Vou. I, Cc the 


10 The ADVENTURES of 


the caprice of a duenna, to whom too much con-. 
fideration Has been paid in other refpects.”” 

“© Sir, (faid 1) you will only provoke Seraphina, 
in refiiting her will, I- had much rather: retire, 
than by a’ longer ftay in this place, run the rifk of 
breeding any divifion between fuch a happy pair :- 
that would be a misfortune for which I thould ne- 
ver be confoled,”’ | 

Don Alphonfo forbad me to take any fuch refo- 
lution ; and I faw him fo fixed in the defign of 
fupporting me, that Lorenga would undoubtedly have: 
met with a rebuff, if had been minded’ta oppofe 
her. At certain times, being piqued againft the. 
duenna, I4was tempted to expofe her; but when: 
¥ came to confider, that in revealing her fhame, I 
fhould ftals the heart of a poor creature whofe in-- 
difpofition 1 was the occafion of; and that two 
incurable diftempers vifibly conduéted her‘ to the 
grave, my refentment was: changed into compaf-. 
fion ; and I concluded, that fince I was: féch a 
dangerous-mortal, I ought in confcience to re-efta- 
blith, by my retreat, the tranquillity: of: the-caftle. . 
This refolution I executed the very next morning’ 
before day,. without Bidding adieu to my two. 
mafters, left, threugh friendhhip for me, they: 
thould oppofe my: departure. I contented myfelf 
with leaving in my chamber a writing, wherein 
‘was contained an exa@ account of my admini-.- 
fsation, — . 


~ 


CHAP. 


- GIL BLAS. t 


CHAP. Ii. 
"The fate of Gil Blas, after be guitted the caftle of Leyva, 
| and the happy confequence that attended the bad fuccefs 
of bis amours, ome 

_J Was mounted on .a geod horfe of my own, 

with two hundred piftoles in my portmanteau, 
‘the beft part of which I had got by the banditti 
whom we flew, and the fhare of the three thoue 
fand ducats which had been ftolen from Samuel 
Simon ;.for Don Alphonfo, without making me 
reftore what I had fingered, had made :reftitution 
of the whole fum out of his own pocket. Where- 
fore, confidering my effeéts as wealth become law- 
ful, I enjoyed.it without fcruple. I was in pof- 
feffion of a fund therefore, which did not allow 
ame to be much iconcerned for the future, over 
and above the confidence which one of my age al- 
ways has in:his own merit: befides, Toledo pre- 
‘ fented an agreeable afylum.; ford did not at all doube 
that the Count de Polan would be pleafed with an 
opportunity of obliging one of his deliverers with 
a kind reception, and an .apartment in his houfe. 
But this nobleman I looked upon as my -laft re-_ 
feurce, and refolved, before I fhould apply te 
him, to fpend part of my. money in travelling 
through the kingdoms of Murcia and Grenada, 
which I Jonged ,particularly to fee, ‘With this 
-defign, I fet out for Almanfa, whence continuing 
-‘my journey, I went from city to city, as far as 
Grenada, * without meeting with any bad accident. 
Fortune, fatisfied with having played me fo many 


* Greuada, the capital of ‘the kingdom thet bears the 
fame name, is the lasgeft and -moft pleafant city in Spain, 
buile on the banks of the river Barro 3 the feat-of « fa- 
gous univerfity and fee-of an archbifhop. 
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tricks, fecmed willing at length to leave me in quiet = 
but for all that, the was then lratching a great many 
more, as will be feen in the fequel. One of the 
firft perions I met in the ftreets of Grenada, was 
Signior Don Fernand de Leyva, who was, as well 
as Don Alphonio, ton-in-law to the count de Po- 
fan, We were equally furprifed at feeing one an- 
other in that place. ‘* Gil Blas, (cried he) hove 
come you to be in this city 7 What bufinefs brings 
‘you hither?’ €* Signior, (faid ¥) if you are afto~ 
‘nifhed to fee me in this country, you will be 
‘much more fo, when you hear the caufe ef my 
quitting the fervice of Signior Don Cafar and his. 
fon.” Then Frecounted all that had paffed be-. 
tween Sephora and me, without the leaft difguife. - 
He laughed heartily at the adventure; then grow- 
ing. ferious again, *© Friend, (faid he) I offer you | 
‘my mediation in this affair, and will write to my 
fifter-in-law. ‘° By no means, Signor, (faid f, 
interrupting him) pray don’t write; for I did not 
Yeave the caftle of Leyva with any intention to re- 
‘turn. Make, if you pleafe, another ufe of the re- 
gard you have for me ; and if any one of your friends,, 
tras occafion for a fecretary or fteward,, I beg you 
will fpeak to him-in my favour. I “date affure 
you, that yeu thal have no caufe to repent of youn 
Becommendation.’”” ‘* With all my heart, (he re- 
plied) I wilk do what you defire > } am come to 
Grenada to vifit an old aunt who is fick, and F 
fhall ftay here three weeks Ionger; at the end of 
‘which, ¥ fhall fet out in my return te my caftle of 
Lorqui, where I have left Julia. 1 lodge here, (added 
he, fhewing mea houfe about an hundred yards 
from ws) come and call for me fome hours hence ; 
by which time, perhaps, 3 fhall pave difcovered | 


fome fuitable Ee for you,”’ 
And 
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And indeed, at our very next meeting, me Taid, 
‘““ The archbifhop of Grenada, my kinfman and 
friend, wants a young man of letters, polfedfed of 
a good hand, to make fair copies of his writings : 
for he is a great author, has cornpofed a vaft number 
of homilies, and ftudies mere every day, which he 
pronounces with applaufe. As I believe you are 
fuch an one as he wants, T ‘propofed you to him, 
and he has promifed to take you int his fervice. 
Go, and prefent yourfelf to him, in my name ; and 
you may judge, by the reception which you thall 
receive, whether or not I have fpoke ih your behalf.” 

This was juft fuch a place as I defired: where~ 
fore, having dreffed to the beft advantage, in or- 
der to appear before that prelate, I repaired one 
morning to the archbifhop’s palace. Here, was { 
to imitate the authors of romance, I fhould give 
a pompous defcription of this epifcopal palace of | 
Grenada: I would enlarge upon the ftructure of 
the building, extol the richnefs of the furniture, 
defcribe the ftatues and pidtures, .and not {pare the 
reader the leaft tittle.of the ftories they reprefented: 
but I fhall content myfelf With obferving, that it 
equalled the royal palace in magnificence. 

I found in the apartments a croud of ecclefiaf- 
ticks, and gentlemen of the fword, the greateft 
part whereof were the officers of his grace: his 
almoners, his gentlemen, his ufhers, and valets de 
chambre, The laity were, almoft all, fo fuperbly 
dreffed, that one would ‘have taken them for no- 
blemen rather than domeftics, by their haughty 
looks, and affe&tation of being men of corfe- 
quence. While I beheld them, I could not help 
Jaughing, and ridiculing them within myfelf. - 
‘“* Egad, (faid I) thefe people are very happy in 
bearing the yoke of fervitude, without feeling it; 

C3 fer, 
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for, in fhort, if they felt it, I imagine that their 
Behaviour would be lefs affuming, Addreffing: 
myfelf to a grave jolly perfonage, that ftood at 
the door of the archbifhop’s clofet, in order to 
open and fhut it when there was occafion ; I afkecdk 
civilly, if I could not fpeak with his grace. ve Wait, 
(faid he drily) *till his grace cames out to go to 
mafs, and he will give you a moment’s audience 
_ in paffing. ID armed myfelf with patience, and 
endeavoured to enter into converfation with fome 
of the officers; but they began to examine me 
from head to foot, without deigning to {peak one 
fyllable ; and then looking at one another, frag 
with difdain, at the liberty which I had taken, to 
mingle in their difcourfe. I was, I own, quite 
difconcerted at feeing myfelf treated in this man- 
ner by valets; and had fcarce recolleéted myfelf 
from the confufion in which I was, when the clo- 
fet-door opened, and the archbifhop appeared. 
Immediately a profound filence prevailed among 
his officers, who,-all of a fudden, laid afide their 
imfolent carriage, and affumed a refpe@ful look in 
_ prefence of their mafter. This prelate was in his 
fixty and ninth year, pretty much of the make of my - 
uncle the canon Gil Perez; that is, plump and fhorts 
he was very much bandy-legged into the bargain, 
and fo bald, that he had only a fmall tuft of hair re- 
maining on ‘the back part of his head ; for which rea- 
fon, he was obliged to cover his head i in a fine woolen © 
cap with long ears. Jn fpite of all that, I obferved 
in him the air of a man of quality ; doubtlefs, be- 
caufe I knew hith to be one. We common peo- 
ple look upon all your great noblemen with a preé-- 
poficffion that often gives them an air, of great- 
nefs which nature has refufed, 
The 
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The archbifhop immediately advancing towards 
me, afked what I wanted, with a voice full of 
fweetnefs : and I told him, that I was the young 
man of whom Don Fernand de Leyva had fpoke 
to him. He gave me no time to proceed ; but 
cried, “‘ O! you are the perfon then of whem he 
fpoke fo handfomely. I retain you in my fervice : 
you are a valuable aequifition, You may ftay where 
you are.”” So faying, he went out, fupported by 
two ufhers, after having heard fome clergymen, 
who had fomething to communjcate, Scarce was 
he out of the room, when the fame officers who dif- 
dained my converfation, now courted it. They fur- 
rounded me, and with the utmoft complaifance ex- 
preifed their joy at feeing me become a commenfal 
officet of the palace. Having heard what their maf- 
ter faid to me, they had a longing defire to know on 
what footing I was retained : but I was fo malicious as 
to baulk their curiofity, in revenge for their contempt. 

His grace returning in a little time, made me 
follow him into his clofet, that he might talk with 
me in private. I concluded, that his defign in fo 
doing, was to try my underftanding ; and, ac- 
cordingly keptmyfelf on my guard, and was refolved 
to weigh every word before I fhould freak it. He 
firft of all examined me, on what is call’d huma-, 
nity ; and I did not anfwer amifs : he had occafion 
to fee, that I was pretty well acquairted with 
the Greek and Latin authors. He then put me 
upon logic, where I expected him, and found. 
me quite mafter of that fubje&t. ‘‘ Your educa- 
tion {faid he to me, with fome furprize) has not 
been neglefted: let us now fee your hand-wri- 
ting.”” 1 thereupon took out of my pocket’ a 
theet, which I had brought for the purpofe ; and 
the prelate feemed very well pleafed with my per-, 

: 3 formance. 


6 The ADVENTURES of 


formance. “ J am fatisfied with your hand, (cried 
he) and ftill more with your underftanding. I fhall 
thank my nephew Don Fernand for having given 
me fuch ah able young man, whom I look upon as 
a real prefent.”" 

Being interrupted by the arrival of fome noble- 
men of Grenada, who came to dine with the arch- 
bifhop, 1 feft them together, and withdrew among 
the officers, who were quite profufe in their com- 
plaifance to me. I-went to dinner with them at 
the ufual time ; and if they obferved me at table, 


¥ did not fail to examine them alfo. What fagacity 
there is in the exteriors of churchmen! To me. 


they appeared all faints ; fo much was my mind 


over-awed by the place where I was: and I did | 
not fo much as fufpeéct, that there could be any, 


falfe money in the cafe ; as if no fuch thing was 
_ ever feen among the princes of the church. 


’ Being feated by an old valet de chambre, whofe. 


mame was Melchior de 1a Ronda, he took great 
care to help me to the choice bits ; and this at- 


tention which he expreffed for me, infpiring me 
with a refpect for him, he was charmed with my. 
polite behaviour. ‘“ Signior cavalier, (faid he 
foftly to me, after dinner,) I want to have fome. 
private converfation with you.” At the fame. 


time, he carried me to a fart of the palace, where 
no body could overhear us ; and there talked to 
ame in this manner: ‘* Son, from the very firft 
moment in which I faw you, I felt an inclination 
for you: of this J will give you a certain proof, . 


by imparting fomething which may be of great ad- | 


vantage to you, You are here in a family, where 
true and falfe devotees live pell-mell ; fo that it 
will be an infinite time before you can, of yourfelf, 
be acquainted with the ground, But I will {pare 

~ you 
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you fuch a tedjous and difagreeable ftudy, by dif- 


‘covering the charaéters of both; after which, you 


may the more eafily conduct yourfelf. 
1 will begin (added he) with his grace, who is 


_a very pious prelate, inceffantly employed in edi- 


fying and reforming the people, by fermons of his 
own compofition, full of excellent morals. He 
guitted the court about twenty years ago, in order 
to devote himfelf entirely to his zeat for his flock. 

He is a learned man and a great orator, whofe 
fole pleafure confifts in prrachine: and his hearers 
are ravifhed with admiration erhaps there is a 
little vanity in the cafe : but befides that it does 
not belong to man to penetrate the heart ; it would 
be ungrateful in me to inquire into the faults of a 


‘perfon whofe bread I eat. If I was permitted to 


‘difapprove . of any thing in my matter, I would 


blame his feverity, Inftead of making an allowance 


for ecclefiaftical foibles, he punithes them with too 
much rigour : : in particular, he perfecutes, without 
Mercy, ' thofe who, relying on thetr innocence, 
attempt to juftify themfelves in a legal manner, ip 
contempt of his authority. F obferve another 
Fault which is common to him with a great many 
people of quality’: although he loves his dome- 
ftics, he makes no confideration for their fervi- 
ces ; but lets them grow old, without ever think- 
ing of procuring for them fome fmal fettlement, 
If he gives them gratifications fometimes, they owe 
them folety to the goodnefs of fomebody wha has 
fpoken in their behalf: for it would never come 
into his head to provide for them otherwife.” 
' This is what the old valet de chambre told me 
of his mafter ; and he afterwards communicated 
his thoughts of the clergymen with whom we ha 
dined: pictures which but ill agreed with their 
external 


18 » The ADVENTURES of 


‘external deportment., Indeed he did not reprefert 
“them as difhoneft men, but only as bad prietts ; 
excepting fome, however, whofe virtue he very 
‘much extolled. I was no longer at a lofs how to 
-regulate my features among thofe gentlemen : that 
very evening at fupper, I, like them, affumed a 
fage afpet ; a tafk that cofts nothing: fo that we 
mutt not wonder that there are fo many hypocrites 
an the wofld. 
CHAP, Il 
Gil Blas becomes the favourite of the archbifoop, and the 
canal of bis bounty, 


Had been in the afternoon, to fetch my baggage 
and horfe from the inn where I had lodged; af- 
‘ter which I returned to {upper at the palace, where 
‘I found a very handfome chamber, and a down-bed, 
prepared for me. His grace ordered me to be call- 
ed early next morning » and gave me a homily to 
tranfcribe, injoining me to copy it with all pof- 
fible exactnefs. This I performed minutely, with- 
out havimg forgot either accent, point, or comma ; 
fo that the joy he expreffed was mingled with fur- 
prize. ‘* Good heaven! (cried he in a tranfport, 
when he had furveyed all the theets of, my copy) 
was ever any thing feen fo correét? you tran- 
fcribe fo well, that you muft certainly underftand 
grammar. Tell me ingenuoufly, my friend, have 
‘you found nothing that fhocked you in writing it 
over ? Some neglect, perhaps, in the ftile, or im- 
proper term ?”’ “O, Sir, (anfwered I, with an air 
of modefty) I am not learned enough to make 
Critical obfervations ; and if I was, I am perfua- 
ded that the works of your grace would edcape 
my cenfure.” .The prelate {miled at my reply; 
and 
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and though: he {aid nothing, difcovered through all 
his piety, that lie was a.downright author, 

By this kind of flattery, I entirely gained his 
good graces,. became more and more dear to him 
every day ; and’ at length underftood from Don 
Fernand, whio vifited him very often, that I was. 
fo much beloved, I might look upon my fortune. 
as already made. This my mafter himfelf con- 
firmed to me, a little time after, on the following 
occafion, One evening he repeated in his clofet,, 
when I was prefent, with great enthufiafm, an 
homily which he intended to pronounce the next 
day in the cathedral ; and not fatished with atking. 
my opinion of it in general, obliged me to fingle 
out the particular paffages which I moft admired.. 
I had the good luck to mention thofe that he him- 
felf looked upon to be the beft, his own favourite 
morceaus: by which means I paffed,. in his judg- 
ment, for a man who Had a.delicate Knowledge of. 
the true beauties of a work. ‘ This is (cried he) 
what’ is called having tafte and fentiment! Well, 
friend, I’ affure thee thou haft not got Boeotian ears.” 
In a word, he was fo well fatisfied with me, that 
he- pronounced with fome. vivacity, ‘* Gil Blas,. 
henceforth give thyfelf no uneafinefs about. tlhiy for- 
tune : J undertake to make it extremely agreeable :: 
I love thee; and as a proof of my affection, make 
thee my confident.” 

I no feoner heard thefe words, than I' fell ae 
his grace’s feet, quite penetrated with gratitude :. 
I heartily embraced his bandy legs, and looked 
upon myfelf as a man on the high-way to wealth 
and opulence. ‘* Yes, my child, (refumed the arch- 
bithop, whofe difcourfe had Been interrupted by. 
my proftration) thou fhalt be the repofitory of my . 


moft fecret thoughts, Liften with aoa 
what: 
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what I am going to fay: my chief pleafure confifts 
in preaching ; the Lord gives a bleffing to my ho- 


milies: they touch the hearts of finners, make. 


them ferioufly refleét on their condudt, and have 


recourfe to repentance, I have fometimes the fatis-. 


faction to fee a mifer terrified by the images which 
I reprefent to his avarice, open his treafures, and’ 
fquander them with a prodigal hand. I have alfo’ 


tore, as it were, the Epicurean from his pleafures, | 


filled hermitages with the fons of ambitién, and 
confirmed in her duty the wife who has been 
fhaken by the allurements of'a’ feducing lover. 
Thefe converfions, which are frequent, ought of 
themfelves to excite my ftudy: ‘neverthelefs, I 

will confefs my weaknefs ; I propofe to myfelf 
another reward, a reward which the delicacy of my , 
virtue reproaches me with in vain! 1 mean the 
efteem that the world fhews for fine polifhed wri- 
ting. The honour of being reckoned a perfect 
orator has charmed my imagination: my perform- , 
ances are thought equally ftrong and delicate ; but . 
I would of all things, avoid the fault of good au- 


thors who write too long, and retire without fore . 


feiting the leaft tittle of my reputation. Where- 
fore, my dear Gil Blas, (continued the prelate) 


one thing that I exact of thy zeal is, whenever | 


thou fhalt perceive my pen fmack of old age, and 


my genius flag, don’t fail to advertife me of it 3” 


for I don’t tru@ to my own judgment, which may. 
be feduced by felf-love, That obfervation muft | 
proceed from a ditinterefted underftanding, and 
I make choice of thine, which I know is good ; 
refolved to ftand to thy decifion.” Thank 
heaven, Sir, (faid I) that period is far off : be- 
fides, a genius like that of your grace will pre- 


= 


ferve its vigour much betier than any other ; or, | 


Se 
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to fpeak more juftly, willbe always the famé, I look 


‘upon you as another cardinal Ximenes, whofe fupe’» 


rior genius, inftead of being weakened by age, 
feemed to receive new ftrength from it.” ** No 
flattery, friend, (faid he, interrupting me) I know 
Iam liable to fink all at onee: people at my 
age begin to feel infirmities, and the infirmities of 
the body often affect the underftanding. I repeat 
it to thee again, Gil Blas, as foon as thou halt 
judge mine in the leaft impaired, be fure to give me 
notice ; and be not afraid of fpeaking freely and fine 
cerely, "for I thall receive thy advice as a mark of 
thy affeétion. Befides, thy intereft is conctrned 5 
if unhappily for thee, it fhould come to my ear’, 
that the publick fays my difcourfes have no longer 
their wonted force, and that it is high time for me 
to repofe myfelf ; 1 frankly declare, that thou thalt 
lofe my friendthip, as well as the fortune I have 
promifed. Such will be the fruit of thy foolift 
referve.”” 
_ Here my patron left off (peaking, in ordet ts 
hear my reply; which was, a prorhife to _behave 
according to his defire. From that moment he 
toncealed nothing from the, I became his favourite ° 
an event which none of his domefticks, except 
Melchior de 14 Ronda, could perceive without envy, 
It was adiverting {tene to behold the manner id 
which the gentlemen and fquires then lived with 
the confident of his grace: they were not afhamed 
to be guilty of groveling meanneffes, in order to 
captivate my good will. I could farce believe 
they were Spaniards; though I did them good of» 
fices, without being the dupe of their felfith corti 
plaifance. His grace, the archbifhop, at my re- 
queft, exerted himfelf in their favour: to one he 
‘procured a company, and put him in & condition 
Vo, il, BD ti 
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to make a figure in the army. Another he fent 
to Mexico, to take poffeffion of a confiderable poft 
which he had obtained for him; and my - friend 
Melchior, through my means, enjoyed a hand- 
Some gratification, This condefcenfion convinced 
me, that though the prelate did not anticipate peo- 
ple’s defires, he rarely refufed-any favour that was 
afked. | 
_ But what I did for a certain prieft, deferves, in 
my opinion, to be told: one day a licentiate, 
-whofe name was Lewis Garcia, a young man of a 
very good appearance, was prefented to me by our 
fteward; who faid, ** Signior Gil Blas, this hcneft 
_clergyman is oneof my bef friends ; he was chap- 
‘Jain of a nunnery ; and his virtue has not efcaped 
_fcandal: fome people have done him ill offices with 
“his grace, who has fufpended him, and is unhap- 
pily fo much prejudiced againft him, that he will 
liften to no folicitation in his behalf. We have em- 
_ployed, to‘no purpofe, all the perfong of rank in 
.Grenada, to beg that he may be re-eftablifhed ; but 
our matter is quite inflexible.’ 

‘© Gentlemen, (faid 1) you have gone the wrong 
way to work; it would have been better for Mr, 
_Jicentiate if no folicitation had been made; for in 
_their endeavours to ferve him, they have done him 

a manifeft injury, J am well acquainted with his 
grace ; intreatics and recommendations ferve only 
_to aggravate, in his opinion, the fault of an eccle- 
fiaftick. - was but tother day I heard him fay to 
_ himfel? ‘The mere people a prieft, who has been. 
gidiy of irre -gularity, engages to fpeak to mein his 
beholf, the more is the fcandal augmented, and 


My mr HOCH do} exercife.”” ‘© That is un- 
rennaig, (replied the fteward) and my friend 
one "he very ace omnbarratied, if he was not: 
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i ' bleffed with a good hand: happily for bim, he 
writes to admiration ; and, by the help of that 
talent, Keeps himfelf out of difficulties.”” I was 
curious to fee ifthis writing, fo much extolled, was 
much better than my own: and the licentiate, who 
had a fpecimen in his pocket, fhewed me a page 

i] that I admired very much; for ‘it looked like 2 
writing-mafter’s copy. While I confidered this 


; 3 beautiful performance, a thought coming inte’ my 
+ head, I defired Garcias to leave the paper, telling 
, him that I might poffibly make fome ufe of it, that 
re would turn out to his advantage ; that I could not 
i explain myfelf at that time, but would next day 


yr tell him more of the matter; The licentiate, to 
t whom, in all probability, the fteward had made 
: an elogium of my genius, withdrew as much {a- 
a tisfied, asif he had been already re-inftated in his 
office. I was truly defirous that he might be fo; 
; and that fame day, laboured for him in the fol- 
f lowing manner: being alone with the archbifhop, 
I thewed him the writing of Garcias, with which 
My patron feemed quite charmed: then, layin 
hold of the opportunity, ‘* Sir, (faid I to hi my 
fince you won’t caufe your homilies to be printed, 
I with they were at leaft written in this hand.”° 
“* I am fatisfied with thine, (anfwered the prelate) 
but I own I fhould not be forry to have a copy | 
of my works in that hand.” “ Your grace (I 
replied) has nothing to do but {peak : the man who 
paints fo well is a licentiate of my acquaintance, 
who will be ravifhed to do that fervice for you 3 
the more, becaufe by thefe means he may intereft 
your goodnefs, in extricating him from the melan- 
choly fituation in which he has ‘the mistorbane to be 


at prefent.”’ ; 
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The prelate did not fail to afk the name of the 
jicentiate : upon which I faid, ‘‘ He is called Lewis 
Garcias, and isin ce(pair on account of having 
incurred your difpleafure.”? ‘ That Garcias (faid 
he, interrupting me) was, if I am not miftaken, 
¢haplain to a convent Of nuns, and lies under the 
genfure of the church: 1 remember fome informa- 
tions that I received againft him: his morals are 
but indifferent.” ‘* Sir, (faid J, interrupting him 
in my turn) I will not undertake to jutify him ; but 
J Know he has enemies; and. pretends, that the 
authors of thofe informatiens which you have feen, 
Were more bent upen doing him ill offices, than 
on telling the truth,” ‘© That may be, (replied the 
archbifhop) there are abundance of very dangerou 
difpofitions in this world. Befides, granting that 
his conduct has not been always irreproachable, 
he may have repented of his mifvehaviour ; and 
in fhort, there is mercy for every tranfgreffion. 
Bring the licentiate hither, I take off his fufpenfion,”* 

Thus it is, that the moft fevere men abate of 
their feverity, when more dear felf-intereft is con- 
cerned, The archbifhop granted, without diffi. 
culty, to the vain pleafure of having his works well 
writ, that which he had refufed to the moft power- 
ful folicitations. . | carried the news immediately 
to the fteward, who imparted them to his friend 
Garcias, who the very next day, coming to make 
‘an acknowledgment of thanks fuitable to the fa- 
vour obtained, I prefented himto my matter, who 
contented himfelf with reprimanding him flightly, 
and gave him the homilies to tranfcribe. Garcias 
acquitted himfelf fo well, that he was re-efta- 
blithed ig his miniftry, and even obtained the iving 
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of Gabia, a large market-town in the neighbourhood — 
cf Grenada. 


CHAP, IV. 
The archbifbop is feixed with a fit of the apoplexy. The 
dilemma in which Gil Blas found bimfelf, and the 
method be took to be extricated. ' 


’ 
o 


HILE I! thus beftowed my fervices on- 
different people, Don F ernand being about 
‘to leave Grenada, I vifited that nobleman before . 
his departure, in order to thank him anew, for the 
excellent poft which he had procured for me. I 
appeared to him fo well fatisfied with my condi- 
tion, that he faid, “‘ My dear Gil Blas, I am ra-. 
vithed to find thee fo well pleafed with my uncle. 
the archbithop.” ‘ I am charmed with him, (1, 
replied) and fhall never be able to thew myfelf 
gratefal enongh for his generofity to.me. Nothing 
lefs could have confoled me for the lofs of Don. 
Cefar and his fon."? “ Tam perfuaded (anfwered 
he) that they are both extremely mortified at your, 
abfence ; but, perhaps, you are not feparated for 
ever: fortune may one day bring you together 
again.” Melted by thefe words, I fighed, | and. 
found at that inftant my love for Don Alphonfo fo 
great, that I would willingly have abandoned the 
archbifhop, with all the agreeable hopes he had 
given me, to return to the caftle of Leyva, if the 
-_obftacle that banifhed . mé. from it had been. re- 
moved, Don Fernand perceived the emotions of 
my foul, which pleafed him fo much, that he em- 


braced me with affection, and affured me that his 
whole family. would. always bear @ part in my 
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Two months after this gentleman's depart ure, in 
the very zenith of my favour, we had a hot alarnr 
in the epifcopal palace : the archbifhop was feized 
with a fit of the apoplexy ; he was, however, fuc- 


coured immediately, and fuch falutary medicines © 


adminiftred, that in a few days his health was re- 

eftablifhed , but his underftanding had received a 
rude fhock, which J plainly perceived in the very 
mext difcourfe which he compofed. I did not, 
however, find the difference between this and the 


reft fo fenfible, ‘as to make me conclede that the: 
orator began to flag ; and waited for another ho-. 


mily te fix my refolution, This indeed was quite . 
decifive; fometimes the good old prelate repeated 
the fame thing over and over; fometimes rofe too 


high, or funk too low: it wasa vague difcgurfe, _ 


the rhetorick of an old- profeffor, a meer eepnces: 
nade ¥, 
‘ Iwas not the only ‘perfon who took notice of 
this: the greateft part of the audience when he 
pronounced it, asif they had been alfo hired to 
examine it, faid foftly to one another, ‘* This fer- 
mon fmell$ ftrong of the apoplexy.’’ ‘* Come, 
mafter homily-critick, (faid I then to myfelf) pre- 
pare to do your office 1 you fee that his grace begins 
to fail: itis your duty to give him notice of it, 
. HOt only as the depofitory of his thoughts, but like-= 
wife, left fome one of his friends fhould be free 
enough with him to prevent you: in that cafe you 
know what would happen ; 3 your name would be 
erafed from his laft will, in which there is, doubtlefs, 
a better legacy provided for you, ten ne uprary 
of the licentiate Sedillo. 
- ® Capucinade. A farcafm on the Cadbaeins of the 
eapachine, which are not reourkable for cosre€tnefs of 
compoftion, _ 
After; 
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After thefe refieCtions, I made others of a quite 
contrary nature. To give the notice in queftion, 
feemed a delicate point.: I imagined that it might 
be ill received by an author like him, conceited of 
his own works ; but rejecting this fuggeftian, I re- 
prefented to myfelf, that he could not poffibly take. 
itamifs, after having exacted it of mein fo preffing 
amanner, Add to this, that I depended upon my 
being able to mention it with addrefs, and make 
him fwallow the pill without relu&ance. In a 
word, finding that I ran a greater rifque in keeping 
filence than in breaking it, I determined to fpeak, 

The only thing that embarraffed me now, was 
how to break the ice. Luckily, the orator hime 
felf extricated me from that difficulty, by atking 
what people faid of him, and if they. were fatisfied 
with his laft difcourfe; -I anfwered, that his ho. 
milies were always admired, but, in my opinion, 
the laft. had not fucceeded fo well as the reft, in 
affecting the ‘audience. ‘‘ How, friend! (replied 
he, with aftonifhment) has it met with any Arif; 
tarchus *?”” “ No, fir, (faid I) by no means: 
fuch works as yours are not to be criticized: évery 
body is charmed with them. Neverthelefs, fince 
you have laid your injunétions upon me to be free 
and fincere, I will take the liberty to tell you, that 
your laft difcourfe in my jadgment, has not alto- 
gether the energy of your other performances. Are 
not you of the fameopinion ?”” 

My mafter grew pale at thefe words; and faid 
with a forced {mile, ‘© Sothens Mr. Gil Blas, this 
piece is not to your tafte?? * I don’t fay fo, 


* Ariftarchus, a great critic in the time of Ptolemy 
ore 


Sir, 
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Sir, cried I, quite difconcerted: I think it excel- 
lent, although a little inferior to your other works,” 
** J underftand you, (he replied) you think I flag, 
don’t you? Come, be plain: you believe it is 
time for me to think of retiring.’’ ‘* I thould not 
have been fo bold (faid I) as to fpeak fo freely, if 
your grace had not commanded me: J dono more, 
therefore, than obey you; and I moft humbly beg 
that you will not be offended at my freedom.”’ 
“¢ God forbid, (cried he with precipitation) God 
forbid that I fhould find fault with it. In fo do- 
ing, I fhould be very unjuft ; I don’t at all take it ill 
that you fpeak your fentiment ; itis your fentiment 
only that I find bad. I have been moft egregioufly 
deceived in your narrow underftanding.”’ 

Though I was difconcerted, I endeavoured to 
find fome mitigation, in order to fet things to rights 
again: but how is it poffible to appeafe an incenfed 
author, oné efpecially who had been accuftomed to 
hear himfelf praifed? ‘* Say no more, my child, 
faid he: you are yet too raw to make proper dif- 
tin@ions. Know, that I never compofed a better 
homily than that which you difapprove: for my 
genius (thank heaven) hath, as yet, loft nothing of 
its vigour. Henceforth I will make a better choice 
of a confident, and keep one of greater ability than 
you. Go, (added he, puthing me by the fhoulders 
out of his clofet) go tell my treafurer to give you an 
hundred ducats, and may heaven condu& you with 
that fum, Adieu, Mr. Gil Blas, I with you all 
manner of profperity, with a little more tafte.”” 
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CHAP, V. 


Whe Pep that Gil Blas took after the archbifbop bad dif 
miffed bim. His accidental meeting with the licenti« 
ate who bad been fe much obliged to bim; with the 


gratitude of that pricf. 


Went out of the clofet, curfing the caprice, or. 

rather weaknefs of the archbifhop, and more 
enraged againft him than afflicted at the lofs of his 
favour. Y-even doubted fame time, if I fhould ga 
and touch my hundred ducats ; but, after mature 
deliberation, I was not fool enough to refufe them, 
I confidered, that this money would not deprive me 
of the right of ridiculing the prelate; in which, I 
was refolved not to be wanting, as often as his 
homilies fhould be brought upon the carpet in my 
prefence. 

I went, therefore, and demanded the hundred 
ducats of the treafurer, without mentioning 2 
fingle word of what had happened between his 
mafter and me; and went afterwards in queft of 
Melchior de la Ronda, to bid him an eternal adieu, 
‘He loved me too much to be infenfible of my 
misfortune, which while I recounted, I perceived 
that grief was printed on his countenance. In 
fpite of all the refpe& he owed the archbithop, 
he could not help blaming his behaviour. But as 
Ifwore in my rage, that the prelate fhould pay 
for it, and that I would make the whole town 
merry at his expence, the fage Melchier faid to 
me, “© Believe me, my dear Gil Blas, you had 
better fupprefs your refentment. People of an 
inferior rank ought always to refpe&t perfons of 
quality, whatever caufe they may have given 


them to complain, There are, I own, fome very 
) mean 


rd 
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mean noblemen, who fearce deferve the leaft con- 
fideration; but as they have -the. power of doing 
mifchief, they are to be feared.” 


I thanked the old valet de chambre e his good- 


advice, which I promifed to obferve. ‘ If you 
go (faid he) to Madrid, you hall vifit Jofeph Na- 
varro, my nephew, who is clerk of the kitchin 


to Signior Don Balthazar de Zuniga, and, I dare - 


fay, 2 young man worthy of your friendfhip, frank, 


brifk, obliging, and forward to ferve his friends: . 


i wifh that he and you may become acquainted. ‘ag 
T anfwered, that I would not fail to wait on this 


Jofeph Navarro, on my firft arrival at Madrid, 


whither I was determined to go. I then quitted 
the archbifhop’ $ palace, with an intent never, to 
fet foot in it again. If I had ftill bee" in pof- 


feffion of my herfe, I fhould have, perhaps, fet out. .~ 


immediately for Toledo; but I had fold him. 


while I was in favour, believing that I fhould . 


have no further occafion for his fervice, I hired 

a furnifhed room, refolving to flay a month at 

Grenada, and then repair to the cquat de Polan, 
As dinner-time approached, I afked of my lands 


lady, if there was not an eating-houfe in the 


neighbourhood; and fhe anfwering, that there: 
was an excellent one a few fteps from her. 
houfe, where there was very good accommoda- 
tion, and a great deal of good company ; I 
made her fhew me the place, and going thither 


a little after, was direéted into a large hall, 
- which bore fome refemblance toa refectory. Ten 


or.twelve people fat at a large.table, covered 
with a dirty cloth, converfing with one another, 
while every one eat his own little portion. My 


mefs was likewife brought, which, at another. 


time, 
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‘time, would, doubtlefs, have made me regret tho. 
table Thad loft: but I wasthen fo much piqued 
againft the archbifhop, that the fcanty allowance 
of my eating-houfe feemed preferable’to the good 
cheer I had enjoyed in his palace. I condemned 
a variety of difhes, and arguing like the doctor of 
Valladolid, Unhappy are thofe, (faid I to myfelf) 
who frequent fuch pernicious tables, where one 
muft continually be on his guard againft fenfuality, 
for fear of overloading his ftomach. Can one eat 
too little? In my ill humour, I praifed thofe 
very aphorifms I had hitherto very much ne- 
giected. 

While Idifpatched my commons, without fear 
of exceeding the bounds of temperance, the licen- 
tiate Lewis Garcias, now become vicar of Gabia, 
in the manner already related, came into the hall. 
He no fooner perceived me, than he came runnin 
to falute me with the utmoft eagernefs, or rather 
with all the expreffions of exceffive joy, He 
hugged me clofe, and I was obliged to undergo a 
very long compliment on the fervice I had done 
him. He fatigued me with his demonftrations of 
gratitude. ‘‘ Fore gad, my dear patron, fince I 
have had the good fortune to meet you here, we 
fhan’t part without a glafs; but as there is no 
good wine in this eating-houfe, I will carry you, 
if you pleafe, after our fcanty repaft, to a place 
where I will treat you with a bottle of fine dry 
Lucena, and a glafs of fine Mufcadine of Foncar- 
rel, We muft certainly commit that debauch. I 
with I had the happinefs of enjoying you a few days 
only, ‘at my parfonage of Gabia. There you fhould 
be received like a generous Mecenas, to whom ( 
owe the quiet and eafy kife I lead,” 

While 


} 
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While he talked to me in this manner his al- 
Yowance was ferved, and he went to work, with- 
‘out ceafing, however, to entertain me, at inter- 
vals, with fomething which he thought would 
Hatter my vanity. J laid hold of this opportunity 
to fpeak in my turn; and as he did not forget to. 
enquire about his friend the fteward, I made no 
myftery of my leaving the archbifhop’s fervice, I 
‘even related to him the moft minute circumftances 
‘of my difgrace, to whith he liftened with great at- 
tention. After what he had faid to me, who would 
not have expected to hear him, penetrated with the . 
‘moft grateful forrow, exclaim againft the arch- 
Difhop ? But this was the fartheft thing from his 
thoughts, He grew indifferent, and penfive, finifh- 
‘ed his dinner without {peaking a word, then rifing 
Yuddenly from table, bid me good b’w'ye, ina cool 
\nanner, and difappeared. The ungrateful wretch, 
eeing me no longer in a condition to ferve him, 
Ypared himfelfeven the trouble of concealing his 
Yentiments, I laughed at his ingratitude, and Icok- 
ing at him with all the contempt he deferyed, called - 
to him aloud, that I might be heard, ‘ Holloa ! 
¥you fage chaplain of nuns, go and give orders to 
‘cool that delicious wine of Lucena, with which you 
have promifed to regale me.” 
CHAP. Vi, 7 
‘Gil Blas goes to feea play at Grenada, His aftonifh- 
. ment at the fight of one of the attreffes ; and the con» 
Sequences of that event. 


2 ARCIAS was no fooner out of the hall, 


. than two well dreffed cavaiters came in and 
Yat down by me: they began to talk of the players 
wf the Grenada company, and of a new comedy 

which 
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which was then on the ftage. This piece, ac- 
cording to their difcourfe, made a great noife in. 
the city ; and I refolved to go and fee it that very 
day ; for I had not been at a play fince my arrival 
at Grenada. As I had almoft all that time lived 
in the archbifhop’s palace, where that diverfion 
was anathematjzed, I had taken care not to indulge 
that pleafure, but amufed myfelf entirely with my 
mafter’s homilies. 

I repair’d, therefore, at the proper time, to the 
play-houfe, where I found a numerous affembly ; 
overheard, all around me, differtations on the 
piece, before it began, and obferved that every 
. body undertook to criticize it. One perfon de- 
clared himfelf for, another againft the perform- 
ance. ‘* Was there ever a work better compofed ?”’ 
faid one on my right. ‘* What a pitiful file!’ 
cried one on my left. Truly, if there are a good 
many bad authors, it muft be allowed there are 
ftill a greater number of wretched critics: and 
when I confider the mortifications that dramatic 
poets mut undergo, I am aftonifhed that there are 
any fo bold, as to brave the ignorance of the mul- 
titude, and the dangerous cenfure of witlings, 
who fometimes corrupt the judgment of the 
_ public, 

At length the Graciofo * prefented himfelf to 
open the fcene. He was faluted, on his firft ap- 
pearance, with a general clap ; ‘by which I per- 
ceived that he was one of thofe fpoiled aétors, in 
whom the pit pardons every thing. And, indeed, 
this player did not fpeak one word, nor perform, 

_one gefture, without attracting applaufe. The au- 
dience made him too fenfible of the pleafure they 


@ A favourite aéior, 
Ver. Il. le £E had 
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had in feeing him on the ftage; and he abufed 
their favour accordingly. I perceived that he fome- 
times forgot himfelf in the middle of a fcene, and 
put their prepoffeffion in his behalf to too fevere a 
hes ; for they would often have done him juftice, 

ad they hiffed inftead of extolling him to the 
fkies, 

There was likewife a clapping of hands at the 
appearance of fome other adlors, and in particular, 
of an aCtrefs, who performed the part of a waiting- 
woman, whom, Having confidered with attention, 
fio terms can exprefs my furprize, when I recol- 
le€ted in her the perfon of Laura, my dear Laura! 
whom I fill believed to be in the fervice of Ar- 
fenia at Madrid. I could not doubt that it was 
fhe; Her fhape, her features, the found of her 
voice, every thing affured me that I was not mif- 
taken. Neverthelefs, as if I had miitrufted the 
evidence of my eyes and ears, I afked her name of 
a cavalier, whofat by me. ‘ Hey! (faid he) ftom 
whence come you? It feems you are juit arrived, 
fince you don’t know the fair Eftella.”’ 

_ The refemblance was too perfect for me to be 
deceived by this difguife : I could eafily conceive, 
that Laura, when fhe changed her condition, had 
alfo altered her name; and curious to know her © 
fituation, for the public is generally pretty well 
acquainted with the affairs of perfons in her {phere, 
I begged to know of the fame man, if this Eftelta, 
had not fome gallant of importance. He anf{wered, 
that a Portugueze nobleman, called the Marquis 
de Martalva, who had been about two months at 
Grenada, was at a confiderable expence on her 
account. He might have told me a great deal 
more, if I had not been afraid of fatiguing him 
with queftions, 1 was more engrofied by the news 
_ Which 
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which this cavalier had told me, than by the re-  . 


prefentation of the play ; and if any body had 
afked the fubject of the piece, when I came out, he 
would have embarraffed me not a little. 1 did 


' pothing but mufé upon Laura, or Eftella, and 


firmly refolved to go and vific her next day ; 
though I was not without anxiety about the re- 
ception I fhould meet with. J had reafon to be- 
lieve, that the fight of me would not yield her 
mach pleafure in this brilliant fituation of her af- 
fajrs ; nay, I imagined that fuch a good a@trefs,-- 
in order to revenge herfelf upon one, with whom 
fhe had certainly caufe to be diffatisfied, would 
probably difclaim his acquaintance. All this did 
not diffuade me from my defign of going. After 
2 flight repaft, (for fuch only my eating-houfe af- 
fozded,} I went home to my’ lodging, where } 
waited impatiently for next day. 

I flept little that night, and got up before the 
fun; but, as I concluded that a ncbleman’s mi- 
firefs would not be v.fible fo early, I fpent three 
or four hours in dreffing, fhaving, powdering, and 
perfuming ; refolving to prefent myfelf before her, 
in fuch a condition, as would give her no caufe to 
biuth at feeing me again. I fallied out about ten 
o’clock, and repaired to her lodging, to which I 
received a direction, at the houfe where the play- 
ers lived. She poffeffed the chief apartment of a 
large houfe; the door of which being opened to 
me, by a chambermaid, I told her, that ¥-wanted 
to fpeak with Dame Eftella, The maid went in 
to fignify my defire, and J immediately heard her 
miftrefs pronounce, with a loud voice, ‘f Who is 
this young man } > What does he want? Let him 
come in.”? By this I concluded, that I had chofen 
an unfeafonable time, for my vifit, that her Portu- 
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gueze lover was at her toilet, and that her reafon 
for {peaking fo loud, was to perfuade him that the 
never reeeived fufpected meflages. My conjeéture 
' was true; the Marquis de Marialva commonly paffed 
the morning in her company ; and I expeé&ted a 
very difagreeable compliment, when this truly ori- 
‘ginal aétrefs feeing me appear, ran to me with 
open arms, crying, “‘ Ah! my dear brother! is it 
you ?”” And, with thefe words, emtraced me fe- 
veral times. Then, turning to her gallant, “* My 
lord, (faid fhe) pardon me for yielding to the force 
of blood in your prefence. After an abfence of 
three years, I cannot behold a brother, whom I 
tenderly love, without giving him fome marks of 
my affection, Well, my dear Gil Blas, (continued 
fl.e, addrefing me anew) tell me fome news of 
_my family : in what condition did you leave it ?”* 
This queftion embaraffed me at firft; but I 
foon difcovered Laura’s intention, and feconding 
her artifice, anfwered, with an air fuited .to the 
_f{cene we had to a&, ‘* Thank heaven, fifter, our 
parents are in good health.’’ ‘‘ I don’tdoubt, (fhe 
replied) that you are attonifhed to find me an 
_actrefs at Grenada ;.but do not condemn me un- 
heard, Three years ago, as you remember, my 
father thought he had fettled me to advantage, by 
giving me in marriage to Captain Don Antonia 
Ceello, who carried me from the Afturias to 
Madrid, where he was born, Six months after 
our arrival in that city, having had an affair of 
honour brought upon him by his own violent hu- 
_mour, he killed a cavalier, who had taken it in 
his head to favour me with fome attention. This 
gentleman being related to perfons of great qua- 
lity and credit, my hufband, who had no intereft, 
fied into Catalonia, with all the money and jewels 
he 
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he could find in the houfe ; embarked at Barcelona, . 
croffed into Italy, engaged in the fervice of the 
Venetians, and at Jatt loft his life in the Morea, 
fighting againft the Turks, In the mean time, our 
landed eftate was confifcated, and I had but a very 
fmall jointure Ieft. What could I do in fucha 
troublefome extremity ? I could not return into 
the Afturias : for what purpofe go thither ? all the 
confolation I fhould have received from my family, 
would have been no more than fympathy and con- 
dolance. On the other hand, I had been too well 
educated to be capable of embracing a life of liber-. 
tinifm. Upon what determination then could I 
fix ? J have turned actrefs to preferve my charac- 
ter.”” 

The Marquis de Marialva, who loft not a word 
of the whole difcourfe, implicitely believed every 
fylable of what Don Antonio’s widow was pleafed 
to utter. He even joined in the converfation, and 
afked if I was in any bu‘inefs at Grenada oy elfe- 
where, I was in fome doubt, at that inftant, 
whether or no I fhould tell a lye; but thinking 
that-unneceflary, I fpoke truth, recounting every 
circumftance of my entering into, and quitting the 
archbifhop’s fervice ; which afforded infinite di- 
verfion to the Portuguefe nobleman. It is true, 
that notwithftanding my promife to Melchior, I 
made myfelf a little merry at the expence of his 
grace. But the moft diverting part of the fcene | 
was, that Laura, who thoyzht I invented a ftory 
in imitation of her, burft out into loud fits of 
laughter, which fhe would have probably fpared, 
had the known that I did nét diffemble. 

Having ended my narration, which I finifhed. 
with the lodging I had hired, word was brought 
that dinner was..on the table, Upon which 
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would have retired, in order to go and dine at my 
eating-houfe ; but Laura, ftopping me, faid, “‘ What 
do you mean, brother! you fthall dine with me : 
and I won’t even fuffer you to live any longer in 4 
-hired room; for J intend yeu fhall both eat and 
lodge in my houfe,. Order your baggage to be 
brought hither this evening, I have a bed to 
{parc,”” 

The Portugueze nobleman, who, perhaps, was 
not very well pleafed with this hofpitality, ad- 
dreffing himfelf to Laura, faid, “ No, Eftefla, you 
have not convenience for him in thefe lodgings. 
Your brether feems to be a pretty young fellow ; 
and the advantage he has in being fo dear to you, 
interefts me in his favour, I will take him into 
my fervice: he fhall be my favourite fecretary, 
and chief confident. Let him not fail tecome and 
fleep at my houfe this very night; for I wifl order 
an apartment to be prepared for the purpofe. I 
will allow him a falary of four hundred ducate ; 
and if, in the fequel, I have caufe, as I hopeI 
thall, to be fatisfied with his behaviour, I will put 
him in a condition to confole himfe!f for being 
too fincere with the archbifhop.’’ 

The acknowledgments which I made to the 
marquis at this juncture, were followed by thofe 
of Laura, who improved upon mine. So faying, 
he faluted his theatrical princefs, and went away. 
She led me immediately into a clofet, where feeing 
herfelf alone with me, ‘‘ I fhould burft, (cried 
fhe) if I was obliged to refift any longer the incli- 
nation I have to laugh.’” Then throwing herfelf 
joto an eafy-chair, and holding her fides, the 
laughed immoderately, as if the had loft her fenfes, 
I found it impoffible not to follow her example, 
and when we had Oras ourfelves fufficiently, 

¢ Con- 
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. Confefs, Gil Blas, (faid fhe) that we have ated 
a pleafant farce: but I did not expe fuch a caja- 
ftrophe ; my defign being no other than to provide 
for you a table and lodging in my houfe; which 
that I might offer with decency, I made thee pafs 
for my brother. Iam ravifhed that fuch 2 good 
poft has occurred to thee by aecident. The Mar- 
quis de Marialva is a generous nobleman, who will 
even exceed his premife in thy favour. Another 
(added he) might not perhaps have given fuch a 
gracieus reception to one who quits his friends \ 
without bidding them farewel: but I am one of 
thofe good creatures, who cannot help feeing_ 
‘again, with pleafure, a rogue whom they have 
once loved.” I candidly acknowledged my impo- 
lite behaviour, for which I afked pardon. She 
then condu&ted me into a very handfome dining- 
‘room, where we fat down at ‘table, and, as a 
waiting-woman and lacquey were prefent, behavéd 
to one another like brother and fifter. — - 

Having dined, we went back to the fame clofet 
where we had converfed together before. There my 
incomparable Laura, giving a loofe to alt her natural 
gaity, demanded an account of all my adventures 
fince our feparation. I madea faithful recital’ of 
the whole ; and when I had gratified her curiofity, 
fhe gave me the fame fatisfaCtion, in recounting . 
the following hiftory of herfelf, 


CHAP. 


40 The ADVENTURES of 


CHAP, VII. 
The Hiffory of Laura. 


‘| am going to relate, as fuccin€tly as I can, by 
what accident I embraced the profeffion of a 
player. 

Great events happened, after you left me in fuch - 
an honourable manner, My miftrefs Arfenia, ra- 
ther tired than difguited with the world, renounced 
the ftage, and carried me with her, to a fine eftate 
which fhe had bought near Zamora, with the price 
of her favours. In this city we foon contracted 
acquaintance, and going thither, frequently, to 
pafs a day or two, came back again, and fhut our- 
felves up in our caftle. | 7 4 
. In one of thefe {mall journies, Don Felix Mal- 
donado, the corregidor’s only fon, faw me by 
accident, and happening to be. pleafed with my 
appearance, fought an opportunity of fpeaking 
with me in private, which, that. I may,conceal 
nothing from thee, I own, was facilitated by my- 
felf. He was acavalier not yet twenty years old, 
- fair as love himfelf, a mere pattern in fhape, and 
Rill more engaging by his gallant and generoys 
behaviour, than by his perfon: for he made me 
an offer of a large bril'iant, which he had on his 

finger, with fuch a good grace, and preffing in- 
treaties, that I could not, for my foul, refufg it. 
I did not poffefs fuch an amiable gallant with in- 
difference. But what madnefs is it in Abigails, to 
attach themfelves to the young heirs of perfons in 
authority ! his father, the moft fevere of all cor- 
tegidors, .informed of our intelligence, made hafte 
‘to prevent the tonfequences of it, and ordered me 
to be apprehended by a troop of alguazils, who 

Care 
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carried me, regardlefs of my cries, to the hofpital 
* of compaffion, There, without any other ferm 
of procefs, thé fuperior ordered me to be ftript of 
my ring and drefs, atid cloathed with a Jong gown 
of grey ferge, girded about me with a ftrap of 
black leather, from whence a rofary of large beads 
hung down to my heels. . This being performed, I 
was conduéted into a hall, where I found an old. 
monk, of an order that I did not know, who fell a 
preaching penitence to me, much in the fame manner 
as Dame Leonarda exhorted thee to patience in 
the cavern. He told me that I was very much 
‘obliged to thofe who caufed me to be fhut up in 
that place, for they had done me infinite férvice, 
in refcuing me from the {nares of the devil. I will 
frankly own my ingratitude: far from thinking 
myfelf beholden to thofe who had done me that 
good office, J loaded them with imprecations. 

Eight days I paffed in affliGting myfelf; but on 
the ninth, (for I counted the very minutes) my 
fate feemed to bear another afpect. Croffing a 
{mall court, I met the fteward of our houfe, a 
perfon who ruled with unlimited fway ; the fu- 
perior herfelf was under his command; and he 
rendered an account of his ftewardfhip to none but 
the corregidor, on whom, alone, he depended, 
and whofe entire confidence he enjoyed, His name 
was Pedro Zendono: he was born in the town of 
Selfedon in Bifcay, being a tall, pale, meagre 
man, whofe figure would have ferved as an ex- 
cellent patterh for the picture of a rank rogue. 
He fcarce feemed to look at the fifters ; and, in 
fhort, thou never faweft fuch an hypocritical face, 
although thou haft lived in an archbifhop’s pa- 
lace. 


® In other words, the houfe of correftion. 
Well, 
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Well then, (faid fhe) I met this Signior Zen- 
dono, who ftopt me, faying, ‘* Daughter, be 
comforted, I am touched with your misfortune.”* 
He faid no more, but went about his bufinefs, 
leaving me to make what commentaries I pleafed 
en fuch a laconictext. As I believed him to bea 
good man, I innocently concluded, that he had 
taken the trouble of examining into the caufe of 


my confinement, and finding ‘me not guilty enough ~ 


to deferve fuch unworthy treatment, was refolved 
to do me a good office with the corregidor. I 
was little acquainted with the Bifcayan, who had 
quite other intentions. He then revolved in his 
mind, the fcheme of a journey, which he imparted 
to me, a few days after, ‘* My dear Laura, (faid 
he) I am fo much affe&ted with your fufferings, 
that Iam refolved to put anendto them immedi- 
ately, In fodoing, I know I fhall embrace my 
own ruins but I am no Jonger matter of myfelf, 
I intend to take you out of prifon to-morrow, 
and conduét you in perfonto Madrid; being re- 
fulved to facrifice every thing to the pleafure of 
being your deliverer.”” Soha 

I was ready to {woon with joy, at thefe words 
of Zendono, who judging, by my acknowledge- 
ments, that I longed for nothing fo much.-as li- 


‘ berty, had the impudence to carry me off next 


day, in fight of every body, by the following 


ftratagem. He told the fuperior, that he had or- 


ders to bring me to the corregidor, who was at a 
pleafure-houfe two leagues from town ; and, with 
the utmoft affurance, made me get into a poit- 
chaife with him, drawn by two good muies, 
which he had bought for the purpofe, and at- 


tended by no other fervants than a valet, who . 


conducted the chaife, and was entirely devoted ta 


the 
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the fteward. We fet out, not for Madrid, as I ima- 
gined, but toward the frontiers of Portugal, wheré 
we arrived, before the corregidor of Zambra could 
get notice of our Right, and fend the beagles of 
jaftice in purfuit of us. 

Before we entered Bragarza, the Bifcayan made 
me put on a fuit of men’s cloaths, which he had 
the precaution to provide ; and now looking upon 
me as fairly embarked with him, faid to me, at 
the inn where we ledged, ‘‘ Fair Laura, be not 
offended with me, for bringing you into Portugal < 
for, the corregidor of Zamora will make fearch for 
us, in our native country, as two criminals, td 
whom Spain ought hot to afford a retreat. But 
{added he) we can fhelter ourfelves from his re- 
Tentrhent in this foreign kingdom, although it be; 
at préfent, under the dominion of the Spanifh mo- 
marcby. Here we fhall, at leaft, be more fecure 
than in our own country. Follow, therefore, a man 
who adores you; and let us fettle at Coimbraj 
where I will become a fpy for the holy office, and 
‘under the fhade of that formidable ‘tribunal, our 
days will fmoothly glide in eafé and pleafure,”’ 

Such a forward propofal gave me to underftand; 
that I had to do with a cavalier, who did not 
chufe to redrefs tlie grievances of damfels, merely 
for the glory of knight-errantry. I perceived that 


_ he depended a good deal upon my gratitude, and 


ftill more upon my diftrefs, Neverthelefs, though 
thefe two confiderations fpoke to me in his behalf, 
I rejected his propofal with difdain. °*Tis true, 
indeed, 1 had two ftrong reafons fof fhewing my- 
Telf fo referved : I difliked his perfon, and diftrufted 
his circumftances. But, when returning to the . 
‘charge, he offered to wed me, as a a asl 
an 
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and fhewéd me that his ftewardfhip had put him 
in a condition to enjoy himfelf for a long time, I 
won't deny that I began to liften to his addreffes, 
I was dazzled by the gold and jewels, which he 
fpread before me, and found, by experience, that 
as many metamorphofes are made by intereft as by 
love. My Bifcayan became, gradually, quite an- 
other man in my eyes: his tall, withered carcafe af- 
fumed the form of a fine fhape; his pale com- 
plexion feemed agreeably fair; and I gave a fa- 
vourable appellation to his hypocritical look. I 
then accepted his hand, without relu€tance, in the 
face of heaven, which he called to witnefs our 
engagement. After this, he fuffered no contras 
diction on my part; we fet out again on our tra- 
vels, and, in a fhort time, Coimbra beheld a new 
family within its walls, 

My hufband purchafed for me, fome handfome 
cloaths adapted to my own fex, and prefented me 


with feveral diamonds, among which I recollected: 


that of Don Felix Maldonado. This difcovery was 
fufficient to make me conceive how all the jewels 
I had feen were acquired, and to perfuade me that 
J had not married a fcrupulous obferver of the 
feventh article of the decalogue. But, confidering 
myfelf as the firft caufe of his dexterity, I forgave 
him in my heart: for a woman will excufe even 
the bad actions which her beauty prompts the men 
to commit ; otherwife, I fhould have thought him 
‘an execrable villain, 

I was pretty well fatisfied with him, for two or 
three months, during which, he behaved ina gal- 
Jant manner, and feemed to love me with great 
tendernefs: neverthelefs, thefe marks of affgction 
were falfe appearances ; for the rogue cheated me 
at lat. One mogning on my return from mafe, 
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I found nothing at home but bare walls: the 
whole furniture, with all my baggage, was carried 
off: Zendono, and his faithful valet, had taken 
their meafures fo well, that in lefs than an hour, 
the general pil'age of the houfe had been begun 
and finifhed, in fuch a manner, that with the 
oaths only which I had on my back, and the 
ring of Don Felix, which was luckily on my fin- 
ger, I faw myfelf abandoned by an ungrateful 
wretch, like another Ariadne. But, I affure thee, 
I did not amufg myfelf with making elegies on my 
misfortunes, I rather thanked heaven for having de- 
livered me from fuch a wretch, who could not fail, 
foon or late, to fall into the hands of juftice ; 
and looked upon the days we had fpent together, 


+ aS fo much loft time, for which I would foon 


make myfelf amends, Had I been defirous of ftay- 
ing in Portugal, and attaching myfelf to fome lady 
of fafhion, I fhould not have wanted a place ; but, 
whether I loved my own country, or was influ- 
enced by the force of deftiny, which prepared a bet- 
ter fortune for me here, I refolved to return to Spain ; 
and applying to a jeweller, who gave me ready 
money for my ring, fet out with an ald Spanifh 
Jady, who was going in a chaife to Seville. 

This perfon, whofe name was Dorothea, had been 
to vifit one of her relations fettled at Coimbra, and 
was on her return to Seville, where fhe lived, There 

CWwas fucgh a fympathy between her difpofition and 
mine, that we became friends the very firft day of 
our journey ; and our mutual affeGtion grew fo ftrong 
on the road, that, on our arrival, the lady would 
fuffer me to lodge no where but in her houfe. 
I had no caufe to repent of my acquaintance ; for 
J never Knew a woman of a better character ; and 

* pne might ftill perceive, by her features, and the 
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fparkling of her eyes, that in her youth many a 
guitarre had been thrummed on her account: imt- 
deed, fhe was the widow of feveral noble hafbands, 
and lived in an honourable manner, on the join- 
tures which the enjoyed. 

~ Among other excellent qualities, the had that 
of being very compaffionate to unfortunate young 
women, When I imparted to her my own ftory, 
fhe entered warmly into my interefts, and beftew- 
ed a thoufand curfes on Zendono. “ What dogs 
thefe men are! (faid fhe, in a tone that made me 
guefs fhe had met with fome fteward in her way) 

erfidious ‘wretches ! 1 know there are fuch villains 
in the world, who divert themfelves in deceiving 
women, What I am pleafed: at, my dear child, 


added fhe) is, that, according to your relation, | 


you are no longet bound to that perjured Bifcayan : 
if your marriage with him was good enough to fe- 
cure your reputation, by way of recompence, it 1s 
alfo bad enough to permit you to contract a better, 
whenever you can find an opportunity.”’ 


I went abroad every day with Dorothea, either . 


to church, or to vifit ; and this being the way to 
meet with fome adventure foon, I attracted the 


notice of feveral cavaliers, who, in order to found 


the bufinefs, made intereft with my old landlady : 


But fome had not wherewithal to make.a good fet- 


tlement, and others were ftill minors ; fo that I 


fad not the leaft defire of liftening to any of them. - 


One day, Dorothea and I took a whim of going to 
fee a play at Seville * ; and upon confulting the bill, 
| we 


% Seville, fitnated on the Guadalaquivir, is the capi- 
fal of Andaloufia, and next to Madrid, the richeft city 
in Spain. It is the feat of an,univerfity, archbifhop, in- 
guifition, and mint. So ancient, thatover one of the 
gates, gs the following infcription, _ «6 Gone 
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we found that the players intended to a&t, La fa- 
moja comedia, el embaxador de Si-mifmo, compoted by 
Lope de Vega Carpio. 

Among the aétreffes who appeared on the ftage, 
I difcovered my old friend Phenicia, that jolly 


merry wench whom thou haft feen, when fhe was 


waiting-maid to Florimonda, and with whom thou 
haft fometimes fupped at Arfenia’s houfe. I knew 


that the had not.been in Madrid for two years be- 


fore, but was ignorant of her being an aétrefs. 
Having an eager defire of embracing her, I found 
the piece very tedious: but this might be the fault 
of the actors, who played either too ill or too well, 
to yield me amufement; for as to me, who ama 
merry creature, I own myfelf as much diverted by . 
a player who is perfe@ly ridiculous, as by one 
who is excellent in his way, 
At length, the moment I waited for being: ar- 
rived, that is, the end of La famofa comedia, my 
widow and I went behind the fcenes, where we 
perceived Phenicia acting the coquet, and liftening 
with affectation to the foft watbling of a young 
bird, which, it feems, had allewed itfelf to be en- 
{nared by her declamation. She no fooner obferv’d 
me, than quitting her admirer with a courteous 
air, fhe came towards me with open arms, and 
loaded me with careffes, We expreffed our mutual _ 
joy in feeing one another again ; but the time and 


** Condidit Alcides, renovavit Julius urbem, 
** Reftituit Chrifto Fernandus tertius hares. 
And fo remarkable for curiofities, as to be the fubject of 
this diflich. 
Qui no havilto Sevilla, 
No havifto mayavilla. — 
The tranflation of which the reader will find on another 
ogcafion, in the fourth. volume. Zs 
; / F3 -. place 


x 43 The ADVENTURES of 


place not permitting us to launch out into a long 
converfation, we deferred it till next day, when we 
might difcourfe together more fully at her lodgings. 
The itch of talking is one of the moft eager 
paffions of women: F could not clofé an eye the 
whole night, fo much did I long to engage Phe- 
nicia, and worry her with queftions upon yueftions. 
God knows, I was not lazy in getting up, to re- 
pair to her lodging, according to the direétion fhe 
had given me. She lived with the whole company 
in a large hired houfe; which when I entered, I 
met a maid-fervant, who, when IJ defired her to 
condu& me to Phenicia’s aparement, fhewed me 
up to.a gaflery, on one fide of which were ten or 
twelve fmall chambers, divided from one another 
by partitions of deal boards only; and poffeffed by 
the joyous band. My guide knocked at a door, 
.wnich Phenicia, whofe tongue itched as well as 
-mmne, came and opened, Scarce did we allow 
ourfelves time to fit, before we began to chatter. 
We had a fevere brufh, and uttered in our tusns 
fo many interrogations, that the queftions and re- 
plies fucceeded one another with furprifing volubility, 
After having: recounted our mutual adventures, 
and seciprocally informed ourfelves of the ftate of 
our affairs, Phenicia afked what I intended to de: 
1 anfwered, that I was refolved (until fomething 
_better fhould caft up) to enter into the fervice of 
fome young lady of quality, ‘* O fy! (cried my 
friend) you joke fure! Is it poffible, my dear, that 
thou art not yet difgufted with fervitude? Art thou 
not tired with feeing thyfelf fubje€&ted to anorher’s 
‘ will, with humouring the caprices of a miftrefs, 
with hearing thyfelf reproached, and in one word, 
with being a flave ? Why wilt thou nat, by my 
example, embrace a theatrical life? Nothing can 
BA naa be 
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be more convenient for people! of fpirit who have 
neither birth nor fortune ; it is a fituation that holds 
the middle place between the nobility and citizens ; 
an unreftri@ed condition, free of that decorum 
which is fo troublefome to fociety. Our revenues 
are payed in ready cafh by the public, which is 
our bank ; we live in continual mirth, and {pend 
our money as we get it. 

The ftage (added fhe) is particularly favourable 
to women: while I lived with Florimonda, (I bluth 
at the remembrance of it,) I was reduced to the 
neceffity of liftening to the cahdle-fnuffers of the 
prince’s company ; not one man of fafhion paid 
the leaft attention to my figure. What was the 
caufe of this unimportance? I was not feen: -the 
fineft pi€ture has not its effect, except in a parti- 
cular light; bute fince I have been placed on my 
proper peftedal, that is, on the ftage, heavens, 
what a change has happened! I fee at my 
heejs the gayeft youth of all thofe towns through 
which we pafs, An aétrefs therefore enjoys a 
great deal of pleafure in her occupation: if the 
is prudent, I mean, if fhe favours one gallant 
only at a time, fhe has all the honour’ imaginable 
paid to her, her chaftity is applauded, and when 
fhe changes her lover, fhe is looked upon as a 
real widow who marries a fecond hufband 3 nay, 
if a widow takes a third, fhe is fpoken of with 
contempt, and faid to have infringed the delicacy 
_ of her fex: whereas the aétrefs feems to be more 
and more regarded, in proportion to the increafe of 
her admirers. After the has gone through an hun- 
dred intrigues, fhe is ftill a morfel for a lord.”” 

“ To whom do you talk in this manner ? (faid 


J, interrupting her) Do you think I am ignorant | 


of thefe advantages ?, I have often reflected on 
F 3 them, 
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them, and they but too much flatter the imagina 
tion of fuch a girl as me: I even feel an inclina- 


tion for the ftage ; but that alone is not fufficient ; - 


talent is abfolutely necefflary, and I have none: 
for when I fometimes attempted to repeat paffages 
of plays before Arfenia, fhe always found fault 
‘with my performance; fo that I was difgufted at 
the profeffion.” $* Thou art eafily difcouraged, 
(replied Phenicia) Doft thou not know that thofe 
great adtreffes are commonly jealous ? They are 
afraid (in fpite of. all their vanity) of being ¢clip- 
fed. Im fhort, E won't take Arfenia’s word for 
thy incapacity ; for the was certainly infincere : 
nay, I affure thee, without flattery, that thou art 
born for the ftage ; thou haft genius, a free and 
graceful carriage, a fweet voice, a good cheft, and 


withal a face! Ah, baggage, how many cavaliers. 


wilt thou charm, if thou turneft a@refs !°” 

She plied me with more fuch feducing difcourfe, 
and made me pronounce fome verfes, that I my- 
telf might judge of my capacity for acting: but 

_ yvhen fhe heard me, it was quite another cafe ; the 
overwhelmed me with applaufe, and preferred me 
to all the aftrefles in Madrid. After this, I fhould 
have been inexcufable, had I doubted my own 
merit. Arfenia ftood impeached, and convi¢ted of 
envy and infincerity ; and I could not help allow- 
ing that I was an admirable fubje&t. Two ators, 
who happened to come in at that inftant, and be- 
fore. whom Phenicia obliged me ta repeat the 

_verfes which I had already recited to her, were 
feized with a kind of extafy ; from which they 
no fooner recolleéted themfelves, than they loaded 
me with praife. In good earneft, had the three 
wagered with one another which of them fhould 


_ applaud 
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applaud me moft, they could not have employed 
more hyperbolical expreffions. My modefty was 
not proof againft fuch elogiums: 1 began to be- 
lieve myfelf of fome value ; and thus my thoughts 
were turned towards the ftage. 

** Come on then, my dear, (faid I to Phenicia) 
the affair is determined: I will follow thy advice, 
and enter in the company, provided they think 
well of it.’ My friend, tranfported with joy at 
thefe words, hugged me in her. arms ; and her 
two comrades feemed no lefs delighted to find me 
in thefe fentiments. We agreed, that next day I 
fhould repair to the theatre in the morning, and 
-before the whole company affembled, thew the 
fame fample of my talent that I had exhibited to. 
them. If I had acquired the good opinion of thofe 
who were at Phenicia’s lodgings, all the actors 
judged of me ftill more: favourably, when I had. 
pronounced about twenty verfes in their prefenice.. 
- They received me very willingly into their company ; 
and then I was wholly engroffed by my firft appear- 
ance, which, that I might render as gay as poffible, 
I employed upon it all the money that remained 
from the fale of my ring ; and though I had. not 
enough to make a fuperb figure, I at leaft found 
means to fupply the want of magnificence, by a 
genteel tafte. in my drefs. 

. At length I appeared on the ftage, for the firft 
time ; and then, what thundering applaufe, what 
elogiums was I favoured with! It is downright 
modefty, my friend, to fay fimply that I ravithed 
the audience ; one muft have been witnefs of the 
noife I made at Seville, to believe it. I became 
the difcourfe of the whole city, which, during three 
weeks, came in crouds to the play-houfe in fuch a. 
manner, that the company, by this uacao Laie 
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called the public, which had begun to defert them. 
J began then in a manner that charmed every 
body: and this was the fame thing as if I had 
advertifed myfelf to be let to the higheft bidder, 
Twenty cavaliers, of all ages, outvied one another 
in their proffers to me; and if I had followed my 


own inclination, I would have chofen him who. 


was young and handfome: but people of our 
ftamp ougkt to confult nothing but their intereft 
and ambition, when a fettlement is depending, 
For this reafon, Don Ambrofio de Nifana, a man 
atready old and ugly, but rich, generous, and one 
of the moft powerful noblemen of Andaloufia, 
had the preference. True, indeed, I made him 


. purchafe my favours at a good price ; he hired for 


me a grand houfe, which he furnifhed in a very 
magnificent manner, gave me an expert cook, two 
lacquies, a chamber-maid, and a thoufand ducats 
for my monthly expence, over and above rich 

cloaths and a pretty large quantity of jewels. 
What a change was this in my fortune! My 
reafon could not fupport it: f appeared to myfelf 
all of a fudden quite another perfon ; and I am 
not furprifed that there are girls who fotget in a 
little time the meannefs and mifery from which 
they are refcued by the caprice of a man of quali- 
ty. I will make a fincere confeffion ; the applaufe 
of the publick, the flattering difcourfe that I heard 
from all quarters, and the paffion of Don Ambro- 
fio, infpired me with fentiments of vanity that a- 
mounted to mere extravagance. I confidered my 
talent as a noble title ; I affumed the airs of a wo- 
man of quality ; and "becoming as covetous as — 
had before been prodigal of my {miles, I refolved 
to limit my profped to dukes, coynts, and mar- 
quiffes only. | 
Signior 
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Signior de Nifana came to fup at my houfe every 
evening with fome of his friends ; and I, on my 
fide, took care to invite the moft engaging of our 
aftreffes + fo that we commonly fpent the beft part 
of the night in drinking and making merry. I ac- 
commodated myfelf mighty well to fuch an agree- 
able life, which, however, lafted but fix months. 
Noblemen are apt to change, otherwife they would 
be too amiable. Don Ambrofio forfook me, for a 
conqueft he had made of a young creature from 
Grenada, who had arrived at Seville with fome 
charms, and the talent of difpofing them to the . 
beft advantage. My affliction at his inconftancy ° 
did not laft, however, longer than four and twenty 
hours, I chofe in his room a cavalier of two and 
twenty, called Don Lewis d’Aleacer, to whom, in 
point of perfon, few Spaniards could be compared. 
Thou wilt, doubtlefs, afk, and thou haft reafon 
fo to do, why I took fuch a young nobleman for. 
my gallant, when I-knew the confequences of fuch 
achoice. But, befides that Don Lewis had nei- 
ther father nor mother, and already enjoyed his 
eftate, I muft tell thee, that thefe confequences are 
not to be dreaded but by girls of a fervile condition, 
or unhappy fhe-adventurers. Women of our pro- 
feffion are privileged perfons, and not at all anfwer- 
able for the effeéts that our charms produce, So much 
the worfe for thofe families whofe heirs we pillage. 

Alcacer and I attached ourfelves fo ftrongly to 
one another, that no mutual paffion, I .believe, 
ever equalled that with which we were inflamed. 
We loved with fo much fury, that one would have 
thought we were both enchanted: and thofe who 
were acquainted with our correfpondence, be- 
Fieved us the moft happy [overs in the world ; 
‘though we were in reality the moft miferable. 
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If Don Lewis had a perfon altogether amiable, he 
was at the fame time fo jealous, that he afflicted 
me inceffantly with unjuft fufpicions. It was in 
vain for me to accommodate myfelf to this weak- 
nefs, to conftrain myfelf fo far as not to look upon 
a man. His diftruft, ingenious in finding out 
crimes to lay to my charge, rendered my caution 
altogether ufelefs, Our moft tender moments were 
always difturbed by quarre!s, which it was impof- 
fible to endure, Both of us loft our patience, and 
we broke in a friendly manner. Would’ft thou 
believe it ? we looked upon the laft day as the 
moft charming of our commerce. Equally fatigued 
with the troubles we had undergone, we expreffed 
the utmoft joy in our mutual adieu, We were 
like two miferable captives, who, after a rude fla+ 
very, at laft recover their freedom. 

Since that adventure, I am always on my guard 
againft love. I will no more contra& attachments 
that may difturb my repofe : it does not become 
thofe of our profeffion to figh like other people ; 
and we ought not ta entertain in private a paffion, 
the ridicule of which we reprefent in publick. 

About this time, I afforded fome employment 
to’fame, which reported every where, that I was 
an inimitable aétrefs. On the affurance of this 
goddefs, the players of Grenada wrote to me, pro- 
pofing that I fhould enter into their company ; and 
to let me know that the propofal was not to be 
rejected, fent me an account of their daily ex- 
ghee and the terms of their offer: from which 

concluded, that it would be for my intereft to 
comply. I accepted it therefore ; though, at bot- 
tom, I was grieved at parting from Phenicia and 
Dorothea, whom I loved as much as one woe 
man: js capable of loving others of her fex. I lef 
the 
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the firft bufy in melting the plate of a little merchant 
goldfmith, who out of vanity, would have an aec- 
trefs for his miftrefs, I forgot to tell thee, that when 
I devoted myfelf to the ftage, I changed, through 
whim, my name from Laura into that of Eftella, 
under which appellation I fet out for Grenada. 

Here my firft appearance was no lefs lucky than 
at Seville, and I faw myfelf at once furrounded 
by admirers : but beihg refolved to favour none 
except in an honourable way, I behaved to them 
with fo much referve, that they were blinded by 
my affected modefty: Neverthelefs, that 1 might 
not be the dupe of a conduét that would be of no 
fervice, and which indeed was not natural to me, 
1 was going to liften to a young judge of the citi- 
zen race, who affumes the nobleman by virtue of 
his office, a fumptuous table and rich equipage, 
when I faw, for the firft time, the Marquis dé 
Marialva. This Portugueze lord, who travels 
threugh Spain out of curiofity, ftopped on his way 
at Grenada; and coming to the play one ‘night, 
when I did not aét, confidered with great atten- 
tion the aétreffes who prefented themfelves, and 
found one to his liking. He made‘an acquaiftance 
with her the very next day, and was ready to con- 
clude the bargain, when I appeared on the ftage. 
My figure, and the airs I gave myfelf, turned the 
weathercock all of a fudden; and my Portuguefe 
attached himfelf to me only. To confefs the truth, 
as I was not ighorant that my comrade had pleafed 
that nobleman, { fpared nothing to deprive her of 
her conqueft ; and J had the good fortune to ac- 
complifh it. I know that fhe bears me a grudge 
for my fuocefs, but 1 could not help doing it ; and 
fhe ought fo confider, it is a thing fo natural 
to women, that the beft friends make no fcruple of 
practifing it on-one another, . CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII, 


The reception which Gil Blas met with from the Players 
_ of Grenada, and bis finding an old acquaintance be- 
hind the feénes, | 


AURA had no fooner finifhed her ftory, than 

an old actrefs, who lived in the neighbour- 
hood, came to take her up in hér way to the play- 
houfe. This venerable ftage-heroine would have 
been very proper for playing the part of the god- 
defs Cotys. My fifter did not fail to prefent her. 
brother to this fuperannuated figure ; upon which, 
4 great many compliments paffed on bath fides, __ 
J left them together, telling the fteward’s wi- 
dow, that I would rejoin her. at the theatre, as 
foon as I ordered my baggage to be carried to the 
Marquis of Marialva’s houfe, to which he gave 
me a direction, I went immediately to my own 
room; from whence, after having fatisfied my 
landlady, I repaired with a. man who carried my 
portmanteau, to a large furnifhed houfe where 
my new matter lodged. I met at the door his 
fteward, who afked me if J was not dame Eftella’s 
brother ; and upon my anfwering in the affirma- 
tive, faid, “ Signior cavalier, you are very wel- 
come: the Marquis of Marialva, whofe fteward 
I have the honour to be, has ordered me to give you 
a handfome reception, There is a chamber pre- 
pared for you ; to which, if you pleafe, 1 will 
fhew you the way.”” So faying, he carried me to 
the top of the houfe, and thewed me into a cham- 
ber fo fmall, that a very narrow bed, a cheft, 
and two chairs quite filled it, This was my apart- 
ment. ‘ You won’t be very much at large in 
this place, faid my guide ; but to make you 
amends, 
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amends, you fhall be lodged in a fuperb manner 
at Lifbon.”’ I locked my portmanteau in my cheft, 
put the key in my pocket, and afked at whar 
hour they fupped. It was anfwered, that the 
Portugueze nobleman kept no table at home, but 
gave a certain monthly flim to each domeftic fot 
his board. I pwt other queftions to him, and 
learned, that the people belonging to the marquis 


were a parcel of happy fluggards. After a fhort. 
_. gonverfation, I left the Reward, .to goin queft of 


Laura,- agreeably engroffed with the prefage I bad 
conceived of my new place, - 

As foon as I arrived at the playhoufe-door,-and 
told that I was Eftella’s brother, 1 was imme. 
diately admitted. You might have feen the guards 
as eager in making a paffage for me, ‘&s if I had 
been one of the moft cenfiderable noblemen of 
Grenada. Ali the fervants and. door-keepers whom 
I met, made me profound bows. But what I with 


I could paint to the reader, was my ferio-comical | 


reception behind the fcenes, where I found ths 
company all drefled, and ready to begin. The 
a@tors and adtreffes to whom Laura prefented me, 
poured ypon me ig fhoals. The men over- 
whelmed me with embraces: and the women, in 
their turns,. applying their painted faces to mine, 
covered it with white and red: each defirous of 
being the firit to make their compliment, they {poke 
all together: it was impoffible for me alone to an- 
‘fwer ; but my fifter came to my affiftatce, and het 
indefatigable i did. not leave me in debt to 
any one, 

The embraces of the aétors and attrefies did not 
' faffice ; for I was alfa abliged to undergo the civi- 
lities of the fcene-painter, the mufic, prompter, 
candle-faufer ang his deputy ; in ae of ali the 
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fervants of the theatre, who, on the report of my 
arrival, came running to behold me. One would 
have thought that all thefe people were foundlings, 
who never had feen a brother before. 

Mean while, the performance began ; and fome. 
gentlemen, who were behind the foenes, ran to 

‘gheir places 3 while I, like a child of the houfe, 
continued to converfe with thofe of the a€tors who 
were not on the ftage. Among thefe, I heard one 
called Melchior: I was ftruck with the name; I 
confidered with attention the perfon who bore it, 
and imagined I had feen him fomewhere. I at 
length recolle&ed him to be Melchior Zapata, that 
poor ftroller, who, as I have obferved in the fir 
volume of my hiftory, foaked crufts of bread in a 
fpring. 

Taking him afide accordingly, ‘* I am miftakeh 
(faid I) if you are not that Signior Melchior, with 
whom I had the honour to breakfaft one day, at 
the fide of a clear fpring between Valladolid and 
Segovia. J was in company with a journeyman 
barber; we had fome provifions in a knapfack, 
which being joined to yours, made up a pretty 
little repaft, which was feafoned with a thoufand 
agreeable fallies.’” .Zapata having mufed fome mi- 
nutes, anfwered, ‘“‘ You mention.a circumftance 
which I recal without difficulty: I was then re- 
turning to Zamora, from having made an unfuc- 
cefsful attempt en the ftage at Madrid: I remem- 
ber too, that I was in very bad circumftances.** 
“* J remember the fame thing (faid I) by this to- 
ken, that you wore a jacket lined with play-bills. 

. You fee I have not forgot it, no more. than that 
you complained at that time of having too chafte 
awite.”’ ‘ Oh! I have no caufe to complain of 

that at prefent, (faid Zapata with precipitation) 
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égad! my goffip is very much reformed in that 
‘ particular ; and therefore my jacket is better line? 
than formerly.” 

I was going to congratulate him on his wife’ 8 
reformation, when he was obliged to leave me, 
in order to. appear upon the ftage. Curious to 
know his fpoufe, I made up to an ator, and de- 
fired he would fhew her to me. This he did ; 
faying, ‘‘ There fhe is; that is Narciffa, the hand- 
fomeft of our ladies, your fifter excepted. I im- 
mediately concluded, that this a@trefs muft be fhe in 
favour of whom the Matquis de Marialva had de- 
clared himfelf, before he had feen Eftella; and my 
conjeCture was but too true.” When’ the play was 
over, I conduéted Laura to her lodging, where I 
perceived feveral cooks preparing a great enter- 
tainment. ‘ Thou mayeft fup here,’’ (faid the.) 
“© I won’t indeed, (faid I) the -marquis, perhaps 
will choofe to be alone with you.” “OO! not at 
all, (the replied) he is to be-here with two of his 
friends and one of our gentlemen ; and it is in thy 
own option to make the fixth, Thou knowelt 
that, in the houfes of actreffes, fecretaries have 
the privilege of eating with their matters.’° 
“© True, (faid I) but it would be a little too early 
for meto put myfelf on the footing of a favourite 
fecretary, I muft firft enjoy his confidence, before 
I can merit that honourable privilege. So: faying, 

Y left her, and repaired to my eating-houfe, which | 
I intended to frequent every day, fince my mafter 
kept no 9 table at home. 
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CHAP. IX. 


Be fupped that evening with an extraordinary man: an 
uecount of what happened between them. 


Gbferved in the hall a kind of old monk cloathed 

in coarfe grey cloth, who was at {upper all 
gione in acorner. Sitting down out of curiofity 
fue oppofite to him, J.faluted him very civilly, and 
Tne thewed himfelf no lefs polite. My pittance 
being brought, I began to difpatch it with a good 
‘deal of appetite ; and while I ate in filence, 1 fre. 
‘quently Jooked at this perfon, ‘whofe eyes I al- 
ways found fixed on mine. Fatigued with his 
ftubborn: perfeverance in looking at me, I addreffed 
him in thefe words: ** Father, have we ever feen 
one another befors 2? You obferve me, as if I was 
not altogether unknown to you,” 

He anfwered with great gravity, ‘* My reafon 
‘fer fixing my eyes upon you, is to admire the pro- 
 digious variety of adventures which are marked in 
“the features of your face.” “I {ce, (faid I, with 

an air of raillery) that yout reverence deals in me- 
topofcopy.”’ “* f may boaft of poffeffing that art, 
‘(replied the monk) and of having made prefages, 
“qwhich have been verified by the event. Iam alfo 
{killed in chiromancy, and will venture to fay, 
that my oracles are infallible, when I have com- 
‘pared the infpection of the hand with ‘that of the 
“face.” Se ee, } 
‘Although this old-man had all the appearance of 
a wife perfon, I thought him fo: foolifh, that J 
‘could not help Jaughing in his face, Inftead of 


1 


being offended, he fmiled at my impolitenefs, and | 


continued {peaking in thefe words, after having 
. caft his eyes round the hall, to be affured that no- 
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body liftened ; “‘ I am not furprifed to fee you fo 
prejudiced againft two fciences, which are looked 
upon as frivolous in this age. The long and paine 
ful ftudy which they demand, difcourages all the 
learned men, who renounce and decry them, out 
of defpair of acquiring them. For my own part, 
I am not difcouraged by the obfcurity in which 
they are fhrouded, no more than by the difficulties 
which inceffantly occur in the fearch of chemical 
fecrets, and in the wonderful art of tranfmuting 
metals into gold. a 
But I don’t confider, (added he, recollecting 
Ahimfelf) that I fpeak to a young cavalier, to whom 
my difcourfe muft in effe& appear quite chimericals 
A fample of my {kill will difpofe you much better ¢ 
than all I can fay, to judge more favourably of my 
art.”” With thefe words, he took out of his pocket 
a phial full of red liquor; and then faid: ‘‘ Here 
is an elixir which I compofed this morning of :the 
juice of certain plants diftilled in an alembicks 
for I have employed almoft all my life, like De- 
mocritus, in finding out the properties of minerals 
and fimples. You fhall fée its virtue put to the 
proof, The wine which we now drink to fupper, 
though it is execrable, thall become excellent.” So 
faying, he put into my bottle two.drops of. his 
elixir, which rendered my wine more delicious 
than the beft that is drank in Spain. | 
The marvellous ftrikes the imagination;. and 
when once that is gained, the judgment is no 
- longer ufed. Charmed with fuch a fine fecret, 
and perfuaded that he muft,be more than the de- 
vil, who could find it out, 1 cried in a tranfport 
of admiration, ‘*O! father, pray pardon me, if 
I took you at firft for an old fool; I now do juftice 
_to your capacity ; and need no more than I, has 
G 3 : = 


A 
7 


62. The ADVENTURES of 


feen, to be affured, that you could, if you pleafed, 
convert in an inftane a bar of iron into an ingot 

of gald, How happy fhould I be, could I poffefs 
fuch ap admirable fcience.’” Heaven preferve you 
from fuch an acquifition, (faid the old man, in- 
terrupting me with a profound figh.) You don’¢ 
know, my fon, what a fatal fecret you with for, 
Inftead of envying, rather pity me, for having 
beftowed fo much pains to make myfelf unhappy. 
J live in continnal difquiet. f am afraid of being 
difcovered, and that my labours will be rewarded 
by perpetual imprifonment, In this apprehenfion 
J lead a wandering life, difguifed fometimes like a 
prieft or monk, and fometimes like a peafant or 
Gavalicr, Is it then an advantage to know how 
fo make g0 old at that price ? And are not riches 4 
real puni ment for thofe perfons who cannot enjoy 
ehern in tranquillity??? 

This difcourfe feeming to me yery fenfible, I 
Said to the fage, “ There is nothing like a quiet 
life: you give me a difguft at the philofopher’s 
Stone ; and I will be contented with learning of 
you the future events of my life.” “* With all my 
heart, child, anfwered he, I have already made 
‘my remarks ‘on your features: let us now fee your 
hand,’ J prefented it to him with a confidence 
‘that will not do me much honour in the opinion 
of fome readers ; and he having examined it with 
great attention, exclaimed in a fit of enthufiafm, 
** Ah! what tranfitions from grief to joy, and 
from joy to grief! What capricious fucceffions of 
misfortune and profperity! But you have already 

xperienced a great deal of thefe vicifitudes. You 
have’ ‘not a great many more afflictions to undergo ; 

and’ a nobleman will confér upon you an agreeable 

‘geftiny, not fubjedt to change,” After having a 
fure 
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fured me, that I might depend on this prediétion, 
he bade me farewel, and went out of the eating- 
houfe, leaving me quite ingroffed with the things 
which I had heard. I-did not at all doubt that 
the marquis de Martialva was the nobleman in 
queftion ; and of confequence, nothing feemed 
more poffible than the aceomplifhment of the oracle. 
But though I had not feen the leaft appearance of 
probability, I could not have helped repofing an — 
entire belief in the pretended monk, fo much au- 
thority had he acquired i in my opinion by his elixir. 

On my fide, that I might haften the happi-efs that 
was predicted to me, I refolved tq attach myfelf 
to the marquis more than I had done to any of my 


- mafters; and having formed this refolution, I re- 


tired to our houfe in a tranfport of joy that 7 cary- 
not exprefs. Never did a woman leave a fortune- 
teller with more fatisfaction, 


CHAP. X.’ 


The commiffion that the Marquis de Marialva Rave to 


Gil Blas, and the manner in which that faithful fe- 
cretary acquitted bimfelf of it. 


HE marquis was not yet come home from 

the lodgings of his aGtrefs ; ; and I found his 

valets de chambre playing at primero, in his apart- 
ment, expecting his return. I made up to them, 
and we amufed ourfelves in making merry till two 
o'clock in the morning, when our mafter arrived, 
He was a littie furprifed to fee me, and faid with 
a gracious air, which made me guefs that he re- 
turned very well fatisfied with his evening’s plea- 
furc, “How, Gil Blas! not yet a-bed?” I an- 


fwered, that I was firft willing to know what 


ordery 
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orders he had forme. ‘‘ I thall, perhaps, (he re# 
_fumed) give you a commiffion to-morrow morn- 
ing ; but it will be time enough then to tell you 
the particulars. Mean while, you may go to reft ; 
and henceforth remember, that'l difpenfe with 
your attendance in the evening, having occafion 
for nobody but my valets de chambre.”” . 

After this‘explanation, which at bottom gave me 
a good deal of pleafure, fince it {pared me 4 piece 
of fubjeétion which I thould have fometimes felt in 
a very difagreeable manner, I left the marquis in 
his apartment, and retiring to my garret went to 
bed ; but having no inclination to fleep, it came 
into my head, that I fhould follow the advice 
which Pythagoras gives us, of recollecting at night 
all that we have done in the day, in order to ap- 
plaud our good, and condemn our bad aétions. 

I did not find my confcience clear enough to be 
fatisfied with my condu@ ; but reproached myfelf 
with having fupported the impofture of Laura. 
I vain did I fuggeft as an excufe, that I could not 
in honour give the lye to a girl, who had nothing 
in view, but to do me a pleafure; and that, in 
fome thape, I found myfelf under a neceffity of 
' being an accomplice in the cheat. Little fatisfied 
with this apology, I anfwered, that I ought not 
then to have puthed things fo far; and that I muft 
have a great deal of impudence to live with a 
nobleman, whofe confidence I fo ill repaid. In 
fhort, after a fevere examination, I concluded, that 
if I was not a rogue, I was next Kin to it. 

From thence paffing to the confequences, I re- 
prefented to myfelf, that I played a very high 
game, in deceiving a man of quality, who, for my 
fins, would perhaps foon difcover the trick. ~A 
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- refleétion fo judicious terrified me not a little ; but 
the ideas of pleafure and.intereft foon diffipated 


-my fear. Befides, the prophecy of the man with " : 


the elixir, would have been fufficient to remove 
my doubts, I gave myfelf up, therefore, ta the 
moft agreeable fancies: I formed new rules of 
arithmetick, to reckon within myfelf the fum to 
which my wages would amount at the end of-ten 
years fervice. To this I added the gratifications 
which I fhould receive from my mafter ; and mea- 
furing them by his liberal difpofition, or rather by 
my own defires, I had an intemperatce of imagi- 
nation, (if I may de allowed the expreffion) which. 
-fet no bounds to my fortune, I was gradually 
lulled by fo much wealth, and fell afleep, in the 
very act of building caftles in Spain. a 
Next day, J got up at eight o’clock in the morh~ 
ing, to go and receive my patron’s orders; but as 
I opened my door to go owt, I was very much 
farprifed to fee hint appear before me all alone, in 
his night-cap aad morningegown. ‘“‘ Gi] Blas, 
(faid he) laft night, when I left your fifter,. I pro- 
mifed to be with her this morning ; but an affair 
of confequetice hinders me from keeping my word, 
-Go and a@fure her from me, that 1 am very much 
-mortified at the difappointment; and teil her, I 
fhall certainly fup with her in the evening. This 
is not all, (added he, putting into my hand a purfe 
with @ little thagreen box enriched with diamonds) 
carry this my pi@ure to her, and keep this purfe 
of fifty piftoles, which L give as a mark of the 
friendfhip I have already conceived for you.” I 
took the pi@ure with one hand, and the purfe I fo 
little deferved with the other; running inftantly 
‘to Laura, faying in the excefs of joy with which 1 
was.tranfported,.“ Good! the prediction is vifbly 
40 
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accomplifhing, What happinefs is it to be the bro- 


ther of fuch a handfome and gallant girl? What a: 


pity itis, that there is not as much honour as pro- 
fit and pleafure in it?’’ 

Laura, contrary to the cuftom of people of her 
profeffion, being ufed to rife early, I furprifed her 
at her toilet ; where, in expectation of the Portu- 
gueze, fhe joined to her natural beauty all the 


' auxiliary charms that the art of coquetry could be- 


= 


ftow. ‘“ Amiable Eftella, (faid I to her when I 
entered) the loadftone of ftrangers, I may now fit 
at table with my matter, fince he has honoured 
me with a commiffion which gives me that prero- 


‘gative, and of which I come to acquit myfelf. He 
‘cannot have the pleafure of your company this 


morning, as he propofed; but, for your confola- 
tion, will fup with you at night: and he fends 
you his pi@ure, which to me feems a matter of 


' Mill greater confolation.” - 


I accordingly gave her the box, which, by the 
bright fparkling of the diamonds that adorned it, 


infinitely rejaiced her eye-fight. She opened it, « 
‘and fhutting it again, after having confidered the 


painting fuperficially, returned to the ftones, whofe 
beauty the extolled, faying with a fmile, ** Thefe 
are copies which we women of ie ftage value 
more than originals,”’ 

I then told her that the generous Portugueze, 
when he entrufted me with the pi@ture, had grati- 
fied me with a purfé of fifty piftoles. ‘“ I congra- 
tulate thee upon thy good fortune, (faid fhe to 
me) this nobleman begins where others even rarely 
end.’ ‘*To you, my dear creature, (I replied) 
I owe this prefent ; the marquis beftowed it upon 
me folely on account of my being your brother.’* 
‘© I with (faid the) that he would give you zs 
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much every day; for I cannot exprefs how dear. 
thou artto me, The very firft moment I faw 
thee, J attached myfclf to thee by a tie too ftrong 
for time to break. When J loft thee at Madrid, I 
did not defpair of finding thee again ; and yefter- 
day, when J faw thee, ‘received thee as a man 
whom fate brought back to my arms. In a word, 
my friend, heaven has deftined us for one another : 
thou fhalt be my hufband ; but we mutt firft en- 
rich ourfelves. I want to have two or three more 
intrigues to make thee eafy for life.”” 

J thanked her in a polite manner, for the trouble 
fhe intended to take on my account; and we in- 
fenfibly engaged in a converfation that lafted till 
noon. Then I retired, to give an account to my 
matter of the manner in which his prefent was re- 
ceived: and though Laura had given me no in- 
ftruétions on that fubje@, 1 did not fail to compofe 
by the way a fine compliment, which I intended 
to repeat in her name. But when I went home, 
I was told that the marquis had gone out: and it 
was decreed that I thould fee him no more ; as may 
be perceived in reading the following chapter. 


CHAP. XI. 


Gil Blas receives a piece of news, which is like a thun- 
derbolt to bim, 


Repaired to my eating-houfe, where meeting 
two men of a very agreeable converfation, I 
dined and fat at table with them, till it was time 
to go to the play. Then we parted: they went 


-about their own affairs, and I took the road to 


the theatre. 3 muft obferve, by the bye, that I 
had all the reafon in the world to be in good hu- 
mour $5 
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mour 3 mirth had reigned in my converfation with 
thefe two gentlemen; my fortune had a moft 
{miling face; and notwithftanding, my {pirits funk, 
without my knowing the reafon, and without my 
heing able to keep them up. It was, doubtlefs, 
a prefage of the misfortune we which I was 
threatened, 

As I entered the green- room, Melchior Zapata 
came to me, and telling me foftly to follow him, 
carried me into a private place, and addrefied ma 
in this manner, “ Signior cavalier, I think it my. 
duty to give you a very important piece of in- 
telligence. You know that the marquis de Maz 
rialva had, at firft, a paffion for Narciffa, my wife 3 
and already appointed a day to come and take a 
flice of my rib, when the artful Eftella found 
means to break the bargain, and allure the Por- 
tugueze nobleman to her own charms, You may 
well believe, that an aétrefs does not lefe fuch a 
good prey without vexation. My fpoufe has this 
affair at heart, and is capable of undertaking any 
thing to be revenged: fhe has now a fair occafion, 
Yefterday, if you remember, all our fervants 
crowded to fee you: when the under candle-fnuf- 
fer told fome of the company, that he knew you 
very well, and that you was nothing lefs than 
Eftella’s brother. 

This report (added Melchior) reached the ears 
of Narciffla, who did not fail to intetrogate the 
author, and he has confirmed his affertion, by 
telling her, that he knew you Arfenia’s valet, at 
the fame time that Eftella, under the name of 
Laura, ferved that aftrefs at Madrid. My wife, 
chafmed with this difcovery, will impart it to 

Marguis de Marialva, who is to be at the 
BS this evening. Take your meafures accord- 


. ingly ; 
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Engly ; if you are not adtually Eftella’s brother, 
advife you as a friend, and on account of our old 
acquaintance, to provide for your fafety. Narciffa, 
who demands but one victim, has allowed me to 
give you this notice, that you may prevent any 
finifter accident by immediate flight.” 

It would have been fuperfluous in him to fay 
more of the miatter. I thanked the ftage-player 
for his information, and he eafily perceived by my 
terrified look, that I was not the man to give the 
eandle-fnuffer the lye. I did not feel the leaft in- 
elination to depend upon my effrontery : I was not 
even tempted to bid Laura farewel, left the fhould 
have infifted upon my facing it out. I could very 


. well conceive, that fhe was an aétrefs of fuch 


{kill, as-to be able to extricate herfelf out of the 
dilemma 3 but I faw nothing except an infallible 
chaftifement for me, and I was not fo much in 
Jove as to brave it. My fole ftudy being, there- 
fore, to efcape with my houfhold gods, I mean 
my baggage, I difappeared from the playhoufe in 
a twinklmg, and, with the utnioft difpatch, cau- 
fed my portmanteau to be tranfported to the 
houfe of a carrier, who was to fet out for To- 
ledo, at three o’elock next morning. I could 
have wifhed to be with the Count de Polan, whofe 
houfe feemed my only afylum: but I was not yet 
there, and I could not without the utmoft unea- 
finefs, think on the time I had to ftay in a city, 


. _ where I was afraid they would fearch for me, even 
‘in the night. 


I did not, for all that, omit going to fupper, 
at my eating-houfe, although I was as much 
difturbed as a debtor, who knows that there are 
bailiffs at his heels. What I ate that evening, did 
not, I believe, produce excellent chyle in my fto~ 

Vor, Ill. H mach, 
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mach, Bemg the miferable fport of fear, I examined 
every body that came into the hall; and when, 
unluckily, any ill-looking fellow entered, (a com=- 
mon cafe in thefe places) I fhivered with dread, 
Haying fupped, in the midft of continual alarms, 
I rofe from table, and retyrned to the carrier's 
houfe, where I threw myfelf on a trufs of frefh 
Raw, and lay till the hour of our depasture. 
Mean while, my patience was fufficiently exere 
cifed. I was attacked with a thoufand difagrees 
able refle€tions : when I chanced to Aumber, I bey 
held the furious marquis mangling the fair face of€ 
Laura with blows, and demolifhing every thing ig 
her houfe; or heard him arder his feryants te 
make me perifh under the baftinado, Then fart- 
ing, I awoke; and though to wake is ufually a 
great comfort after fuch a terrible dream, waking 
was tO me more dreadful than the dream itfelf, 
Happily for me, the .carrier delivered me from 
my affiiction, by giving me notice that his mules 
were ready. J was immediately a-foot, and, 
_ thank heaven! fat out radically cured of chi- 
somagcy and Laura. In proportion as we mo~ 
ved from Grenada, my mind refymed its tran- 
quillity ; and I began to enter into copwerfation 
with the carrier, I laughed at fome pleafant 
ftories he recounted, and loft, infenfibly, alt my 
fear. 'I enjoyed a found fleep at Ubeda, where 
we lay the firft night, and on the fourth arrived 
at Toledo, 
My firft care was to ask a direGtign for the 
Count de Polan’s houfe, whither I repaired, very 


well perfuaded that he woyld not fufier me to ° 
Jodge in any gther place: but I reckoned without - 


my hoft ; for I found no body at home, but the 
houfe-keeper, who told me that his mafter had fer 


out 
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ont in the evening for the caftle of Leyva, having 
received a ee that Seraphina was dangeronvfly 


‘T did not exped the abfence of the count, which 
diminifhed the joy I felt in being at Toledo, and 
ipduced me to take another refolution. Finding 
mhyfelf fo near Madrid, I refolved to go thither ; 
fefleGing that I might "pith myfelf at court, where 
afuperior genius, as I had heard, was not abfo- 
htely neceffary to make a fortune, The very next | 
day, I took the advantage of a return horfe for that 
éapital of Spain 3 and fortune condu@ed me thi- 
ther, in order to make me ad higher parts than 
thofe which I had hitherto poms 


CHAP. XII. 


Cit Bias rakes Iedgings in a bonfe where be contratis an 


intance with captain Chinchilla, The charadter 
oF iba officer ; with an account of the affair that 
brought bim to ) Madrid, | 


WN my fir arrival at Madrid, I fixed my ha- 

bitation in a houfe that was tet into lodg- 
ings, where lived, among other people, an old 
captain, who had come from the farther end of 
New Caftile, to follicit at court for a penfion, 
which he thought he had but too well deferved. 
His name was Don Hannibal de Chinchilla. ft 
Was not without aftonifhment that I beheld him 
for the firft time,’ being a man turned of fixty, of 
a gigantic ftature, And extremely meagre. He wore 
a pair of thick "whifkers, that curled up to his 
temples on each fide. Over and above his want 
of a leg and arm, a large plaifter of green filk 
fupplied the place of one eye; and the fears of 


many wounds appeared on his face. Thefe things 
H 2 ex- 
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excepted, he was pretty much like another man. 
Befides, he had a good deal of underftanding, and 
{till more gravity ; was fcrupulous in his morals, 
and, in particular, piqued himfelf on his delicacy 
in point of honour, 

After having converfed with him two or three 
times, he honoured me with his confidence. I 
foon became acquainted with all his affairs. He 


recounted to me on what occafions he had left an. 


eye at Naples, an arm in Lombardy, and a leg in 
the Low Countries. What I admired in his nara 
ration of battles ahd fieges was, that not one 
gafconade efcaped him, nor even a word in his 
own praife ; though I could have willingly pardoned 
him for boafting of the half of himfelf that remain- 
ed, as an indemnification for the other half that he 
had loft. Thofe officers who return from the ware 
fafe and found are feldom fo modett. | 

But he told me, the thing that gave him the 


moft concern was, that he had fpent & confider- - 


able eftate in his campaigns, fo that now his 
whole fortune was reduced to about an hondred 


ducats a year, which was {carce fufficient to maine . 


tain his whifkers, clear his lodging, and pay for 
the writing his memorials. ‘ For in fhort, Sig- 
nior Cavalier, (added he, thruggling up his fhoule 
ders) I prefent one,. thank God, every day, with- 
out being favoured with the leaft notice. One 
‘would fay, that there is a wager between the 
prime minifter and me, which of us thall firft fail, 
I in giving, or he in receiving them, I have alfo 
had the honour te prefent feveral to his majefty ; 
but the curate fings no better than his clerk ; and 
in the mean time, my caftle of Chinchilla finks 
into fuins for want of reparation.’’ . 
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<¢ We mult defpair of nothing, (faid I to the 
eaptain) you are now perhaps on the eve of feeing 
all your toils and troubles repaid with intereft.”° 
 T ought not to flatter myfelf with that hope, 
{replied Den Hannibal) three days are not yet 
elapftd, fince I fpeke to one of the minifter’s fe- 


“eretaries, and if I may believe what he faid, ¥ 
“ynay make myfelf very eafy.”’ “ And pray, what 
did he fay ? (I replied) did he pretend that you 


‘was not worthy ef a recompence ?”’ ** You fhalf 


_ judge, (refamed Chinchilla.) The fecretary told 


me, very plainly, Mafter What-d'ye-call-’am, 
don’t brag (» much of your zeal and fidelity. 
You have dene no more than your duty, in ex- 
pofing yourfelf to danger in behalf of your coun- 
try. The glory alone which attends brave aétions, 
is a fufficient recompence, and ought to fatisfy a 
Spaniard in particular, You muft undeceive your- 
felf, therefore, if you look on the gratification you 
follicit, as a debt due to your valour, Provided it 


' be granted to you,, you will owe it entirely to the 


favour and generofity of the king, who is pleafed 
to think himfelf indebted to thofe of his fubjeéts, 


_ who have diftinguifhed themfelves in the fervice of 
the ftate. You fee, by this, (purfued the captain) 


that I am ftill in itg debt, and that, in all likeli- 
hood, I fhall return as rich as I came.”” 

One naturally interefts himfelf for a brave man 
jn adverfity, I encouraged him to perfevere, and 
offered to write his memorials gratis. I went even 
fp far as to offer him my purfe, and to conjure 
him to take out of it what money he wanted. 
But he was none of thofe who never wait for 4 
fecond invitation on thefe occafions, On the con- 
trary, he fhewed himfelf very delicate on thia 


. point, ang thanked me, in a lofty manner, for 
- m 
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my good-will. He afterwards told me, that -ra- 
ther than be a burden to any body, he had accuf- 
tomed himfelf by degrees to live fo frugally, 
that the leaft nourifhment was fufficient for his 


fabfiftence. This was but too true: his whole 


food confifted of leeks and onions; and, there- 
fore, he was nothing but fkin arid bone, ‘That he 
raight have no witnefs of his. wretched repaft, he 
ufed to lock himfelf up in his chamber at meals. I 
obtained of. him, however, by dint of intreaty, that 
we fhould dine and fup together; and deceiving 


his pride by an ingenious compaffion, ordered more . 


vi@uals and liquor, than I had occafion for, to be 


brought, and urged him to eat and drink. At firft” 


he ftood upon geremony, but at Jength he yielded 
to my intreaties. After which, becoming infen- 
bly more bold, he of himfelf, affifted me in clear- 
ing my plate, and emptying my bottle. 

When he had drank four or five draughts, and 
reconciled his ftomach to good nourifhment.; 
“ Truly (faid he, with an ais of gaiety) you are 

very bewitching, Signior -Gil Blas, you make me 
do what you pleafe ; your behaviour divefts me of 


all fear of abufing your beneficent difpcfition’” — 


My captain, at. that time, feemed fo well rid of 
his fthame, that if I had laid hold of the oppor- 
tunity of preffing him again to accept my purfe, 
I believe he would not have refufed it, But I did 
not put him to the trial; contenting myfelf with 
having made him my mefs-mate, and with taking 


the trouble not only of writing his memorials, but . 


alfo of helping him to compofe them. By means 
of having copied homilies, I had learned to turn a 
period, and was become a kind of author. The 
old officer on his part piqued himfelf on his 
knowledge in compofition; fo that exerting our- 
, felyes 
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felves together, through emulation, we produced 
morfels of eloquence, worthy of the moft cele- 
brated mafters of Salamanca. But in vain did each 
of us exhauft: his. genius, in fowing flowers of 


: rhetoric in thofe memorials ; it was no better, as 


4 
{ 


the faying is, than fowing them on fand. What- 
ever expedient we fell upon to inhance the fer+ 
vices of Don Hannibal, the court paid no regard to 
it.. A circumftance that did not at all engage the 
old invalid to make the elogium of thofe officers, 
who ruin themfelves in the field. In his bad hu. 


_ mour, he curfed his fate, and wifhed Naples, Lom- 
bardy, and the Low Countries, at the devil. 


- To compleat his mortification, it happened one 


‘ day, that, under his very nofe, a poet, introduced 


- 


by the dukg.d’Alva, having rehearfed, in the pre- 
fence, an ode on the birth of an infanta, was 
gratified with a penfion of five hundred ducats. 
1 believe the maimed captain would have run mad 
on this occaffon, had I not been at great pains to 


_ fecompofe Him. ‘* What is the matter ? (faid I, 


feeing him quite befide himfelf) there is nothing 
in this that ought to give you uneafinefs. Has 


_ it not been the privilege of poets, time imme- 


morial, to make princes pay tribute to the mufe ? 
There is not a crowned head in the world, that 
does not gratify one of thofe gentlemen with 
a penfion: and, between you and me, thefe 
forts of rewards, being generally tranfmitted to 
the knowledge of pofterity, immortalize the libee 
rality of kings; whereas the other recompences 
which they beftow, are often but fo much lofs 
to their reputation. How many rewards did 
Auguftus difpenfe ? How many penfions did he 
grant, of which we have not the leaft intimation? 
But the moft remote pofterity will always know, 

; at 
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as we do, that Virgil received near two hundred 
thoufand crowns from the bounty of that em- 
ror.”” , 
Notwithftanding all I could fay to Don Hanni- 
bal, the fruits of the ode ftuck in his ftomach like 
lead; and as he could not digeft it, he refolved 
to abandon the whole of his purfuit. But firft, 
being willing, as his laft effort, to prefent one 
other memorial to the Duke of Lerma; we went 
together to the houfe of that prime minifter, where 
we met a young man, who having faluted the 
captain, faid to him, with an affectionate air, 
“¢ My dear old mafter, is it you! what affair hag 


brought you hither? if you have occafion for a_ 


perfon of intereft with his highnefs, pray com-~- 
mand me ; I offer you my good offices.”” ‘‘ How, 
Pedrillo! (replied the captain) to hear you talk, 
one would imagine you enjoy fome important poft: 
in this family.” “* I have, at Ieaft, (anfwered 
the young man) power enough to be of fervice ta 
an honeft country gentleman like yau.”” “ If that 


ibe the cafe, (faid the officer with a fmile) I have 1 


recourfe to your prote@ion.’”” “ ’Tis granted, 
(refumed 'Pedrillo) let me know what is the bufi- 
hefs, and I promife you thall get fome {nips out 
of the minifter.? a 

' We had no fooner communicated the affair to 
this benevolent young fellow, than he atked where 
Don Hannibal lodged ; in which being fatisfied, he 


affured us, that we fhould hear of him next day ;__ 


and then difappeared, without giving us the leaft 
hint of what he intended to do, or even telling us 
whether or no he belonged to the Duke of Lerma, 
I was curious to know who this Pedrillo was, that 
feemed fo fprightly. <“* He is a young fellow (faid 
the captain) who feryed me fome ypars ago, 4 
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who feeing me in want, left me to go in queft ef 
a better place. I don’t blame him for that: it is 
Very natural for one to change for the betier. He 
is a wag who does not want underftanding, and 
is as intriguing as the devil: but in fpite of all 
‘his art, I don’t depend a great deal upon the zeal 
Which he has exprefied in my behalf.’ ‘ Who 
knows, (faid I) but he may be of fome ufe? If 
he belongs, for example, to fome one of the 
duke’s principal officers, he may have it in his 
power to do you fervice, You are not ignorant 
. that every thing is carried, among the great, by 
cabal and intrigue; that they have favourite do- 
meftics, who lead them by the nofe ; and that 
thefe again in their turn, are governed by their 
own valets.”’ | 
Next morning, Pedrillo coming to our lodgings, 
« Gentlemen, (faid he) if I did not explain my- 
elf yefterday, on the means I have of ferving 
captain Chinchilla, it was, becaufe we were not 
in a place proper for fuch an explanation. 
-Befides,; I was willing to found the bufinefs, be- 
fore I difclofed it to you. You muft know then, 
that I am the lacquey and confident of Signior 
Rodrigo de Calderona, the Duke of Lerma’s firft 
fecretary. My matter, who is very much addicted 
to gallantry, fups every evening with an Arra« 
gonian nightingale, that he keeps encaged near 
the court. She is a very handfome girl, from Al- 
barazin, of good underftanding, and fings to ad- 
miration ; therefore fhe is called Signiora Sirena. 
As I carry a billet-doux to her every morning, I 
have juft now feen her ; I have propofed that the 
fhall make Don Hannibal pafs for her uncle, and on 
that fuppofition engage her gallant to protect him, 
She is willing to undertake the affair ; for, petit 
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the fmall advantage the forefees in it for herfelf, 
fie will be extremely glad. to be thought the niece 
of a brave gentleman.”’ 

Signior de Chinchilla made wry faces at this 
ptopofal, and expreffed a reluctance in at 
himfelf an accomplice in fuch a prank ; and fl 
_more, in fuffering a fhe-adventuret to difhonour 
his. family, by faying fhe belonged to it. He was 
difgufted at it, not only on account of himfelf, 
but alfo perceived ‘in it, (if Imay be allowed tire 
€ ion) a retro-active ignomifhy upon all his 
aheeftots. This delicacy feemed very unfeafohable 
to Pedrillo, who being fhocked at it, exclaimed, 
*f You jeft, fure, to take it In that view! Yor 
are fuch a fet of people, you cottage ‘fquires, your 
vanity is quite ridiculous, Signior Cavalier, (he 

, addreffing himfelf to meé) are you not - 
fatprized at the fcruples:he makes? Egad ! it is 
a fine thing indeed, to ftand on fuch punétilio’s at 
court! Fortune is never negledted there, whatever — 
Shape it affumes.” 

I approved of what Pedrillo faid, arrd we has 
rangued the captain fo fuccefsfully, that we pres 
vailed upon him, in fpite of himfelf, to become 
Sirena’s uncle, When we had gained this victory 
over his pride, we laid all our three heads toge~ 
ther, in order to compofe a new memorial for the 
mhinifter, and it was revifed, avgmented, and cor- 
rected accordingly. I then wrote it out fair, and 
Pedrillo carried it to the Arragonian lady, who, 
that very evening, put it into the hands of Signior 
Don Rodrigo, to whom fhe fpoke in fuch 2 man- 
ner, that the fecretary believing her really the 
captain’s neice, promifed to exert himfelf in his 
behalf. A few days after, we faw the effect of 
this our work. Pedrillo came to our lodging with 

an 


an ait of triumph: “ Good news, (faid he to 
Chinchilla) the king is going to make a diftribu- 
tion of governments, benefices, and penfions, in 
which you fhali not be forgot. But I am ordered 
te ask what prefent you intend to make to Sirena. 
As for my own part, I declare Ill have nothing 
atall, I prefer the pleafure of having contributed 
towasds bettering my old mafter’s fortune, to all 
the gold in the world. But this is not the cafe 
with our nymph of Albarazgin: the is a-little 
Jewithly inclined, when the bufinefs is to oblige her 
peighbour : fhe would take money of her own fa- 
ther ; fo you may judge if fhe will refufe it from 
9 pretended uncle.” 

‘© Let her mention her demand, (replied Don 
Hannibal) the thal], if the pleafes, have yearly one 
third of the penfion I obtain; and that ought to 
fatisfy her, if the whole revenues of his Catholic 
Majefty were concerned in the bargain.”’ ‘“* For 
my own part, (replied Don Rodrigo’s Mercury) 
I would chearfally rely upon your word, becaufe 
I know the value of it; but you have to do with 
a little creature who is naturally diftruftful. Be- 
fides, the would much rather have, once for all, 
two thirds of the product advanced in ready 
. Money.”” “ Whére the devil does the think F 
fhall find it, (cried the officer, haftily interrupting 
him) does fhe think J am a money-broker ? It 
feems you have not made her acquainted with my 
fituation.” ‘© Pardon me, (replied Pedrillo) fhe 
hnows very welt that you are as poor as Job: 
after what I have-told her, the cannot be ignorant 
of your circumflances. But dont give yourfelf 
any trouble about the matter, 1am a man fertjle 
in expedients.. 1 know an oki rogue of a lawyer, 
me takes plesfure ip lending his money at ten 

per 


~ 


$0 The ADVENTURES of 


percent. You fhall make an affignment, with 
fecurity to him, before a notary, of the firft year 
of your penfion, for the like fum, which you thal! 
acknowledge ‘to have received from him, and 
which you will touch in effeét, the intereft in- 
cluded. With regard to the fecurity, the lender 
will be contented with your caftie of Chinchilla, | 
fuch as it is; fo that we thall have no difpate up- 
en that {core.”’ 

The captain protefted that he would accept of 
the conditions, if he thould be lucky enough to 
“have any fhare in the favours which were to be 
diftributed. next day. And he was not difap-- 
pointed ; being gratified with a penfion of three 
hundred’ piftoles on a certain government. As 
foon as he underftood this piece of news, he 
gave all the fecurity that was demanded, tranfa&~ 
~ ed his little affairs, and returned to New ot 

with fome piftoles in his pocket, 


CHAP. XIII. 
‘Gil Blas meets kis dear friend Fabricius at court: their 
mutual joy ; they repair togetber to a certain place, 
where a curious converfation happens beteween them. 


Contra&ted a cuftom of going every morning to 
‘court, where I commonly fpent two or three _, 
hours, in feeing the grandees pafs and repafs, °.. 
’ though they appeared there without that {plendor, 
which furrounds them in other places. 

One day as I walked to and fro, and ftrutted 
through the apartments, ‘making, like many 0o- | 
thers, a foolifh figure enough, I perceived Fabri- 

~ ciuis, whom I had left at Valladolid, in the fervice 
of an hofpital dire€tor, What aftonifhed me was, 

_ that he talked familiarly to the duke of Medina 
Sido- 
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Sidonia, and the marquis of Santa Cruz. Nay, 
thefe two noblemen feemed to liften to him with 
pleafure, and he was as well dreffed as a man of 
quality. Am I not miftaken? faid I to myfelf, 
Can this be the foh of barber Nunnez ? Perhaps it 
is fome young courtier, who refembles him. I 
did not long remain in doubt: the noblemen went 
away, and I accofted Fabriciys, He knew me 
at firft fight: and after having made me fqueeze 
through the crowd with him, to get ont of the 
apartments, “* My dear Gil Blas, (faid he, em- 
bracing me) I am rejoiced to fee you again. How 


rt thou employed at Madrid ? art thou ftill in 


fervice ? or haft thou fome poft at court? Give 
me fog account of all that has happened to thee, 
fince thy precipitate retreat. from Valladolid.’* 


“ You ask mea great many queftions at once, 


(faid I) and we are not now in a proper place to 
relate adventures.’ ‘* Thou art in the right, fhe 
replied) we fhail be more at liberty in my lodg- 


‘ings. Come, I will thew you the way ; i¢ is not 


far from hence. I’ am quite my own matter,’ 


‘agreeably lodged, perfe&tly eafy in my circum. 


ftances, I am contented with my fituation, and 
happy, becaufe I think myfelf fo.”” 

¥ accepted the propofal, and followed Fabricius, 
who ftopped before a very fine houfe, where he 
told me he lodged. We croffed a court, where, 
on one fide, there was a great ftair-cafe that led to 
very fuperb apartments, and on the other a fmall 
flight equally dark and narrow, by which we af- 
cended to the lodging he had fo much extolled, 
It confifted of one room only, which my inge- 
nious friend had divided into four, by thin deal 
boards. The firft ferved as an antichamber te 
the fecond, where he lay; he had madea clofet 

Vor, IIl. J @ 
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of the third, and a kitchen of the Jaft. The cham- 
ber and antichamber were lined with maps, and 
thefes of philofophy, and the furniture was fujt- 
able to this kind of hanging ; confifting of a large 
brocard bed, very much worn, old chairs covered 
with yellow ferge, garnifhed with a fringe of Gre- 
nada filk of the fame colour; a table with gilt 
feet, covered with leather that feemed to be once 
sed, and bordered with a tinfel fringe beceme 
black by the lapfe of time ; with an ebony cup- 
board, adorned with figures coarfely, carved. He 
had, inftead of a bureay, in his clofet a little ta- 
ble; and his library was compofed of fome beoks, 
with feveral bundles of paper lying:on thelves, pla- 
ced above one another, along the wall. His kitchen, 
which was conformable to the reft, contained fome¢ 
earthen ware, abd other neceffary utenfils, _ 
Fabricius, after having given me time tp cone 
fider his apartment, faid,, ‘© What doft thou think 
of my lodging and ceconomy ? a’n’t thou en- 
ghanted with them?’? ‘* Yes, faith, (I replied 
Giniling) I am fo. Thou muft have certainly play- 
ed thy cards well at Madrid, to be fo well furnith- 
ed. Thou, doubtlefs, enjoyeft fome poft,’” ‘* Hea- 
ven forbid ! (replied he) the bufinefs I follow i is above 
all employments whatever. A man of fafhion, to 
whom this houfe belongs, gave me a room, which. 
JY have divided into four, and furnifhed, as thou - 
feett. I meddle with nothing but what gives me 
pleafure, and feel not the cravings of neceffity.”” 
“« Pray be more explicit, (faid I, interrupting him) 
you irritate the defire I have of knowing what you 
do.’ ‘© Weil, (faid he) thou fhalt be fatisfied. I ana 
turned author, and have commenced wit; I write | 
in verfe as well as in profe, and am equally good 
at every thing,” 
r ' « Thou 
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*¢ Thou a favourite of Apollo! (cried ¥, laugh- 
ing.) This is whatI never could have divined. 
1 thould have been miuch lefs furprized to have 
found thee in a quite contrary fituation. What 
charms couldft thou find in the condition of a poet ? 
Methinks thefe people are commonly defpifed in 
civil life, and are far from having an eftablifhed or- 
dinary.”” ““ O fy! (cried he in his turn) thou talk« 
eft of thofe miferable authors, whofe works are 
the refafe of libraties and players. Is it to be won- 
dered af, that fuch writers are not eficemed? But 
good authors, my friend, are on a better footing 
ia the world ; and I may fay, without vanity, 
chat I amt one of. that nmumber.”” “ I don’t at all 
dowbt it, (faid 1) thou art a young fellow of excel- 
lent genius. That which is cormpofed by thee can- 
not be bad. All that I amt at a lofs to know is, how 
thos watt firft feized with the rage of rhyme.” 

‘¢ Thy furprize is juft, (replied Nunnez ;) I was 
fo well fatisfied with my fi:wation while in the fer- 
vice of Don Manuel Ordonnez, that I didnot fo 
stiuch as with for any other, But ry genius rifing 
by degress, like that of Plautus, above fervitude, I 
c ed a comedy, which was acted by the com- 
pany who performed at Valladolid. Although it 
was not worth a fig, it met with great fuccefs : 
fcom whence I concladed that the public was a 
good milch cow, which eafily parted with its ftore. 
‘Thig refle@ion, joined to the furious defire of com- 
pofing new pieces, detached me frem the hofpital, 
The love of poetry banifhed my paffion for riches ; 
and refolving to repair to Madrid, as the center of 
wit, in order to form my tafte, I demanded my 
difmjfion from the dire&tor, who did not grant it 
without regret, fo much affection had he conceived 
for me,’ ‘* Fabricius, (faid he) haft thou any 
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caufe to be diffatisfied ?”* ‘* No, Sir; (I replied) 
you are the beft of mafters ; and I am penetrated 
with your generofity. But, you know, one muft 
follow his deftiny. Ifind I am bosn to eternize 
my name by works of genius,’” ‘* What folly 
pofiefies thee | (refumed the good citizen) thou haft 
already taken root in the hofpital, and art of that 
‘kind of wood of which ftewards and even direCtors 
are made, Thou art going to leave what is folid, 
in order to employ thyfelf in trifies ; and thou wilt 
foon repent of thy imprudence, my child.”” 

The direftor feeing that he oppofed my defign 
¢o no purpofe, paid my wages, and over and a- 
pbove, made me a prefent of fifty ducats, as a ree 
compence for my faithful ferviees: fo; that with 
this, and what I found means to glean in the little 
commiffions that were intrufted to my integrity, I 
was in a condition, on my arrival at Madrid, te 
appear in a very handfome manner. This I failed 
not to do; though the writers of our nation don’t 
much pique themfelves on their neat appearance. 
J foon became acquainted with Lope de Vega*, Mi 
guei Cervantes de Saavedra f, and other famous aus 
thors; but in preference to thefe great men, I 
chofe for my preceptor, a young batchelor of Cor. 
dova, the incomparable Dcn Lywis de Gongora, 
the fineft genius that ever Spain produced. He 
will not allow his works to be printed in his life- 
time, but contents himfelf with reading them to 


* Lope Felix deVegaCarpio, a renowned dramatic poet, 
as much admired by the Spaniards, as Shakefpear (with 
whom he was cotemporary) is by the Englifh. He com- 
pofed 1800 pieces for the ftage, in verfe, befides many 
other works that proclaim the fruitfulnefe of his genius. 

+t Miguel Cervantes de Saavedra, the celebrated au- 
thor of Don Quixote. 
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his friends ; and what is very remarkable, nature 
has endued hit with the rare talent of fuc- 
ceeding in all kinds of poetry. He chiefly excels 
in fatire, which is indeed his main ftrength. He 
-is not (like Lueilius) a muddg river that fweeps a- 
fong with it abundance of flime ; but rather the 
Tagus, that rolls over golden fands its limpid 

ream.”” “ Thou draweft (faid I to. Fabricivs) 
an agreeable pi@ture of this fame batchelor 3 and I 
. don’t doubt that a perfon of fuch merit, has a 
‘great number of envious enemies,” ** All our 4u- 
thors (he teplied) good as wéll as bad, inveigh bit- 
‘terly againft him. He delights, fays one, in bom- 
baft, points, metaphors, and tranfpofition. His 


verfes, faith another, are as obfcure as thofe which | 


the Salian priefts fang in their proceffions, and 
which no body underftood. Others again find fault 
with his compofing fometimes fonnets or romances, 
fometimes comedies, ftanzas and acroftics ; as if he 
had foolifhly undertaken to eclipfe all the great maf- 
ters im their own different ways, But all thefe efforts 
of jealoufy are baffled by a mufe.that is cherifhed by 
aH ranks of people, from the higheft to the loweft. 

‘It was under’ this fkilful mafter that I ferved 
‘my apprenticefhip, and J dare fay, it has appeared : 
for, I have fo happily imbibed his genius, that I 
have already compofed forne detached pieces which 
‘he would not blufh to father. I opened my ware, 
(according to his example) in the hoafes of the 
great, where I am wonderfully well received, and 
have to do with people who are not difficult to 
pleafe. °Tistrue, indeed, my fuccefsful beginning 
has been of no differvice to my later compofitions. 
_ In fhort, I am beloved by feveral noblemen, and 
in particular, live with the Duke de Medina Sidonia, 
as Horace once lived with Macenas, You fee (added 
“Ja | Fabrie 
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Fabricius) in what manner I was metamorphofed im- 
to an author. I have nothing elfe to relate ; fo that 
it is now thy turn, Gil Blas, to rehearfe thy exploits.”° 
I opened accordingly, and fuppreffing every tri- 
vial circumftance, gave him the detail he defired ; , 
after which it being dinner-time, he took out of a 
his ebony cupboard, a couple of napkins, fome 
bread, the remains of a fhoulder ef roaft mutton, 
a bottle of excellent wine, and we fat down to 
table with all the gaity of two friends who meet, 
‘after a long feparation, ‘ Thou feeft (faid he) my 
free and independent life: I might, if I would, . 
0 and dine every day with the people of quality; © 
but, befides that the poetic inclination keeps me of- > 
tentimes at home, I ama fort of an Aniftippus 5 
and can equally accommodate myfelf to company 
and folitude, to affluence and frugality.”’ We liked 
the wine fo well, that there was a neceffity of 
‘taking another bottle from the ftore ; and towards 
the end of the repatt, I expreffed a defire of feeing 
fome of his productions, He iramediately fearched . 
among his papers for a fonnet, which he read aloud 
with great emphafis. Neverthelefs, in {pite of the 
charms of his reading, 1 found the performance fo 
ebfcure, that } could not eomprehend the meaning 
of one fyllable. Perceiving my ignorance, <*. This 
fonnet (faid he) does not feem very clear to thy ap- 
prehenfion : is it not fo ?”” 1 owned to him, that. 
I could have withed it had been more plain. Upon ° 
which, he fell a laughing at my expence. “If | 
this fonnet (he refumed) is not intelligible, fo 
much the better. The natural and fimple won't 
do for fennets, odes, and other works that require 
the fubline. The fole merit of ‘thefe, is in their 
odfcurity ; and it is fufficient if the poet himfelf 
thinks he underftands them,” “ You joke, friend, 
e A 2 (faid 
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faid I, interrupting him) good fenfe and perfpicuity 
ought to be ingredients in poetry of all kinds what- 
ever ; and if thy incomparable Gongora writes 
Not more plainly than thou doft, I confefs my o- 
pinion of him finks apace. He muft be a poet 
who can never deceive any other age than his own, 
Let us now have a fpecimen of thy profe.’” Here- 
upon, Nunnez produced a preface, which (he faid) 
he intended to prefix to a collection of comedies 
that he had then in the prefs ; and having read it, 
afked my opinion. ‘* I am (faid I) no better plea- 
fed with thy profe than with thy poetry. Thy fon- 
met is a piece of verbofe fultian ; and thy preface is 
compofed of far-fetch’d expreffions, words that 
have not the publick ftamp, perplexed phrafes; in 
a word, thy ftile is quite peculiar to thyfelf; and 
the books of our beft authors, amcient as well as 
modern, are written in a quite different manner.’* 
“© Poor Ignoramus! (cried Fabricius) thou doft not 
know then, that every profaic writer who now 
afpires at the reputation of a delicate pen, affects 
that fingularity of ftile, and thofe odd expreffions 
which fhock thee fo much. There are of us, five 
or fix bold innovators. who have undertaken to 
make a thorough change in the language; and we 
will accomplith it (pleafe God) in fpite of Lope de 
Vega, Cervantes, and all the fine geniufes who 
cavil at our new modes of fpeech. We are feconded 
by a number of partizans of diftinétion, and have 
even fome theologicians in our cabal. 

After all, (added he) our defign is commendable ; 
and, prejudice apart, we are more valuable thaa 
thofe natural writers, who fpeak like the common 
run of mankind. I don’t know for what reafon, 
they are efteemed by fo many perfons of honour. 


Their manner was proper enough at Athens, or 
Rome, 
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Rome, where there was no diftinétion in point of 
fpeaking 5 fo that Socrates faid to Alcibiades, the 
people was an excellent fchool-mafter. But at 
Madrid, we have-both 2 good and bad language, 
and our courtiers exprefs themfelves quite other- 
wife than our citizens, believe me. In fhort, our 
new ftile overtops that of our antagonifts, 1 will, 
by one example, make thee perceive the difference 
between the gentility of our di€ion, and the fiat- 
nefs of theirs. They would fay quite plainly, (for 
inftance) *‘ Interludes embellifh a comedy.”" While 
we with more fpirit, would pronounce---* Inter- 
ludes create beauty in a comedy.” Take notice of 
that, ‘‘ Create beauty.” Doft thou perceive all the 
brilliancy, all the delicacy, all the prettinefs of the 
expreffton ?”” 

I interrupted my innovator with a loud laugh. 
‘© Go, Fabricius, (faid 1) thoa art quite an origi- 
nal with this thy precious language.” ‘* And thou 
(anfwered he).art no better than a beaft, with thy 
natural ftile. Go, (faid he, repeating the words of 
the archbifhop of Grenada) go and tell my trea- 
furer, to give you an hundred ducats ; and heaven 
dire you with that fum ; adieu, Mr. Gil Blas, I 
with you a great deal of good fortune, with a lit- 
tle more tatte,”” 

I redoubled my mirth at this fally, and Fabricius 
forgiving me for having fpcke fo irreverently of his 
writings, loft nothing of his good-humour, We 
finifhed our fecond bottle, and getting up from 
table in a pretty good trim, went out with a de- 
fign to walk in the Prado , but paffing by the door 
of a tavern we took it in our heads to go in. 

This place was ufually frequented by good com- 


pany : and I obferved in two feparate halls, a great 


many savaliers amuting themfelves in different di- 
verfions« 
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verfions. In one, they played at draughts and 
primero 3 and in the other, ten or twelve perfon¢ 
were liftening very attentively to a difpute between 
two profeffed wits, We had no occafion to go near 
them, in order to learn that a metaphyfical pro- 
pofition was the fubje& of their difpute: for they 


_ ; talked with fuch warmth and tranfport, that they 


looked like people poffeffed. I imagine if Eleazar’s* 
ring had been put under their nofes, we thould 
have feen devils iffue with their breath. ‘‘ Good 
God ! (faid,1 to my companion) what paffion! 
what lungs 1 Thefe difputants were certainly born 
to be public criers, The greateft part of mankind 
are mifplaced.”” ‘* Yes, truly ; (he replied) thefe 
people feem to be of the race of Nevius, that 
Roman banker, whofe voice exceeded the noife of 
carmen. But (added he) what gives me the great. 
eft difguft at their difcourfe, is, that our ears.are 
ftunned to no purpofe.”” We removed at a dif- 
tance from thofe vociferous metaphyfisians, and by 


* Eleazar, a famous magician, who caft out devils 
by tying to the nofe of the poffeffed, a certain myfticak 

ng, which the demon no fooner fmelled, than he over- 
turned and abandoned the patient. He performed before 
the Emperor Vefpafian, and in order to fhew the powet 
he had over the devil, commanded him to overfet a 
pitcher of water. This the demon immediately com- 
plied with, to the aftonifhment of all prefent. 


+ Novius, whom M. La Sage honoury with the title 
of banker, was no other than a rank ufurer, who, from 
being a flave, came to be a rich citizen of Rome. Ho- 
race, who has perpetuated his infamy, has alfo immorta 
lized the loudnefe of his voice in the fixth fatire of his 
fir book. 
———at hic plauftra ducenta 
Concurrantque foro triafanera magna fonabit 
Cornua quod, vinéatque tubas=——= that 
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_ that expedient, I prevented a violent head-ach which 
had begun to feize me. We went and fat down 
in the corner of the other halt, whence, while we 
drank refrefhing liquors, we éxamined the cava- 


hers as they came ia and went out; as Nusnoz . 


knew almoft all of them. “ Egad! (cried he) the 
difpute of owr philofophers, won’t be foon overs 
here aro freth reinforcements arriving : thefe three 
then will engage in the fray. Bae feet thow thefs 
two originals going Gat ?. That lade, fwarthy, 
Withered creatute, whote lank: ftsaight hair falls 
down in oqual portions, befére aad behind, is called 
Don Julien dé Vellanemo; and ls a young judge 
who affedts the beau: one of thy friende. and I, 
going. to dine with him tother day, furprifed him 
in a pretty fingular occupation, He was diverting 
hintfelf in his clofet; by throwing away the writs 
ings of a procefs, of which he is to make a report, 
and making 4 great gtey-hound bring them ‘back 
again to him ; while the dog.tore them. to pieced 
very handfomely. The name of that licentiate 
with the copper-nofe, who accompanies him, is Don 


Cherubin Tonto, a canofi of the chutch of Tolédo, . 


the weakeft mortal in the world; though by his 
fprightly fmiling alr, you woutd imagine he had a 
great deal of wit. He has bright fparkling eyes, 
‘-- with an arch malicious fneer 3; f that one would 
be-apt to think him a wag. When he hears a de- 
licate performance read, he liftens with fuch at- 
tention as feems full of underftanding, and all the 
while, comprehends nothing at all of thé matter, 
He dined with us at the judge’s houfe, where an 
infinite number of witty things were faid: but he 
{poke never a word, though he applauded them 
with grimaces, and geftures that feemed even fu- 
perior to the fallies that we uttered, 

. : “ Doft 
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** Do thou know (faid I to Nunnez) thefe two 
fhabby fellows, who, with their elbows on the 
table, fit in a corner, and converfe together in 
whifpers?”’ ‘* No (faid he) their faces are quite 
unknown to me ; but, in all likelinood, they are 
coffee-houfe politicians who cenfure the gevern- 
ment. Mind that genteel cavalier who whiftles as 
he walks through the hall, and fupports himfelf 
fometimes on one foot, fometimes on another: 
that is Don Auguftin Moreto, a young poet who 
was born with fome genius, but flatterers and ig- 
norant people have almoft turned his brain. The 
man. whom he accoftsy is one of his confederates, 
who is alfo moon-ftruck, and rhimes in profe.”’ 

‘* More authors {till | (cried he, thewing me two 
well dreffed men coming ia) one would think they 
had made a rendezvous here, ta pafs in review be- 
fore thee. Thefe are Don Bernard Deffenguado, 
and Don Sebaftian de Villa Vicjofa. The firft is a 
genius full of gall, an author born under the _pla- 
net Saturn, a malicieus mortal, whofe pleafure 
confifts in hating all the world, and is himfelf be- 
loved by no body. As for Don Sebaitian, he is a 
young fellow of candour, who will let nothing le 
upon his confcience ; he lately brought a perform- 
ance on the ftage, which had an extraordinary run; 
ahd now he has printed it, that he may no.longer 
abufe the efteem of the public.” 

The charitable pupil of Gongora was going on, 
in explaining the figures of this pi€ture, which 
fhifted fo often to the view ; when a gentleman be- 
longing to the duke de Medina Sidonia, came and 
interrupted him, faying, ‘* Signior Don Fabricio, 
' J was looking for you, in order to let you know 
that his grace wauld fpeak with you immediately, 
at his own boufe, Nunngz, who knew that a 

grandee’s. 
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grandee’ 's withes cannot be too foon fatisfied, quitted 
me in a trice, to go and wait upon his Mizcenas 3 


while I remained very much aftonifhed to hear him. 


' honoured with the appellation of Don, and fee him 
thus become noble in defpite of his fire, mafter 
Chryfoftom the barber, 


CHAP. XIV. 


Fabricius introduces Gil Blas to the fervice of count Gae 
liano, a@ Sicilian nobleman. 


Was fo defirous of feeing Fabricius again, that 

I vifited him early next morning. ‘‘ Good 
morrow, (faid I, when J entred) Signior Don Fa 
bricio, the flower, or rather glow-worm_of the 
Afturian nobility!’ At thefe words he laughed 
heartily, ‘* Thou hatt obferved then (cried he) 
that I am dubbed a Don?” “ Yes, Mr. Gene 
tleman, (I replied) and give me Jeave to tell you, 
that when you recounted your metamorphofes 
yefterday, you forgot the beft part of it.” “ I 
did fo, (anfwered he) but truly, if I have affumed 
that honourable title, it was not fo much with a 
view to gratify my own vanity, as to accommodate 
‘myfelf to that of athers. Thou knoweft the hu- 
mour of. the Spaniards ; they make no account of 
an honeft man, if he has the misfortune to be 
both poor and mean born. I muft tell thee too, 
that I fee fo many people call themfelves Don Fran- 


cifco, Don Pedro, or Don what-you-will, that Hf. 


there is no cheat in the cafe, thou wilt allow no- 
bility to be a very common thing, and agree that 
a plebeian of merit honours it by his affociation. 
“But let us change the fubject, (added he ;) laft 
might I fupped at the Duke de Medina Sidonia’ 8, 
‘where, among other guefts, was Count Galiano, 
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a Sicilian nobleman of the firft rank: and the 
converfation turning on the ridiculous etfects of 
felf-love, I, charmed that I had it in my power to 
entertain the company on that fubjeé, regaled them 
with the ftory of the homilies, Thou mayft well 
imagine they, laughed heartily, and .cenfured the 
archbifhop ashe deferved. This produced -no bad 
effect for thee ; for thou waft pitied hy every body 5 
and Count Galiano, after having afked a good many 
queftions concerning thee, to which thou mayit 
. believe I made fuicable anfwers, defired me to 

bring thee to his houfe. Iwas juft-now going in 
queft of thee, to. conduct thee thither, I fuppofe 
he intends to offer thee the place of one of his 
fecretaries; and I advifz thee to accept of it. The 
count is rich, and fpends like an. embaffador, at 
Madrid: he is come to court, it is faid, to confer 
with the duke of Lerma, about the crown demefns 
which that minifter defigns to alienate in Sicily, 
In fhort, Count Galiano, though a Sicilian, feems 
to be generous, juft and open ; and thou canft not 
do better than attach thytelf tohim: he is the man, 
in all probability, who is deftined to enrich thce, 
according to what was foretold in thy behalf at 
Grenada,”’ 

** T had refolved (faid ¥ to Nunnez) to live at 
large a little, and enjoy myfelf a good while, be- 
f:re I fhouid go to fervice again: but thou fpéakett 
to me of this Sicilian count in fuch a manner, as 
induces me to change my refolution, and even to 
with I was already in his family.’? ‘© Thou mayft 
foon be there, (he replied) or 1 am much-miftaken.”” 
At the fame time we went out together to the count, 
who Jodged in the houfe of his friend Don Sancho 
@ Avila, then in the ceuntry, 
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We found in the court a great number of pages 
and footmen, cloathed ina livery equally rich and 
gay ; and in the anti-chamber fevera) ufhers, gen- 


tlemen, and other officers, all magnificently dreffed ; | 


but withal fo ugly, that they looked like a com- 
pany of apes in Spanith garb. There are figures, 
both of men and women, cn which all art is thrown 
away, - 

Don Fabricius having fent in his name, was imme- 
diately introduced into aroom, whither I followed 
him ; and found the count in his morning-gown, 
fitting on a fopha, and drinking chocolate. We 


faluted him with all the demonftrations of the moft © 


profound refpecét; and he honoured us with an 
inclination of the head, accompanied by fuch 


a gracious fmile, as at once gained my heart. A > 


‘wonderful effe&t, though an ordinary one, which 
a favourable reception from the great, produces in 
our breafts} They muft receive us very ill indeed, 
-before we be difgufted at their behaviour. 

Having drank his chocolate, he amufed himfelf 
fome time in playing with a large baboon that fat 
by him, and was called Cupid. I don’t know 
for what reafon the name of that god was beftowed 
on this animal, unlefs it was, becaufe it had all 


his malice; for it refembled him in nothing” 


elfe. |Such as it was, however, it did not fail 
to give vaft delight to its mafter, who. was fa 
much charmed with its merry tricks, that he hugged 
it inceffantly in his arms. Though Nunnez and I 
_ ‘were not much diverted with the gambols of this 
beaft, we feigned ourfelves enchanted with its 


performances; which pleafed the Sicilian fo much, 


that he fufpended the pleafure he erjoyed in this 
paftims, to tell me, ‘* Friend, you have it in 
your option to be ong of my fesretaries; if you 
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like the place, I will give you two hundred piftoles 
a year, without any other recommendation than 
that of Don Fabricio.’? ‘* M~ lord, (cried Nun- 
nez) I am bolder than Plato, whe had not courage 
enough to anfwer for one of his friends, whom he 
fent to the tyrant Dionyfius. I am not afraid of 
bringing reproaches upon myfelf, by vouching for 
_ my friend,” 

_ I thanked the Afturian poet with a low bow, 
for his obliging confidesce : then addreffing myfelf 
to my patron, affured him of my Zeal and fidelity. 
This nobleman no fooner perceived that I relithed his 
propofal, than he ordered his fteward to be called ; 
to whom having communicated fomething in a 
whifper, he faid, *‘ Gil Blas, I will tell you pre- 
fently what is to be the nature of your employ- 
ment. Mean while, you may follow my fteward, 
' who has received oraers concerning you. I ac- 
cordingly obeyed, leaving Fabricio with the count 
and Cupid. 

The fteward, who was a moft fybtle Mefiinezc, 
conducted me to his apartment, where he loaded 
me with civilities ; and fending for the taylor who 
had equipped the whole family, ordered him to 
make for me with all difpatch, a fuit of cloaths of 
the fame magnificence as thofe of the principal 
officers, The taylor having taken meafure of me, 
and retired, “* As for your lodging, (faid the Mef- 
fineze) I know. a chamber that will exaétly fit you. 
But have you breakfafted ?”” (added he.) WhenI 
anfwered in the negative, ‘* Ah poor lad, (faid he) 
why did not you fpeak ? Come, I will thew you 
to a place where, thank heaven, you may have 
what you will for the afking.”” 

So faying, he carried me down to the buttery, 
where we found the butler, a true Neapolitan, 
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every whit as cunning as the.Meffenian. It might 


be faid-‘of him and the fteward, Thefe two make a. 


pair, This honeft butler, with five or fix of his 
friends, were cramming themfelves with ham, cold 
tongue, and other relifhing bits, which obliged them 
to redouble their draughts. We joined thefe hearty 
cocks, and affifted them in their attacks upon the 
count’s beft wines. While this fcene paffed in the 
buttery, another fuch was a@ed in the kitchen: 
the cook alfo treated three or four tradefmen of his 
acquaintance, who filled their belles with rabbit 
and partridge pies: the very fcullions enjcyed 
themfelves on what they could pifer: fo that I 
thought myfelf in a houfe abandoned to pillage z 
yet thefe were but trifles, in comparifon to what I 
did not fee, 


CHAP. XV. 


Count Galiano invefts Gil Blas with an employment in bis 
| boufe. 


WEN T to fetch my baggage to my new habi- 
tation ; and when I returned, the count was at 
dinner, with feveral noblemen and the poet Nun- 
nez, who called for what he wanted with an eafy 
air, and mingled in the-converfation, Nay, I ob- 
ferved that every word he fpoke, afforded pleafure 
to the company. What a fine thing is genius! 
A man of wit can eafily turn himfelf into all fhapes. 
I dined with the officers, who were treated 
pretty much in the fame manner as our patron; 
and in the afternoon retired to my chamber, where 
¥ hegan to refiect on my condition, ‘* Well, Gil 
Blas, (faid I to myfelf) thou art now in the fervice 
of a Sicilian count, with whofe real chara€ter thou 
art utterly unacquainted. If we may judge by 


appearance, 
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appearance, thou wilt be in this family like a fith 
in the water; but we muft fwear to nothing ; and 
thou oughr’ft to diftruft thy fate, the malignity of 
which thou haft but too often experienced. Be- 
fides, thou doft not know for what employment 
thou art retained: he has already two fecretaries _ 
and a fteward ; what fervice then does he expect 
from thee ? It looks asif he intended ‘to make thee 
his Mercury. In good time! One cannot be on a 
better footing with a nobleman, in order to make’ 
his way toa good poft. He who limits himfelf to 
honourable fervices only, moves flowly, ftep by. 
ftep, and feldom gains his point at laft. | 

While I was engroffed by thefe fine reflections, 
a lacquey came to tell me, that all the company 
who had dined at our houfe were gone home, and 
that the count wanted to fpeak with me, I flew 
inftantly to his apartment, where I found him lying 
on his couch, ready to take his:afternoon’s nap with 
his baboon, which always bore him company. 

‘© Come hither, Gil Blas, (faid he) take a chair, 
and liflen to what I am going to fay.’ I obeyed 
his orders, and he fpoke to me in thefe terms: 
* Don Fabricio, has told me, that among other - 
good qualities, you poffefs that of attaching your- 
felf to your mafters; and that you are a young man 
of incorruptible integrity. Thefe two qualifica- 
tions determined me to take you into my fervice : 
for I have great occafion for an affectionate do- 
meftick, who will efpoufe my intereft, and em- 
ploy his whole attention in hufbanding my eftate. 
Iamrich, ’tistrue, but my yearly expence greatly 
exceeds my income, ‘The reafon is plain; I am 
plundered by my fervants, and live in my own 
houfe as if I was in a foreft among robbers. I 


fufpe& my butler and fteward of having a fellow- 
K 3 feeling 
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feeling the’ one with the other; and this is more 
than enough to ruin me from top to bottom, You 
will fay, if I have reafon to think them rogues, 
why don’t I turn them away? But where fhall I 
find others made of a different kind of ftuff? I 
will be fatisGed with having them both obferved by 
a man who thall have a right to infpect their con- 
duct ; and you are the perfon whom I have chofen 
for that commiffion ; of which if you acquit your- 
felf wel}, vc affured that you fhall not ferve an un- 
grateful mafter ; for I will take care to procure for 
you a very advantageous fettlement in Sicily. 
Having fpoke thus, he difmiffed mej; and that 
very evening, in prefence of all his domefticks, I 
was proclaimed fuperintendant of the family. This 
. did not give the Meffineze and Neapolitan great 
mottification at firft, becaufe they loeked upon’ 
me as a jolly companion, of a good compo- 
fition ; and concluded, that by giving me a fhare 


of the fpoil, they fhould be allowed to goon in | 


their old courfe, But they looked very filly next 
day, when I declared to them, that I was an ene- 
my to all mifdemeanour, I demanded of the 
butler an account of the provifions ; I vifited the 
cellar, and took an inventory of-every thing he 
had in his charge ; I mean, table-linen’ and - plate, 
I then exhorted them to be faving of cur patron’s 
wealth, to lay out with cconomy ; and ended my 
advice, by protefting to them, that I would in- 
form that nobleman of every thing that I fhould 
obferve amifs in his houfe. I did -not ftop here ; 
refolving to have a {py, who might difcover if there 
was any finifter intelligence between them, I caft 
my eyes on a fcullion, who being won by my 
promifes, affured me that I could not have ap- 
plied to.a more proper perfon, to get: notice. of 
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every thing that happened in the houfe: that the 
butler and fteward were in a confederacy, and 
burnt the candle at both ends: that ‘they daily fe- 
creted one half of the provifion that was bought 
for the family: that the Neapolitan took care of 
a lady who lived oppofite to the college of St. 
Thomas ; and that the Meffenian entertained an- 
ether at the Sun-gate: that thefe two gentlemen 
fent all forts of provifion to their nymphs every 
morning: and that the cook alfo, difpatched 
favoury meffes to a widow of his acquaintance in 
the neighbourhood: and that in confideration of | 
his fervices to the other two, to whom he was en- 
tirely devoted, he difpofed, as they did, of the 
wines in the cellar: in fhort, that thefe three do- 
mefticks occafioned a moft horrible expence in the 
Count’s houfe. ‘* If you doubt my report, (added 
the fcullion) take the trouble of going to-morrow 
mourning about feven o’clock to the «college of 
St. Thomas, and you fhall fee me loaded with a 
bafket, which will change your deubts into cer- 
tainty.’” ‘* So, (faidI to him) thou art agent to 
thefe gallant purveyors ?’’ ‘‘I am (he replied) em- 
ployed by the butler, and one of my comrades 


_adts for the fteward.”” 


I had the curiofity to repair next morning, at 
the appointed hour, to the college of St. Thomas, 
where I did not wait long for my fpy, whom I 
faw coming along with a huge bafket filled with 
butehers meat, poultry and venifon. I took an 
inventory of the particulars, of which I formed in 
my pocket-book a fmall verbal procefs, that f 
went and fhewedto my mafter, after having told 
the trencher-fcraper, that he might execute his. 
commiffion as ufual. 
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_ The Sicilian nobleman, who was naturally paf- 
fionate, refolved in his firft tranfport to turn away 
the Neapolitan and Meffenian ; but after having 
reflected more coolly, contented himfelf with dif- 
miffing the laft, to whofe place I fucceeded: fo 
that my office of fuperintendant was fuppreffed 
foon after its creation: and truly I was not forry 
for it; for it was, properly fpeaking, no other 
than the honourable employment of a {py ; anda 
poft which had nothing fubftantial in ic: whereas, 
by being made fteward, I became mafter of the 
trong box, and that is every thing. The fteward 
always poffeffes the firft rank among the domefticks 
of a great family: and there are fo many {mall 
perquifites attached to his adminiftration, that he 
may grow rich, even tho’ he be an honeft man. 
My Neapolitan, whofe budget was not yet ex- 
haufted, obferving my brutal zeal, that I got up 
every morning, to fee and keep an account of 
what victuals were bought, no longer fecreted 
a part but the rafcal continued to purchafe the 


fame quantity as before. By this ftratagem, in- | 


creafing the profit he drew from the refufe of the 
table, which was.his perquifite, he found himfelf 
in a condition to treat his charmer at leaft with 
drefled victuals, if he could not furnifh her 
with raw provifion, In fhort, the devil loft no- 
thing by this reformation, and the count was not 
- a whit the better for having the pheenix of ftew- 
ards in his fervice. “The fuper-abundance that I 
then perceived at every meal, made me guefs this 
new trick, which I immediately defeated, by re- 
trenching what was fuperfluous in every courfe. 
This I did, hewever, with fuch prudence, that 
the alteration could not be perceived; one would 
have thought that there was itll the fame profu- 

fion : 
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fion: and yet, by this ceconomy, I eonfiderably | 


_diminifhed the expence. This was what my pa- 


tron required ;. he wanted to retrench, without 
appearing lefs magnificent: for his avarice waa 
{ubordinate to his oftentation. 

There was alfo another abufe to be reformed : I 
found the wine ran out apace: if, for example, 
twelve cavaliers happened te dine with my matter, 
they would exhauft fifty, and fometimes five do- 
zen of bottles, I was aftonifhed at this wafte, 
and not doubting that there muft be fome roguery 
in the cafe, conftilted my oracle, that is, my drudge, 
with whom I very often had private conferences, 


-and who made a faithful report of every thing 


that was faid or done in the kitchen, where he 

was not in the leaft fufpe&ted. He told me, that 

the wafte of which I complained, proceeded from 
a new league between the butler, cook, and thofe 

lacquies who filled the wine, and who carried off 
all the bottles half emptied, which were after- 

«wards fhared among the confederates. I fpoke to 

the footmen on this fubje&t, and threatened to 

turn them out of doors, if ever they fhould think. 

proper to repeat this practice: upon which, they: 

were reclaimed. My mafter, whom I took care 

to advertife of the moft minute things which I 

performed for his advantage, loaded me with 

ptaifes, and grew every day more and more fond- 
of me: and J, in order to reward the good fervices 

of the fcullion, created him cook’s affiftant. 

The Neapolitan was enraged to find me always 
on the ‘catch with him ; and was cruelly mortified 
with the contradi@ions he underwent, whenever 
he prefented his accounts to me: for, that I might 
pare his nails the clofer, I took the trouble of 
“going to market, to learn the price of — — 
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before he went thither; and, as he attempted to 
impofe upon me afterwards, gave him a vigorous 
repulfe. I was very well perfuaded, that he curfed 
me an hundred times a day ; but the fubje@& of his 
maledictions hindered me from dreading their force. 
I can’t imagine how he could bear my perfecutions, 
and remain in the fervice of the Sicilian nobleman. 
Doubtlefs, in f{pite: of all my endeavours, he found 
his account in his perfeverance. 

Fabricio, whom I frequently faw, and to whom 
I recounted all my hitherto unheard exploits, in 
quality of fteward, was more difpofed to blame 
than applaud my condu&. ‘‘ God grant, (faid he 
one day) that thou mayft be recompenfed for all 
this difintereftednefs ; but between thee and me, 
I believe it would not fare the worfe with thee, if 
thou waft not quite fo rough with the butler.”” 
© How ! (anfwered 1) fhall that robber charge in 
his bill ten piftoles for a fith that did not coft four, 
and J pafs over that article??? ‘‘ Why not? (he 
replied coldly) let him give thee the half of the; 
fuper-plus, according to cuftom. In good faith ! 
my friend, (continued he, fhaking his head) you 
are a meer ninny, and, in all appearance, will 
grow grey in fervitude, fince you neglect to flay 
the eel while itis in your hand. Take my word 
for it, fortune refembles thofe brifk airy coquets 
who defpife the gallant that ftands upon cere- 
mony.”” ? 

I only laughed at the difcourfe: of Nunnez, who 
laughed again in his turn; and would have per- 
fuaded me that he had only fpoke in jeft, being - 
afhamed of having giving me bad councel in vain. 
I continued firm in the refolution of being always 
zealous and faithful: I felt no inclination to be 
otherwife ; and I dare fay, that in four months I 
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faved to my mafter, by my ceconomy, three thou- 
fand ducats at leaft. 


CHAP. XVI. 


Aa accident happens to Count Galiano’s baboon, which 
és the caufe of great affliction to that nobleman, Gil 
Blas falls fick; the confequence of bis diff emper, 


BOUT this time the repofe of the family 

was ftrangely difturbed by an accident which 
will feem trifling to the reader; though it turned 
out a very ferious matter to the fervants, and 
efpecially to me: Cupid, that baboon of which I 
have made mention, that animal fo beloved by our 
matter, attempting one day to leap from one win- 
dow to another, acquitted himfelf fo ill in the per- 
formance, that he fell down into the court, and 
diflocated his leg. The count no .fooner: under- 
ftood this misfortune, than he uttered fuch piercing 
cries, that they were heard all over the neighbour- 
hood; and in the excefs of his grief, attacking 
all his fervants without exception, he had well 
nigh made a clean houfe. His fury, however, was 
limited to curfing our negligences, and abufing us, 
without fparing terms of reproach. He fent im- 
mediately for thofe furgeons who were moft ex-. 
pert in fractures and diflocated bones ; and who 
having vifited the patient’s leg, reduced it, and 
applied bandages accordingly. But though all of 
them affured him there was no danger, my mafter 


_ retained one of them in the houfe, to be always 


near the animal, until it was perfe€tly cured. 

J thould be to blame if I paffed over in filence the 
grief and anxiety which preyed upon the heart of _ 
the Sicilian nobleman, during the whole time of 
the cure, Will it be believed, that all the day 
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he did not ftir from his dear Cupid? He was al- 
ways prefent when it was dreffed, and got out of 
bed to vifit him two or three times every night. 
‘But the moft troublefome circumftance of. all was, 
that every domeftick in the family, and I in par- 
ticular, were always up, that we might be at 
hand, to be fent wherefoever it fhould be thought 
proper, for the fervice of this ape. In a word, 
-we had no reftin the houfe, till fuch time as this. 
plaguey beaft, having recovered of his fall, betook 
himfelf again to his ufual caperings and tumblings. 
After this, can we refufeto credit the report of 
Suetonius, when he fays Caligula loved his horfe 
to fuch a degree, that he beflowed upon him a 
houfe richly furnifhed, with officers to ferve him, 
and even defigned to make him conful ? My pa- 
tron was no lefs charmed with hig baboon, which 
he would willingly have created a corregidor, had 
it been in his power. | 

An unlucky circumftance for me was, that I had 
{urpaffed all the valets in demonftrations of con- 
cern, that I might, in fo doing, make my court 


to my mafter ; and undergone fuch fatigue in be- - 


half of Cupid, that I fell fick upen it, and was 
feized with fuch a violent fever, that 1 loft my 
fenfes, and know not how I was managed for 
fifteen days ; during which, I was in a manner be- 
tween life and death, ‘This only I know, that my 
-youth ftruggled fo fuccefsfully againit the fever, 
and perhaps againft the remedies that were ad- 
minifired, that, at length, I recovered my un- 
derftanding. The firft ufe I made of it, was to 
_perceive that I was not in my own chamber ; and 
wanting to know the reafon, I afked it of an old 
woman who attended me: but fhe replied, that 


I muft not fpeak ; for the. phyfician had exprefly 
for- ° 
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forbid it, "When we are in good health, we com- 
monly laugh at the do€tor ; but when we are fick, 
we calmly fubmit to his prefcription. 

_ I thought proper, therefore, to hold my tongue, 
how much foever I longed to converfe with my 
nurfe; and was engaged in reflections on this 
fubje€&t, when two fpruce beaus entered, dreffed 
in velvet, with very fine ruffledlinen. I imagined 
they were two noblemen, friends of my matter, 
who out of confideration for him, came to fee 
me. On this fuppofition, I made an effort to 
fit up, and fhewed my refpe& by taking off my cap : 
but my nurfe laid me all along again, and told me, 
that thefe gentlemen were my phyfician and apo- 
thecary. 

The doétor coming to the bed-fide, felt my 
pulfe, confidered my countenance, and obferving 
all the fymptoms of an immediate cure, affumed 
an air of tridmph, as if he had greatly contributed 
toit: faying, that there was nothing wanting to 
finith the work, but a purge; after which, he 
might boaft of having -performed a fine cure. 
When he had fpoke thus, he made the apothecary 
write a prefcription, which while he dictated, he 
viewed himfelf in a giafs, adjufted his periwig, 
and made fuch grimaces, that I could not help 
laughing, in fpite of my weakly condition. He 
then made me a folemn bow, and went away, 
much more engroffed by his own figure than by 
‘the medicines he had prefcribed. 

After his departure, the apothecary, who had 
not come thither for nothing, prepared himfelf for 
doing fomething, which may be eafily gueffed ; 
whether he was afraid that the old woman could 
not acquit herfelf with dexterity enough, or wanted 
" . to operate himfelf, in order to inhance the value 

‘Vo,, Iu, L of 


106 The ADVENTURES of 


of his ware; but, with all his addrefs, I don’e 
know how it happened, the operation was {carce 
performed, when [I reftored to the operator all 
that he had given me, and left his velvet fuit in a 
fine pickle. He looked upon this accident as a 
misfortune annexed to pharmacy, and wiping him- 
felf with a towel, in filence, went away, refolv- 
ing to make me pay the fcowrer, to whom he was 
certainly obliged to fend his cloaths, 

He returned next morning, more plainly dreffed, 
though he had no rifk to run that day, in bringing 
the phyfic, which the doétor had prefcribed the 
night before. For Inotonly felt myfelf mending 
every moment, but had fuch an averfion, fince 
the preceding day, to phyficians and apothecaries, 
that I even curfed the univerfities where thofe 
gentlemen receive the power of flaying men with 
impunity. 

In this difpofition, I fwore that I would take 
no more medicine, and wifhed Hippocrates at the 
devil, with all his gang. The apothecary, who 
did not mind what became of his compofition, 
provided he was paid for it, left ic on the table, 
and retired, without fpeaking a word. I or- 
dered the villainous medicine to be thrown out at 
a window immediately, being fo much prepoffeffed 
againft it, that I fhould have thought myfelf poi- 
foned, had I fwallowed it. To this ftroke of dif- 
obedience, I added another, I broke filence, and 
told my nurfe, in a peremptory tone, that I abfo- 
lutely infifted on knowing what was become of 
my mafter. The old woman, who was appre- 
henfive of exciting in me a dangerous emotion, 
fhould fhe gratify my curiofity 3 or refolving, per-— 
haps, to irritate my diftemper by her obitinacy, 
made no anf{wer; but J pertitted with fo much 

paffion, 


OS eS. 


GIL BLAS. ~ 107 
paffion, that fhe replied, at length, “ Signior ca- 
valier, you aré now your own mafter, Count Ga- 
kano is gone back to Sicily.” 

I coutd not believe what I heard, and yet there 
was nothing more true. ‘That nobleman, the very 
fecond day of my diftemper, fearing that I would 
die at his houfe, had the generofity to order me 
to be tranfported, with my little effeéts, to a hired 
room, where he had abandoned me, without ce- 
remony, to providence and the care of a nurfe, - 
In the intérim, -having received an order from 
court, obliging him to repafs into Sicily, he fet 
out with fuch precipitation, that I was not fo 
much as thought of ; whether he already numbered 
me with the dead, -or that people of quality are 
troubled with fhort memories. , | 

My nurfe informed me of all this, and likewife 
affured me, that it was fhe who Nad called the 
phryfician and apothecary, that I might not perifh 
for want of affiftance. Thefe comfortable news 
threw me imto'a profound reverie, Adieu, my 
advantageous fettlement in Sicily | my fanguine 
Hopes farewel! ‘ When any great misfortune 
happens to you, (fays a certain pope) examine 
yourfetf well, and you will always perceive that 
it was, in fome meafure, owing to your own fault.°* 
No difparagement to this holy father, I- can’t fee 
how I contributed to my own mifchance on- this 
occafion, 

When “I found the Aittesing chimeras, with 
which I had ftuffed my imagination, vanifhed, 
the next thing that I concerned myfelf about 
was my portmanteau, which J ordered her to bring 
to my bed-fide, that I might examine it. I fighed, 
when I perceived it open, crying, Ah! my deap 
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portmanteau, my only confolation! you have 
been, I fee, at the mercy of ftrangers. ‘* No, no, 
Signior Gil Blas, (faid the old woman) den’t be 
uneafy : nothing is ftolen from you; I have pro- 
tected your box, as if it had been my own ho- 
nour.”” 


I found in it the fuit of cloaths which I had. 


when I came into the count’s fervice, but I looked 
in vain for that which the Meffenian had ordered 
to be made for me. My mafter had not thought 
_ proper to leave it with me, or elfe fomsebddy had 
made free with it, during my delirium, All my 
other baggage remained, and even a great leathern 
purfe that contained my money, which I reckoned 
twice, as I could not, at firft, believe, that there 
were but fifty piftoles remaining, of two hundred 
and fixty, that were in it before I fell fick, “ What 
is the meaning of this, my good mother! (faid I 
to the nurfe) my finances are terribly diminithed.”” 
** And yet no body, except myfelf, have touched 
them, (faid the old woman) and 1 have been as 
frugal as poffible : but ficknefs is very expenfive ; 
one is always laying out. Here, (added the good 
mother, taking a packet of papers out of her 
pocket) here is an account of the expence, as juft 
as the current coin, which will. thew that I have 
not employed a maravedi ami(s.”” 


I glanced over the bill, which contained fifteen. 


or twenty pages. Mercy upon me! what a quan- 
tity of poultry had been bought, while I was 


out of my fenfes. There was in broths only, to. 


the amount of twelve piftales, at leaft. The other 
articles were anfwerable to this. It can’t be ima- 
gined, how mueh was laid out for wood, candles, 
water and brooms, Neverthelefs, {welled as this 
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account was, the fum total did not exceed thirty 
piftoles, confequently there ought to be a remain- 
der of one hundred and eighty, This I repre- 
fented to her; but the beldame, with an air of de- 
votion, began to take all the faints to witnefs, 
that there were but fourfcore piftoles in the purfe, : 
when the count’s butler gave her the charge of 
my portmanteau. ‘* What is that you fay, goody? 
(cried I, with precipitation). was it the butler who, 
put my things into your hands ?? Without 
doubt, it was he, (fhe replied) by this token, 
that when he gave me them, he faid, ‘* Good 
mother, when Signior Gil Blas is* ftiff, don’t fail 
to treat him with a good funeral, for there is 
money enough in the portmanteau to anfwer the 
nce,’* 

_ “ Ah, damned Neapolitan! (cried I) I am no 
longet’ at a lofs to know how my money is gone: 
you have fwept it away, to make yourfelf fome 
amends: for the thefts I hindered you to commit.’” 
After this apoftrophe, I thanked heaven that the 
knave had not carried off the whole. Whatever 
reafon I had, however, to accufe the butler of 
having robbed me, I could not help thinking; that 
the nurfe might, pofibly, have done the deed. 
My fufpicion fell fometimes on one, fometimes on 
the other; but it was ftill the fame thing to me. 
. J faid nothing to the old woman: I did not everr 
cavil at the articles of her confcionable bill; for I 
fhould have got nothing by wrangling; and every 
ene muft Underftand his trade: my refentment, 
therefore, was contented with paying and dif- 
miffing: her three days after. 

* I believe, when fhe went from me, fhe adver- 
tifed the apothecary, that the had been difmiffed, 
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and that I was well enough to decamp, without 
taking my leave of him ; for, in a moment after, 
he came to me, quite out of breath, and prefented 
his bill, in which, under names that were utterly 
unknown to me, although I had heen a phyfician, 
he had fet down all the pretended medicines, with 
which he had furnifhed me, while I was out of 
my fenfes. This bill might be juftly faid to have 
been written in the true fpirit of an apothecary ; 
4nd accordingly we difputed about the payment of 
it. I infifted on his abating one half of the fum 
he demanded: he fwore he would not abate one 
maravedi. Confidering, however, that he had to 
do with a young man, who might give him the 
flip, by quitting Madrid that very day, he chofe 
_ rather to be contented with what I offered, that is, 
three times the value of his drugs, than to run 


the rifk of lofing the whole. I gave him the- 


money with infinite regret, and he retired, fully 
revenged for the fmall difgrace he had fuffered on 
the day of the glyfter. 

The phyfician appeared a!noft at the fame time 3; 


for thofe animals are always at the tail of one | 


anether. I paid him for his vifits, which had 
been very numerous, and fent him away very well 
fatisfied. But before he would leave me, in order 
to prove that he had earned his fees, he related 
all the mortal fymptoms, which he had prevented, 
in my diftemper: a tafk he performed in very 
learned terms, and with an agreeable air, though it 
was altogether above my comprehenfion. WhenI 
had difpatched him, I thought I had got rid of all 
the minifters of the fates. But I was miftaken : 
a furgeon, whom I had never feen, entered my 
apartment, and having faluted me very refpeGfully, 
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expreffed great joy in feeing me out of danger ; 
a deliverance which (he faid) he attributed to two 
copious bleedings that he had performed, and fome 


' cupping-glaffes which he had the honour to apply. 


This was another feather to be plucked from my 
wing: I was fain to pay tribute to the furgeon 
alfo. After fo many evacuations, my putrfe be- 
came fo feeble, that it was little better than a 
litelefs corfe, fo little of the radical moifture re- 
mained. : 

I began to lofe courage, when I faw myfelf re- 
lapfing into a ftate of mifery.° I had, while I 
ferved my laft mafters, conceived too great affec- 
tion for the conveniencies of life, and could no 
longer, as formerly, look upon indigence with the 
eye of acynic philofopher. 1 will own, how- 
ever, that I was very much in the wrong, to lét 
myfelf fall a prey to melaneholy. After having fo 
often experienced, that fortune no fooner over- 
threw than fhe raifed me up again, I ought to 
have regarded the troublefome fituation in which 
I was, as another introduCtion to profperity. 


The End of the Szvzentx Boox. 
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CHAP. I 


Gil Blas contra&s a good acquaintance, and obtains a 
poft that confoles him for Count Galiano’s ingratitude, 
‘The biftory of Don Valerio de Luna, _ ie 


| Y not having heard of Nunnez all 
M this time, furprifed me fo much, that I 
concluded he muft be in the country : 

and as foon as I could walk, went to. his’ lodgings, 
where I underftood that he had aétually gone to 
Andaloufia, three weeks before, with the Duke de 
Medina Sidonia, One morning, at waking, Don 
Melchior de la Ronda came into my head ; and re- 
membering that I had promifed to him, while I 
was at Grenada, to vifit his nephew, if ever I 
fhould return to Madrid, I refolved to keep my 
promife that very day. Having got a direétion to 
the houfe of Don Balthazar de Zuniga, I repaired 


thither, 
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thither, and afked for Signior Jofeph Navarro, 
who foon appeared. . When I faluted him, he 
received me politely, but coldly, although I had 
fignified my name. I did not know how to re- 
concile this frozen reception with the chara@er I 
had heard of this clerk of the kitchen; and was 
going away, with a refolution to fave myfelf the 
trouble of a fecond vifit, when, all of a fudden, 
affuming an open fmiling air, he cried, with a good 
deal of emotion, ‘‘ Ah! Signior Gil Blas de San- 
tillane, pray pardon the reception I have given 
you. My memory had betrayed my inclination : 
I had forgot your name, and little thought that 
you was the cavalier, of whom mention is made, 
in a letter which I received from Grenada about 
four months ago. 

‘© How rejoiced am I to fee you ! (added he, 
throwing. his arms about my neck, with tranfport) 
my uncle Melchier, whom I love and honour as 2 
father, conjures me, if perchance I fhould have 
the honour of feeing you, to treat you in the fame 
manner as if you was his fon, and to employ, if 
there fhould be occafion, my own credit, and that 
of my friends, in your behalf. He has praifed 
the qualities of your head and heart, in fuch terms 
as would have interefted me in your favour, even 
if I had not been engaged thereto, by his recom- 
mendation. I beg, therefore, that you will look 
upon me, asa man to whom my uncle has im- 
parted, by letter, all his fentiments with regard to 
you. I offer you my friendfhip, and I hope you 
will not refufe me yours,”’ 

I anfwered with that gratitude which I owed to 
the polite behaviour of Jofeph; and, like people 
of warmth and fincerity, we contracted an inti- 
macy on the fpot ; and I did not fcruple to se 3 
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the fituation of my affairs: which he no fooner heard, 
than he faid, “ I undertake to procure a place for 
you; and, in the mean time, don’t fail to come . 
and dine with me every day. You will fare bet- 
ter here than at your eating-houfe.”” The offer 
was too agreeable to a poor creature jaft come out 
of a fit of illnefs, who had been ufed to good liv- 
ing, to be rejected. I accepted the invitation, 
therefore, and recruited fo well in that family, that, 
in fifteen days, I had the face of a Bern&rdine 
monk. Melchior’s nephew feemed to make up 
his pack rarely : but how could it be otherwife ? 
he had three ftrings to his bow ; was, at the fame 
time, butler, fteward, and clerk of the kitchen ;. 
befides, (our friendfhip apart) I believe the comp- 
troller of the houfe and he had a very good under-" 
ftanding together. 

Iwas perfectly recovered, when my friend Jo- 
‘feph, feeing me come in one day, to dine as ufual, 
made up to me, witha gay air, and faid, “ Sig+ 
nior Gil Blas, Ihave a.pretty gogd place in view 
for you. You muft know that the Duke of Ler- 
ma, prime minifter of the Spanifh crown, in order 
to. devote himfelf entirely to affairs of ftate, entrufts 
two perfons with his own concerns. Don Diego 
de Montefer has the care of gathering his rents 3 
and his houfhold expence is managed by Don 
Rodrigo de Calderona, Thefe two men, in whom 
he can confide, exercife their employments with 
abfolute authority, without the leaft dependence 
on one another. Don Diego ufually keeps ’in his 
fervice two ftewards to receive the cafh; and as 
I underftood, this morning, that he had difmiffed 
one of them, I have been to afk the place for you. 
Signior de Montefer, who knows me, and of 
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whofe friendfhip I may boaft, has granted it, 
without any difficulty, on my recommendation 
of your morals and capacity. We will goto his 


_ houfe this afternoon.”’ 


We went thither accerdingly. I was very gra- 
cioufly received, and inftalicd in the employment 
of the fteward; who had been difiniffed. His— 
office confifted in vifiting the farms, keeping them 
in repair, and receiving the rents: in a word, I 
was concerned in the country eftate, and every 
month gave in my accounts to Don Diego, who 
examined them with great attention. This was 
what I wifhed. Although my integrity had been 
fo ill repaid by my laft mafter, I was refolved to 
continue always in the fame path. 

One day having got notice, that a fire had hap- 
pened in the caftle of Lerma, and that more than 
one half of it had been reduced to afhes, I went 
thither immediately, to take an account of the 
damage 3 and having informed mytelf exactly, 
on the fpot, of all the circumftances of the fire, 
I compofed an ample relation of it, which Mon- 
tefer fhewed to the Duke of Lerma. This minifter, 
notwithftanding the affliction he was in, to hear 
fuch bad news, was ftruck with the relation, and 
could not help afking who was the author ? Den 
Diego not only fatistied him in that particular, 
but alfo fpoke fo much in my favour, that his ex- 
cellency remembered me, fix months after, on 
the eccafion of a ftory, which I am going to 
recount, and without which, perhaps, I fhould 
never have been employed at court, Here it is: 

“< At that time, there lived in the ftreet of , the 
Infantas, an old lady called Inefilla de Cantarilla, 
whofe birth was not certainly known. Some faid 
that the was the daughter of a lute-maker ; and 
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others, that her father was a commander of the 
order of St. Iago. ‘Bethat as it will, the was a 
prodigy. Nature beftowed upon her the fingular 
privilege of charming the male fex, during the 
whole courfe of her life, which exeeeded feventy- 
five years, She had been idolized by the noble- 


men of the old court, and faw herfelf adored by 


thofe of the new. Time, that fpares not even 
beauty, had exerted itfelf upon her’s in vain; 
though he had withered it, he could not deprive 
-her of the power to pleafe: a noble air, an en- 
chanting wit, and graces that were peculiar to 
her, made her infpire the men with paffion, even 
in her old age. | 

One of the Duke of Lerma’s fecretaries, called 
Don Valerio de Luna, a cavalier of five and twenty, 


faw Inefilla, and fell in love with her. He de- © 


clared himfelf in the moft paffionate terms, and 
purfued his prey with all the fury that love and 
youth can infpire. The lady, who had her rea- 
fons for not complying with his wifhes, did not 
know how to moderate his flame, One day, how- 
ever, thinking fhe had found the means, fhe car- 
ried the young man into her clofet, and pointing to 
a clock that ftood upon a table, ‘‘ You fee (faid 
fhe) what hour it is---on the fame day and hour 
did I come into the world, feventy-five years ago ; 
and do you really think it becomes one of my age 
to be engaged in love intrigues ? Recal your reafon, 
my child, and ftifle thofe fentiments which are fo 
unfuitable both to you and me.’’ At this fenfible 
_ advice, the cavalier, who no longer acknowledged 
the authority of reafon, anfwered the lady, with 
all the impetuofity of a man poffeffed by the moft 
' wiolent emotions, ‘ Cruel Inefilla! why have you 
secourfe to fuch frivolous remonftances ? Do you 
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imagine that they can change you in my eyes ? 
. Don’t flatter yourfelf with fuch a vain hope. 
‘While you are fuch as I behold you, or while my 
view is fafcinated by the charm, J cannot ceafe to 
love you.” ‘* Well then, (faid the) fince you are 
fo obftinate as to perfift in the refolution of fa- 
tiguing me with your addrefles, my houfe fhall be 
no longer open to you. I forbid you to come near 
it, and defire to fee you no more,” 

You will, perhaps, believe after this, that Don 
Valerio, difconcerted at what he had heard, made 
an honourable retreat. On the contrary, he became 
Rill more importunate, Love produces the fame 
effet in its votaries, as wine does in drunkards. 
The cavalier begged, fighed, and making a fud- 
den tranfition from entreaties to rage, attempted 
to enjoy by force, what he could not otherwife 
obtain. But the lady refifting with courage, cried, 
with an air of indignation, “ Hold! raf wretch! 
I will foon bridle your impious ardour. Know 
that You are my fon.’’ Don Valerio was con- 
founded at thefe words, which fufpended the vio- 
lence of his paffion. But imagining that Inefilla _ 
fpoke thus only to be rid of his follicitations, he 
anfwered, “* you have invented that fable to e- 
lude my defires.”” ‘* No, no, (faid fhe, inter- 
rupting him) I reveal a myftery, which I fhould 
always have concealed, had not you reduced me 
to the neceffity of difclofing it. Six and twenty 
years ago, I was in love with Don Pedro de Luna, 
your father, who was ‘then governor of Segovia, 
and you became the fruit of our mutual eee 
He owned you for his fon, gave you good educa- ~ 
tion ; and although he had not been without other’ 
children, your good qualities would have deter- 
mined him to leave you a fortune, I, for my | 
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part, did not forfake you; as foon as you began 
to appear in the world, I allured you to my houfe, 
in order to infpire you with that polite behayiour,. 
which is fo neceffary to a gallant man, and which 
women only can beftow. I did more ; I employed. 
all my credit to introduce you into the prime mi- 
nifter’s fervice. In fhort, I have interefted myfelf 
for you, as I ought to do for a fon. After this | 
declaration, take your own meafures. If you can 
purify your fentiments, and look upon me enly | 
as a mother, I do not banifh you from my fight, 
but will treat you with all the tendernefs I have 
hitherto preferved: but if you are incapable of 
that effort, which both nature and reafon demand, 
fiy this moment, and deliver me from the horror of 
your prefence.”” 

While Inefilla. fpoke in this manner, Don Va- 
lerio remained in profound filence. He feemed to 
recal his virtue, and endeavour to vanquith him- 
felf: but he meditated another defign, and pre- 
pared a quite different fpeftacle for his mother, 
Being un:ble to confole himfelf for the infur- 
mountable obftacle that oppofed his wifhes, he 
bafely yielded to his defpair: he drew his fword, 
and plunged it in his own bofom ; punifhing him- 
felf, like another Oedipus; with this difference, 
that the Theban plucked out his own eyes, out of 
grief for having committed the crime; whereas, 
the Caftilian ftabbed himfelf becaufe he could not © 
commit it. . 

The unhappy Don Valerio did not die inime- 
diately of the blow he had given himfelf: but had 
time to repent and ask pardon of heaven, for 
having taken away his own life. As he-left, by 
his death, a vacancy in the poft of fecretary to the 
Duke of Lerma, that minifter, who had not for- 
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got my accoynt of the fire, nor the good charatter 
he had heard of me, chofe me to fill the place of 
this young gentleman, 


CHAP, I . 
Gil Blas ts prefented to the Duke of Lerma, who receives 
_ bim .inte the number of bis fecretaries ; fets bim te 
' gvork, and ts fatisfied with bis performance, 


ONTESER was the perfon who informed. 

me of thefe agreeable news, and faid, 
** Friend Gil Blas, though I feel fome regret in, 
lofing you, I love you too well, not to be over- 
joyed at your fucceeding Don Valerio. You will 
mot fail to make a fine fortune, provided you fol- 
low two pieces of advice which I have to give 
you. The firft is, to appear fo much attached to, 


’ his excellency, that he fhall never doubt of: your 


being entirely devoted to his will. And the fecond 


“#8, to make your court to Signior Don Rodrigo de 


Calderona ; for that man moulds the mind of his. 
mafter like wax. If you have the good fortune. — 
to acquire the good-will of that favourite fecretary, 
you will go a great way, in a very little time.” 
“** Signior, (faid I to Don Diego, after having, 
thanked him for his good advice) tell me if you~ 
pleafe, Don Rodrigo’s character, I have often 
heard him fpoke of, and reprefented bad enough ; 


wbut I have not much confidence in the pictures 
» which people draw of thofe who have pofts at 


court ; though fometimes, I believe they do not 
judge amifs. Pray, tell me then, what you think 
of Signior Calderona ?”” ‘* You afk me a‘ very de- 
licate queftion, (replied the overfeer, with a fa- 
tirical fmile) I would tell any body but you, 
without hefitation, that he is a very honourable 
gentleman, of an unblemifhed charafter, But I 
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will deal more frankly with you ; for, befides that 
I believe you a young man of difcretion, I think it 
my duty to talk openly to you of Don Rodrigo, fince 
I have advifed you to cultivate him with care; o- 
therwife, I thall only oblige you by halves. 

You muft know then, that from a fimple do- 
meftic of his excellency, when he was only Don 
Francis de Sandoval *, this man has arrived, by 
degrees, at the poft of his firft fecretary. There 
never was a prouder man; he looks upon him- 
felf as the Duke of Lerma’s colleague, and, at 
bottom, he may be faid to fhare with him the 
authority of prime minifter ; fince he beftows 
pofts and governments on whom he pleafes to 
oblige. This the public often murmurs at ; but 
he gives himfelf no trouble about the matter : 
provided an affair yields him a handfome prefent, 
he bids defiance to ¢enfure. You wilf eafily con- 
ceive, from what I have faid, (added Don Diego) 
row you are to behave to fuch a haughty mortal.”” 
** © yes! (faid I) leave that tome. It will be 
very unlucky indeed, if I cannot gain his favour. 


When one knows the foible of a perfon whom he . 


withes to pleafe, he muft be no conjurer if he fails 
of fuccefs."" ‘* Well then, (replied Montefer) I 
will now prefent you to the Duke of Lerma.’ 

' We went immediately to the houfe of that mi- 
nifter, whom we found giving awdience in a great 
hall, where there was more company than at 
court. Here I faw commanders ang knights of 


© Francis de Roxas de Sandoval, cardinal and duke of 
Lerma, grandee of Spain, by three feveral claims, was 


chief favourite and prime minifter to Philip HI, whom - 


he governed with abfolute power for many years, but 
was at laft difgraced, OCtober, 4. 1618. and died feven 
years after, in his retirement at Valladolid, 
mo Cala- 
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Calatrava and St. Iago, {olliciting for governments | 


and viceroyalties ; bifhops wht, being fickly at their 


' own diocefes, defired to be made archbifhops, 


only for the change of air; and fome holy fa-\ 
thers of the orders of St. Dominic and St. Fran- 
cis, who laid claim té the mitre, with great hu- 
mility. I likewife obferved fome half-pay. officers, 
who aéted the fame’ part that Captain Chinchilla’, 
had formerly performed ; that is, fpent all they ° 
iad’ ih dancing attendance for a penfion. If the 
duke did not gratify all their defires, he, at leaft, 
received their petitions with great affability ; and 
I perceived that he anfwered very politely to thofe 
who fpoke to him. 

We waited patiently, until he had difpatched 
all thefe fupplicants : : then Don Diego faid to him, 
“© My lord, here is Gil Blas de Santillane, that 
young man whom your excellency Has: chofen to 


_fupply the place of Don Valerio. * At thefe 


words, the duke cafting his eyes upon me, faid, 


in a very obliging manner, “ That I had already 


merited it, by the fervices I had done him.”’ He 
afterwards carried me into his clofet, to difcourfe 
with me in private, or rather, judge of my 
underftanding by my converfation, He defired to 
know who I was, and the life I had hitherto led, 
exacting of me a fincere narration of the whole. 
What a detail was this, for mé to give! there was 
No thinking of telling lies before a prime-minifter . 
of Spain. On the other hand, I had fo’ many 
thing$ to tell at the expence of my vanity, that 
I could nat refolve on a general confeffion. How 
‘fhould I extricate myfelf from this embarrafiment ? 
I took the refolution of embellifhing the truth, 
in thofe parts where it would have offended, in 
its nakednefs ; but he did not fail to difcover it, 
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in fpite of all my fkill. ** Monfieur de Santillane, 
(faid he, with a fmile, when I had finifted my 
ftory) I fee you have been in your time, a little up- 
en the Picaro*.’? I anfwered, with a blufh, 
*“ Your excellency ordered me to be fincere, and I~ 
have obeyed.’” ‘* I am obliged te thee for it, (he 
replied:) go, my child, thou haft come off very 
cheaply. Iam aftonifhed that thou waft not un- 
done by ill example. There are many honeft 
people who would have turned great rogues, had 
fortune put them to the fame trials. 
Friend Santillane, (continued the minifter) for- 
get thy paft life; and remember, that thou now 
belongeft to the king, in whofe fervice thou wilt 
be employed for the future. Follow me, and I 
will make thee acquainted with the nature of thy 
office.” He carried me into a little clofet adjoin- 
ing to his own, where I faw, upon thelves, 
twenty thick regifters in folio, ‘* It is here (faid 
he) where thou muft work, Thefe regifters com- 
pofe a dictionary of all the noble families within 
the kingdoms and principalities of the Spanifh 
monarchy.. Every book contains, in alphabetical 
order, the abridged hiftory of every gentleman; in 
which are recounted the fervices which he and his - 
anceftors have performed to the ftate, as well as 
the affairs of honour in which they have been en- 


. gaged. There is alfo mention made of their for- 


tune, their morals, and, in a word, of all their 
bad qualities: fo that, when they come to follicit 
favours at court, I fee, with one glance of my 
eye, whether or not they deferve them. That 
¥ may have an exaé information of all thefe things, 


I have penfionaries every where, who take care 


* Picaro, a Spanith word fignifying rogue. 
| a 
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to get good intelligence, which they tranf{mit to 
me in writing ; but as their memorials are often 
diffufe, and ftuffed with provincial modes of ex- 
preffion, they muft be rendered more concife, and 
the dition polifhed; becaufe his majefty fome- 
times orders thefe regifters to be read to him. In 
this work, which requires a pesfpicuous ftyle, I 


-will employ thee, this very moment.” 


So faying, he took out of a porto folio, full of 
papers, a memorial, which he put into my hand ; 
and went out of my clofet, leaving me at liberty 
to perform my coup d’effai. I read the piece, 
which feemed not only ftuffed with barbarous 
terms, but even filled with indeceht paffion ; tho" 
it had been compofed by a monk in the town of 
Solfona. He there tore to-pieces, without mercy, a 
good Catalonian family ; and God knows if he fpoke 
truth: it looked fo much like a fcandalous libel, 
that I at firft made fome fcruple of working upon 
it; being afraid of making myfelf an accomplice 
in the calumny. Neverthelefs, novice as I was 
at court, I went on, at the hazard of his reverence’s 
foul ; and placing all the iniquity, if there was 
any in the cafe, to his account, began to difho- 
nour, in good Caftilian. phrafes, two or three ge- 
nerations of honeft men, perhaps. 

I had already finifhed four or five pages, when 
the duke, impatient to know how I performed, 
returned and faid, ‘‘ Santillane; fhew me what 
thou haft done ; for I long to fee it :’’ At the fame 
time, throwing his eyes upon my work, he read 
the beginning with great attention ; and feemed 
fo well fatisfied, that I was furprized at his com- 
mendation.”” ‘¢ Prepoffeffed as I was in thy favour, 
(faid he) I confefs thou haft furpaffed my expec- 
tation : thou writeft not only with all the ao. 

nefs 
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. nefs and diftin@ion that I defired, but thy ftile is 
alfo fpirited and eafy : thou juftifieft the choice I 
have made of thy pen, and confoleft me for the 
lofs of thy predeceffor.”” He would not have con- 


fined my elogium to this, had he not been inter- 


rupted by the arrival of his nephew the Count de 
Lemos, whom his excellency embraced feveral 
times, and received in fuch a manner, as gave me 
to underftand that he loved him with a tender af- 


fection. They fhut themfelves up together, to talk 
in private of a family affair, which I fhall have’ 


occafion to mention in the fequel; and with which 
the minifter, at that time, feemed to be more en- 
groffed, than with the bufinefs of the king. . 

While they were engaged together, I heard the 
clock ftrike twelve ; and as I knew that the fecre- 
taries and clerks quitted their offices at that hour, 
to go and dine fomewhere, I left my performance, 
and went out, not with a view of going to Mon- 
tefer’s houfe, for he had already paid my appoint- 
ments, and I had taken my leave of him, but to 
the moft famous ordinary of the court-end ‘of the 
town: a cenimon eating-houfe would not now 
ferve my turn, Remémber that thow now belongeft to 
the king, Thefe words, which the duke had pro- 
nounced, were feeds of ambition that every inftant 
fprung' up in my foul. . 

: CHAP, Il. a 

He learns that bis poft is’ not altogether evithout sortifi- 

cations. His uneafinefs at this piece of news, which 

obliges bim to alter bis condué. 
| Was at great pains, when I entered, to let the 


landlord Know that I was fecretary to the prime 
minifter: and in that quality, I did not know 


what to ordér for my dinner ; I was aftaid of be- 


{peak- 


; 
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fpeaking fomething that might favour of parfi- 
mony, and therefore bid him drefs what he him- 
felf fhould think proper, Accordingly, he re- 
galed me in a fumptuous manner, and I was ferved 
with marks of refpect which gave me ftill more 
pleafure than the good chear. When the bill was 
brought, I threw a piftole upon the table, leaving 
to the waiters one fourth of it at leaft ; for fo much 
remained over and above the reckoning. After 
which, I ftrutted away with fuch geftures as fhewed 
that I was mighty well pleafed with my own perfon. 

About twenty yards from hence, there was a 
large houfe, in which noblemen that were ftrangers 
commonly lodged. Here I hired an apartment, 
confifting of five or fix rooms handfomely fur- 
mifhed, as if I already enjoyed two or three thou- 
fand ducats a year ; and even paid the firft month 
per advance, Afterwards, returning: to work, I 
{pent the whole afternoon in continuing what I 
had begun in the morning. There were two more 
fecretaries in a clofet next to mine ; but they 
only tranfcribed what the duke gave them to copy. 
With thefe I contracted an acquaintance that very 
evening, when we went out together ; and, in or- 
der to gain their friendfhip the fooner, carried them 
to my tavern, where I ordered for fupper the beft 
difhes in feafon, with the moft delicate wines, 

We fat down together, and began to converfe 
with more gaiety than wit ; for to do juftice to my 
guefts, I foon perceived that they did not owe to 
their genius the places which they poffeffed. They 
were connoiffeurs, indeed, in the different kinds of 
hand-writing ; but they had not the leaft tinfture 
of univerfity education. 

To make amends for this, they underftood their 
own little intereft to admiration ; and were not _ 

mu 
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fo much intoxicated with the honour of ferving 
the prime minifter, but that they complained of 
their fituation, ‘* We have (faid one of them) 
already exercifed our employment five months at 
our own expence, without touching one farthing ; 
and, which is worfe, our appointments are not 
regulated ; nor do we Know upon what footing 
we are.” ‘* As for my part, (faid the other) I 
would. with all my heart put up with twenty 
ftripes, inftead of appointments, to be allowed the 
liberty of engaging myfelf efewhere ; for I dare 
not retire of my own accord, nor demand my dif- 
miffion, after the fecrets with which I have beer 
mtrufted ; elfe I might chance to vifit the tower’ 
of Segovia, or caftle of Alicant.’” 

‘© How do you make fhift to live then? (faid f 
to thent:) I fuppofe you have fortunes of your 
own.’ They anfwered, they had very little mo- 
ney; but, luckily for them, they lodged at the 
houfe of an honeft widow, who gave them credit 
for their board, at the rate of one hundred piftoles 
a year from each. All this difcourfe, of which I 
did not lofe one word, diffipated in an inftant the 
fumes of my pride: I concluded, that no more 
confideration would be paid to me than to others 3 
confequently, I had-no caufe to be fo much 

charmed with my poft, which wag not quite fo fub- 
ftantial as I had imagined; and that, in fhort, I 
could not be too frugal of my purfe. Thefe reflec- 
' tions cured me of my extravagance. I began to 
repent of having invited my fellow-fecretaries, wifhed 
therepaft at an end; and, when the bill was brought, 
_difputed with the landlord on every article. 

My friends and I parted at midnight ; becaufe I 
did not prefs them to ftay longer. They went 
home to their widow, and T to my fuperb ‘apart- 

ment, 


ng 
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ynent, which I now was mad with myfelf for 
having hired; and which I firmly refolved to leave 
at the month’s end. It was to no purpofe for me 
to lie down on a good bed; my anxiety banifhed 
all repofe ; and I paffed the night in contriving 
means of being paid by his majefty for my work. 
I ftuck, on this occafion, to Montefer’s advice, 
and rofe with a refolution of going to pay my re- 
{pects to Don Roderigo de Calderona, I was ina 
very proper difpofition to appear before fuch a 
proud man, becaufe I found I had occafion for his 
protection. 
_ repaired then to the fecretary, whofe lodging 
communicated with that of the Duke of Lerma, 
and even equalled it in magnificence: by the fur- 
-niture, it would have been a difficult matter to dj- 
' ftinguifh the mafter from the man. 1 fent in my 
name, as the fucceffor of Don Valerio ; but, for 
all that, J waited in the anti-chamber upwards of 


- > anhour, “ Mr, New Secretary, (faid I to myfelf 


at this junture) have a little patience, if you pleafe: 
I find you muft dance attendance yourfelf, before 
you make other people do fo.” The chamber- 
door being opened at length, I entered, and advan- 
ced towards Don Rodrigo, who having juft finifhed 
a billet-doux to his charming Sirena, was puttin 
it into Pedrillo’s hands, I.had never spoeaiee 
before the archbifhop ef Grenada, the Count Ga- 
jiano, nor even the prime minifter, fo refpe@tfully 
as I prefented myfelf to the eyes of Signior de 
Calderona, whom I faluted with a bow to the very 
ground, begging his protection in fuch fubmiffive 
terms, that I cannot remember them without 3a 
blufh.” My meannefs would have turned to my 
prejudice, in the opinion of a rea] gentleman: but 
he was pleafed with my groveling behaviour, and 
affured 
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affured me, obligingly enough, that he would let 
flip no opportunity of doing me fervice. 

I thanked him with great demonftrations of 
zeal for his favourable fentiments of me ; and 
having vowed eternal attachment to him, took my 
leave for fear of incommoding him; and begged 
fhe would excufe me, if I had interrupted him in 
his important affairs, As foon as I had ated this 
mean part, I went to my office, where F finifhed 
the tafk which had been impofed. The duke, who 
did not fail to come thither in the morning, was 
no lefs pleafed with the end, than he had been 
with the beginning of my work ; and faid: “‘ This 
is extreamly well: write as well as thou canft this 
abridged hittory in the regifter of Catalonia : after 
which thou fhalt take another information out ‘of 
the porto-folio, and manage it in the fame man- 
mer.” JT had a pretty long converfation with his 
excellency, and was charmed with his fweetnefs, 
and familiarity of behaviour. What a difference 
was there between him and Calderona ! They were 
two figures ftrongly contrafted. 

’ I dined ‘that day in an eating-houfe for a mo- 
derate expence; and refolved to go thither incog- 
nito every evening, until I fhould fee the effect of 
my complaifance-and fervility. I had money fuf- 
ficient to maintain me three months, during which 
J refolved to work at a venture; propofing, as the 
fhorteft follies are the leaft prejudicial, to abandon 
the court and all its tinfel, if I fhould receive no 


falary before the expiration of that term. This, 


therefore was my plan. I fpared nothing, during 
two months, to pleafe Calderona ; but he took fo 
Kittle notice of my endeavours, that defpairing of 
fuccefs, I changed my conduct towards him; and — 
exerted 


7 
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exerted myfelf wholly in profiting by thofe mo 
ments of converfation which I had with the duke, 


CHAP. IV. 


Gil Blas gains the favour of the duke of Lerma, whe 
intrufis bim with a fecret of great importance, 


Lthough his grace, to ufe the expreffion, only 
juft appeared before me, and vanithed again, 
every day; Iinfenfibly rendered myfelf fo agreeable 
to his excellency, that he faid to me one after- 
noon, “* Hark’ye, Gil Blas, I like thy difpofition 
and underftanding, and have a regard for thee ace 
cordingly. Thou arta zealous faithful young fel- 
low, extremely inteligent and difcreet; fo that I 
don’t think I fhall mifplace my confidence, if I 
beftow it upon thee.”’ I threw myfelf on my 
Knees, when I heard thefe words ; and after having 


‘refpe€tfully kiffed one of his hands, which he held 


out to raife me up, anfwered, ‘ Is it poffible then, 
that your excellency can deign to honour me with 
fuch extraordinary favour? What fecret enemies 
will your goodnefs raife up againit me! But there 
is only one man whofe hatred I. dread, and that is 
Don Rodrigo deCalderona.”’ 

** Thou haft nothing to apprehend from that 
quarter, (replied the duke:) I know Calderona ; 
he has been attached to me from his infancy ; and 
J may venture to fay, his fentiments are fo con- 
formable to mine, that he careffes thofe whom J 
love, and hates thofe who difoblige me: inftead of 
dreading his averfion, thou mayft, on the contrary, 
depend upon his friendfhip.”” By this, I could 
plainly perceive, that Signior Don Rodrigo was 
a cunning rogue, who had got poffeffion of his 
excellency’s foul; and that I could not be too 

Vier: III. N cautious 
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cautious withhim. ‘* To begin (added the duke) 
with putting thee in pofleffion of my confidence, I 
will difclofe to thee a dcfign which I have pro- 
jesicd; toric is neceffary that thou fhouldft be in- 
sormed of it, that thou mayft acquit thyfelf the 
ho'ter of the commiffions in which J intend to em- 
poy thec. I havea longtime beheld my authority 
in general refpccted, my-decifions blindly fol- 
dJowed, and commiffions, employments, govern- 
ments, viceroyalties, and benefices, difpofed of} 
according tomy with. I may be faidto reign in 
Spain 3 anditisimpoffible to pufh my fortune far- 
ther: bue I would fecure it againft the ftorms that 
begin to threaten me; and, for that effecét, wanrc 
tohave my nephew the Count de Lemos, for my 
fuccetigr in the miniftry.”” 

Here the duke obferving that I was extremely 
furprifed at what I heard, faid: ‘*I fee your furprize, 
Santillane; you think it very firange that I fthould 
prefer my nephew to my own fon the duke d’Uzeda ; 
but you muft know, that this lafthas too narrow a 
genius to fill my place; befides, Iam his enemy: 
he has fourd the fecret of being agreeable to the 
king, who wants to make hin his favourite: and 
this is what Icannot bear. The favour of a fove- 
rcign is like the potleffion of a woman whom we 
adore: a picce of happinefs cf which we are fo jea- 
Jous, that we cannot refolve to fhare it with a rival 
however conneéted to us with the ties of blood and 
friend{nip, 

I now difclofe to thee (continued his grace) the 
very bottom of my foul. I-have already attempted 
toruin the duke d’Uzeda with his majefty: and as I 


could not fucceed, I have changed my battery, [ , 


defign that the Count de Lemos fhall infinuate him- 
feli into the good graces of the prince of Spain, 
fia 2 Being 


we 
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Being gentleman of his bed-chamber, he has an op- 
portunity of talking with hia: every moment; and 
befides that he does not want wi.. | Know a ftre 


method for him to fucceed in that easipitze. Ky 
this ftratagem, I will oppofe my nephiw to my Us, 
and breed a divifion between the tv 6. 212, 


which will oblige them both to court say . +p - 
the awe of which will keep them fubmiffive to iv 
will. This (added he) is my fcheme; and 2:5 
affiftance will be very ferviceable to me: for « wii 


- always fend thee to the Count de Lemos, and thou 


fhalt report from him whatever he fhall have occa- 
fion to impart.” 

After this oonfidence, which I regarded as ready 
money, I no longer felt any difquict. ‘“* At length 
(faid I to myfelf) Iam under the {pout ; a thower of 
gold will certainly rain upon me ; for it is inipotible 
but that theconfident of a man, who by way of ex- 
cellence, is called the great pillar of the Spanith mo- 
narchy, fhould be in a very fhort time inaded witix 
wealth.”” Fallof fuch agreeable hope, I faw with 
‘indifference my poor purfe giving up the ghoft. 


/ CHAP. V. 
Gil Blas is overwhelmed with joy, bonour and difrefs. . 


HE minifter’s affeCtion for me was foon per- 
ceived; for he aftected to give marks of it in 
public, giving me thecharge of his porto-fclio, which 
ht ufed to carry in hisown hand to council. This 
novelty making people look upon me asa {mall ta- 
vourite, excited theenvy of feveral perfons ; and 
was the occafion of my receiving a great deal of court 
holy-water, My two neighbours the fccretarics, 
were not the laft in complimenting me upon my ap- 
proaching greatnefs; and they invited me to fup at 
-N2 gle th ie 
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their widow'§, not fo much in return for my treat, 
as wjth a view to engage me in their behalf for the 
future. I was welcomed every where; even the 
haughty Don Rodrigo changed his behaviour to me, 
and now called me nothing but Signior de Santillane ; 
though, before that, he only favoured me with you, 
always omitting the term Signor. He loaded me 
with civilities, efpecially when he thought our 
patron might obferve him: but I affure you he had . 
no fcol to deal with ; I anfwered all his kindnefs 
with equal pol.tenefs ; and the more fo, the more 
I hated himin my heart ; anold courtier could not 
have excelled me in this particular, 
I likewife accompanied my lord duke to court, 
whither he commonly went three times a day. In 
the morning, he entered his majefty’s bed-chamber 
as foon as he was awake; atid kneeling by the bed- 
fide, difccurfed of thofe things that were to be done 
in the day ; having alfo dictated to his mafter what 
was to be faid, he retired: and returned immediately 
after dinner, not to talk on ftate-affairs, but to 
converfe on entertaining fubjects, and regale the 
king with all the merry adventures which happened 
in Madrid, and of which he was always very early 
informed. Laft of all, he vifited him, for the third 
time, in the evening, when he gave fuch an account 
as he thought propet of what he had done through 
the day ; and in acarelefs manner afked his majefty’s 
orders for to-morrow. While he was with the king, 
I remained in the anti-chamber, where I faw people 
of quality, devoted to the idol Favour, court my 
-converfation, and think themfelves happy, if I en- 
tered into difcourfe with them. How, after this, 
could I help thinking myfelf a man of confequence ? 
‘There are a great many at court who have the fame | 
opinion of themfelves, upon a much more flender 
foundation, One 
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Gne day, I had ftill more focd for my vanity : 
the king, to whem the duke had fpoke very advan - 
tageoufly of my ftile, was very curious to fce 
a fpecimen of it. Upon which, his excellency 
made me take up the Catalonian regifter, and car- 
rying me into the prefence, ordered me to read the 
firft ftory which I had abridged. If I was at firft 
difturbed by the prefence of the prince, I was foon 
compofed by that of the minifter; and read. 
my performance, which his majefty heard with 


-pleature. He expreffed his fatisfaction, and even 


recommended me to the minifter’s protection. This 
did not at all diminith the pride of my heart; and 
the conve:fation which I had a few days after with 
the Count de Lemos quite filled my head with the 
ideasof ambition, I wentto this nobleman from 
his uncle, and finding him at the prince’s court, 
prefented to hima letter of credentials ; in whic 
the dake toid him, that he might open himfelf to 
me, as to one who was perfe@tly well acquainted 
with their defigh, and chofen by him as their com- 
mon me‘ienger. The count having read this billet, 
eondudted meinto a room, and having léckced the 
door, fpc ke in this manner: “ Since you enjoy the 
confidence of the duke of Lerma, I don’t doubt 
that you deferve it; and I ought tomake no diffi- 
culty in giving vou mine alfo. You mutt know 
then, that matters gs on fwimmingly. The prince 
of Spain diitingviihes me from all the noblemen who 
are perfonaily attached to him, and who ftudy to 
pleate him, I had this morning a private conver» 
fati n with him, in which he feemed cliazrined at 
feeing himiclf, through the king’s avarice, unable 
to follow the diétates ot his generous heart, or even 
to fpend like a prince, On this occafion, I did not 
fail to lament his fituation ; and profiting by the 

N 3 opportunity, 
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Gpportunity, promifed to bring a thoufand piftoles 
to him at his levee to-morrow, as an earneft of 
greater fums whichIJ have undertaken to furnifh him 
with ina very little time. He was charmed with my 
promife ; and J am certain of captivating his favour, 
if | keepmy word. Go and tell thefe circumftances 
to my uncle, and return in the evening, to inform 
me of his fentiments of the matter.” 

I quitted the Count de Lemos immediately, and 
went back to the Duke of Lerma, who, on-my re- 
port, fent to Calderona for a ‘thoufand piftoles, 
which he gave me to carry in the evening to the 
count. This ¥ performed; faying to myfelf, 
** Oho ! I now fee plainly what the infallible methcd 
is which the minifter takes to fueceed in his enter- 
prize: upon my foul he is in the right 5 and, to all 
appearance, thefe prodigalities will not ruin his 
fortune: J can eafily guefs from whofe coffers thefe 
piftoles are taken: but after all, it is but 1eafonable 
that the father fhould maintain the fon.’” The 
Count de Lemos, when we parted, faicd foftly, 
** Farewel, dear confident 3 the prince of Spain isa 
little amorous: you and Imuft have a conference 
on that fabje&t one of thefe days: I forefee that I 
fhall have occafion for your dexterity very foon,”” 
I came home mufing on thefe words, which were 
not at all ‘ambigucus, and which filled me with 
joy. ‘* The devil! (faid I) I am juft on the eve of 
becoming Mercury to. the heir of the kingdom.” 
I did not examine into the goodnefs or badnefs of 
the office ; the quality of the gallanc laid my virtue 


afleep, What glory was it for me to be made mi-- 


nifter of pleafure to a great prince! ‘* Softly, Mr. 
Gil Blas, (fome folks will fay) the bufinefs was on'y 
to make you deputy-minifier, | own it: but at 

, bottom 
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bottom the honour of both thefe pofts is equal, the 
difference lies in the profits only.”’ ; 
While I executed thefe noble commiftions, ad- 
vancing every day farther and farther in the good 
graces of the prime minifter ; with fuch enchant 
ing hopes, how happy fhould I have been, if am- 
bition had fecured me from the cravings of hunger! 
More than two months had elapfed fince I had 
quitted my magnificent apartment, and hired a 
{mall chamber very frugally furnifhed. Although 
this gave me fome pain, as I came out early in the 
morning, and did not ko home to bed before night, 
I bore my fortune patiently. The whole day I ap- 
peared upon my theatre, that is, in the duke’s houfe, 


and played the part of aman of confequence: but 


when I had crept up into my garret, my importance 
vanifhed, and nothing remained but poor Gil Blas 
without money ; and, which is worfe, without any 
thing that could fetch it. Though I had not been 
too proud to difcover my neceffity to any body, I 
did not know one perfon that could affift me,-ex« 
cept Navarro, whom I had neglected fa much, fince 
I turned courtier, that Ihad not affurance enough 
to make application to his friendfhip. J had been 
obliged to fell all my cloaths piece-meal, except 
thefe fer which I had abfclute cccafion. I wene 
no more to the eating-houfe, becaufe I had nog 
wherewithal to pay my ordinary. How did 1 make 
fhift then to fubfift ? Every morning, a little bread 
and wine was brought into our offices for breakfaft : 
this was all that the minifter allowed : this was all I 
ate through the day: andI generally went fupper- 
lefs to bed, 

Such -was the fituation of a man who fhone at 
court, and who was more properly an objec of 
¢ompaition than enyy, Neverthelefs, I could no 

longer 
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longer fuftain the weight of my mifery ; and at fenetH 
determined to difclofe it, with addrefs, to the duke 
of Lerma, as foon as an opportunity fhould offer. 
Happily for me, I found an occafion at the Efcus 
rial *, whither the king and prince repaired, fome 
days after I had come to this refolution, 


CHAP. VI. . 


The manner in which Gil Blas informs the duke of Lerma: 


of bis neceffity, and that mers s behaviour on the 
occafion, 


HILE the king was at the Efcurial, he de- 

frayed the expence of every body ; fo that 
there I did not feel where the fhoe pinched: I lay 
in a wardrobe, juft by the bed-chamber of the duke ; 
who one morning, rifing as ufual at break of day, 
made me take fome papers and a ftandifh, and fol- 
low him into the palace-garden. We went and fat 
down under a tuft of trees, where I put myfelf, by 
his order, into the pofture of a man writing on the 
crown of his hat ; while he held in his hand a paper, 
which he pretended to read: fothat, at a diftance, 
we feemed bufy in very ferious affairs, though all 
the while we talked of nothing but trifes, 

For the fpace of an hour, I had diverted his ex- 
cellency with all the fallies that my good humour 
could afford, when two magpies perching on the 
trees under which we fat, began to chatter in 


* FE curial, a royal palace about 6 leagues from Madrid, 
built by Philip the fecond of Spain 3; who in hi, life time, 
expended no lefs than 5, 270, 000 ducats, in finithing and 
adorning this magnificent work. Here too is a thapel in 
which are the tombs of all the Spanifh monarchs, from 
Charles V. to the prefent time. 
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fuch a noify manner, as attraéed our attention. 
** ‘Thefe birds (faid the duke) feem to fcold one 
another: J thould be very glad to know the caufe 
of their quarrel.’ ‘* My lord, (faid J) your curio- 
fity puts me in mind of an Indian fable, which I 
have read in Pilpay, or fome other author of that 
kind.’ The minifter defired to hear it, and I re- 
counted it in thefe words : 

‘* Heretofore a good monarch reigned in Perfia, 
whofe genius being not quite extenfive enough to 
govern his kingdom of himfelf, he left that care to 
his grand vifir Atalmuc, a man of fuperior capa- 
city, who fupported the weight of that vaft moe 
narchy, without ftooping, ard maintain’d it in 
profound peace, _He had even the art of making 
the royal authority loved, as well as feared; and 
the fubje&s enjoyed an affectionate father in a 


‘vifir, who was faithful to his prince, Atalmuc 


had, among his fecretaries, a young Cachemirian 
called Zeanger, whom he loved more than all the 
others, He took pleafure in his converfation, car 
ried him in his company to the chace, and even 
difclofed to him his moft fecret thoughts. One 
day, while they hunted together in a wood, the 
Vifir feeing two ravens croaking on a tree, faid to 
his fecretary, ‘© I with I knew what thefe birds 
are talking of, in their language.’ ‘* Signior, (an- 
fwered the Cachemirian) your wifh may be ac- 
complifhed.”’ ‘‘ How can that he ?’’ (replied Atale 
muc,) ** A cabaliftical dervife (faid-Zeangir) taught 
me the language of virds. If you pleafe, I will 
liften to thefe, and repeat to you verbatim every 
thing that I thal! hear,”’ 

The vifir confented ; and the Cachemirian ap- 
proaching the ravens, feemed to lend an attentive 


ear to their difcourfe: after which, returning hi 
, . is 


N 


138 The ADVENTURES of 


his mafter, ‘* Signior, (faid he) would you believe 
it? we are the fubje& of their converfation.’’ 
“* Impoffible (cried the Perfian minifter) what can 
they fay of us?” **; One of them (replied the, 
fecretary) faid, Behald the grand vifir Atalmuc in 
perfon, that tutelary eagle, who covers Perfia like 
a neft with his wings, and inceffantly watches for 
its prefervation. As a relaxation from his pain- 
ful toils, he hunts in this wood with his faithful 
Zeangir. ‘How happy is that fecretary in ferving 
a mafter who has fo much affection for him!" 
© Softly, (faid the other raven) foftly ; don’t too 
much extol the happinefs of that Cachemirian ; 
Atalmuc, ’tis true, converfes familiarly with him, 
honours him with his confidence, and, I don’e 
doubt, intends to give him a confiderable poft: 
but, before that happens, Zeanger will die of hun- 
ger. That poor devil lodges in a fmall paultry 
room, where he is in want of the common ne- 
ceffaries of life. In a word, he lives in a miferable 
manner, though no body at court perceives it. 
The grand vifir never thinks of inquiring into his 
circumftances ; but, content wirh entertaining fas 
vourable fentiments in his behalf, leaves him, | in 
the mean time, a prey to poverty.” 

Here I left off fpeaking, if order to obferve the 
duke, who afked, with a fmile, what impreffion 
the apologue made on the mind of Atalmuc, and 
if the grand. vifir was not offended at the pre- 
fumption of his fecretary. ‘* No, my lord, (faid I, 
in great confufion at his queftion) the fable fays, 
that, on the contrary, he loaded him with fa-. 
vours.”” ‘* That wa’ lucky, (replied the duke, 
with a ferious air) fome minifters would not like 
to be fo fchooled. But (added hé, breaking off 
the difcourfe, and getting up) I believe the king 
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will foon be awake, and my duty obliges me to 
be near him.’’ So faying, he walked haftily to- 
wards the pglace, without {peaking another word, 
and very ill pleafed, as I imagined, with the Indian 
fable. . 

I followed him to the very door of his majefty’s 
bed-chamber ; after which, I went and put the 
papers into the place from whence J had taken 
them, and then entered the clofet where our two 
copying fecretaries were at work; for they were 
alfo along with us. ‘¢ What is the matter with 
you, Signior de Sartillane ? (faid they, when they 
faw me) you feem very much difturbed ! Has any 
difagrecable accident happened to you ?”” 

I was too much affe€ted with the bad fuccefs of 


my apologue to conceal my grief: I recounted te 


them what I had faid to the duke; and they ex- 

preffed their fympathy in the fharp affliGtion with 

which I was feized. ‘* You have great reafon te 

be grieved, (faid one of them;) I with you may 

be better treated than the fecretary of cardinal Spi- 

nola, who, tired with having received nothing 
dur.nz fifteeri months in which he was employed 
by his eminence, took the liberty, one day, of - 

reprefentirg his neceffity, and craving fome money 

for his fubfiftence.”” ‘It is but juft (faid the mi- 

nifter) that you fhould be paid. Here, (added he, 

giving him an order for a thoufand ducats) go and 

receive that fum from the royal treafury 3 but ree 

member, at the fame time, that I have no farther 

occafion for your fervice.”” The fecretary would 

have confoled himfelf for his difmiifion, had he 

‘touched his thoufand ducats, and been allowed ta 
feek for bufinefs elfewhere ; but, juft as he went 

out of the cardinal’s houfe, he was arrefted by an 
alguazi}, 
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alguazil, and conducted to the tower of Segovia, 
where he has been prifoner a long time.’” 

This touch of hiftory redoubled my fear ; 3 be- 
Jieved myfelf undone ;, and becoming inconfolable, 
began to reproach my own impatience, as if Ihad 
not fuffered enough, ‘* Alas! (faid I) why did I 
sifk that unlucky fable which has difpleafed the 
minifter ? perhaps, he was juft on the point of 
extricating me out of my miferable fituation--nay, 
perhaps I was on the eve of making one of thofe 
fudden fortunes which aftonifh mankind, What 
riches! what honours have I loft by my own 
folly ! I ought to have confidered, that great men 
den’t choofe to be anticipated, but defire that the 
Jea(t gratifications they are obliged to give, fhould 
be received as their own free grace and favour. It 
would have been better for me, to continue my 
. lender regimen, without complaining to the duke, 

and even to let myfelf die-of hunger, by which 
means the blame would have lain on his fide.”’ 

If Thad even preferved fome fparks of hope, 
my matter, whom I faw in the afternoon would 
have banifhed them entirely ; he was very ferious 
with me, contrary to cuftom, and fcarce fpoke 
at all; a circumftance that threw me into mortal 
difquiet for the reft of the day ; neither did I pafs 
the night in more tranquility, my forrow for feeing 
all my agreeable illufions vanifh, and the dread of 
increafing the number of ftate prifoners, made me 
groan and lament my condition till morning. 

The next day was the crifis of my fate. The 
duke ordered me to be called in the morning, and 

. FY entered his chamber, trembling like a criminal 
who is going to receive fentence. ‘ Santillane, 
(faid he, fhewing a paper which he held in his 
hand) take this order’’-----I guaked at the werd 

Order, 
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Order, faying to myfelf, “ O heaven! behold 

cardinal Spinola! the carriage is ready for Sego- 
via’’---The terror which feized me, was fuch, that 

J interrupted the minifter, and throwing myfelf. 
at his feet, ‘‘ My lord, (faid I, all in tears) I moft 

humbly beg, that your excellency will pardon my 

- prefumption, it was necetfity alone that compelled 

me to difclofe my fituation.”’ 

' The duke, who could not help laughing at my 
diforder, anfwered, ‘* Be comforted, Gil Blas, 

and liften to what I am going to fay--Although the 

difcovering thy neceffities was a reproach to me, 
for not having prevented them, I am not at all dif. 
obliged, my friend ; Iam rather angry with my- 
felf for having omitted to aik how thou liveft, But 
to begin with making amends for this inattention, 
I give thee this order for fifteen hundred ducats, 
which will be paid upon fight, out of the royal 

treafury, This is not all; I promife thee the fame 

fum annually, and befides, when people of wealth 

and generofity folicit thy intereft, Ido not forbid 

thee to fpeak in their behalf. 

In the extafy occafioned by thefe words, I kiffed 
the feet of the minifter, who having commanded 
_ me to rife, continued to: difcourfe with me in a 
familiar manner. I attempted to recal my good 
humour, but I could not make fuch a fudden tran- 
fition from grief to joy. I was as much confound- 
ed as a wretch who is informed of his pardon, in 
the very minute, when he expected his execution, 
My mafter afcribed all this agitation, to the fear 
of having incurred his difpleafure, tho’ the dread 
of perpetual imprifonment had no lefs a fhare in 
my difcompofure. He confeffed, that he had af- 
fe&ted coolnefs towards me, to fee whether or no 
I fhould be affli€ted at rhe oe 3 that from this 

Vor, Il, oO he 
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he was convinced of my fincere attachment to his 
perfon, for which he loved me the more, | 


| CHAP. VII, 
The good ufe to which be put bis fiftcen hundred ducats ; 


the firft affair in which be intermeddled, and the pro-. 


Sit from thence accruing. 


HE king, as if he had intended to gratify 

my impatience, returned the ‘very next day 

to Madrid ; upon which, I flew inftantly to the 
royal treafury, where 1 immediately touched the 
fum contained in my order. I now liftened to no- 
thing but my vanity and ambition ; I abandoned 
my miferable room to thofe fecretaries who are ftill 
ignorant of the language of hirds, and once more 
hired my fine apartment, which was luckily un- 
tenanted. I fent for a famous taylor, who worked 
for almoft all the beaus ; he took my meafure, and 
carried me:to a fhop where he took off five ells of 
cloth, which (he faid) was barely fufiicient to make 
a fuit for me. Five ells for a fuitin the Spanith 
tafte ! juft heaven ! --»- but let us fpare our cens 
fure. Taylors of reputation always ufe more 
than others. I then bought fome linnen which I 
“wanted very much, filk ftockings, and a beaver 
laced with point d’efpagne. This being cone, I 
thought it would not look well for me to be with- 
out a lacquey,-.and defired Vincent Forero my 
landlord, to accommodate me with one of his own 
recommendation. Moft of the ftrangers who 
lodged with him, ufed, on their arrival ~ at 
Madrid, to take Spanifh valets into their fervice, 
by which means his houfe was the rendezvous of 
all the lacqueys out of place. The firft that pre- 
fented hiinfelf, was a young fellow of fuch a foft 
devout 
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devout appeararce, that I would have nothing to 
do with him; he looked too much like Ambrofe 
de Lamela. ‘“ I don't want (faid I to Forero) a 
valet of fuch a religious deportment; I have been 
already bit by fuch another. Scarce had I difmit- 


- fed this lacquey, when another came in, of a very 


fprightly appearance, as impudent as a court page, 
with fomething roguifh in his looks. Pleafed with 
his outfide, I put fome queftions to him, which 
he anfwered wiih fpirit. I obferved that he was of 
ah intriguing difpoftion, and looking upon him as 
a fubje& pat for my purpofe, engaged him im- 
mediately. I had no caufe to repent of my choice; 
nay, I perceived, in a very little time, that I had 


made an admirable acquifition. As the duke had — 


permitted me to fpeak te him, in favour of peo- 
ple whom I wanted to ferve, and I was refolved 
not to neglect this permiffion ; I had occafion 
for a jack-call to difcover the game; that is, an 
induftrious, pleafant fellow, proper to find out, 
and allure thofe who had favours to afk of the 
prime minifter: This office was quite the mafter- 
piece of Scipio (fuch was my lacquey’s name) who 
had been in the fervice of Donna Anna de Gue- 
vara, nurfe to the prince of Spain, where he had 
exercifed that talent to fome purpcfe. 

As foon as he underftood my credit, and that 
¥ fhould be glad to ufe it to the beit advantage, 
he fet to work, and that very day, faid to me, 
** Signior, I have made a pretty gocd difcovery ; 
a young gentleman of Grenada, called Don Roger 
de Rada, is come to Madrid on an affair of ho- 
nour, which obliges him to foiicit the duke of 
Lerma’s prote@tion, and he is willing to pay well 
fer the favour he fhall obtain; I have already 
poke with him, and found him defirous of ap- 
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_ plying to Don Rodrigo de Calderona, whofe power . 


he had heard greatly extolled; but I have changed 
his intention, by affuring him that Calderona fells 
his good offices at an extravagant rate ; whereas, 
you content yourfelf with a moderate gratification 
for yours ; and that you would even employ them 
gratis, were you in a fituation that permitted you 
to follow your generous and difinterefted inclina- 
tion; in fhort, I fpoke to him in fuch a manner, 
as that you will fee the gentleman at your , levee 
to morrow.morning. ‘* How! (faid I) Mr. Sci- 
pio, you have already done a great deal of work. 
I perceive that you are no novice in matters of 
intiigue ; and am furprized that you have not 
made your fortune.’” ‘‘ That ought not to fur- 
prize you; (he replied) I love to make money cir- 
culate, and never hoard up what I get.” 

Don Roger de Rada a@tually came to my lodg- 
' ings, and I received him with politenefs mixed 
with pride. ‘* Signior Cavalier (faid I) before I 
engage to ferve you, I muft know the affair of 
honour that brings you to court; for it may be of 
fuch a hature, that I dare not fpeak to the prime 
minifter in your behalf: make therefore, if you 
pleafe, a faithful report of it, and be affured that 
I will enter warmly into your interefts, provided 
a man of honour may efpoufe them.”’ ‘* With 
all my heart (replied the young Grenadine) I will 
fincerely recount my ftory.”” At the fame time, 
he related it as sOuOW Ss: 
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CHAP, VIII 
The Aiffory of Don Roger de Rada, 


ON Anaftafio de Rada, a Grenadine gentle- 

man, lived happily in the town of Ante- 
quera, with Donna Eftephania his wife, who to- 
ecther with unblemithed virtue, poffeffed a gentle 
difpofition and a great fhare of beauty. If the 
had a tender affe@tion for her hufband, he was alfo 
diftra&tedly fond of her, and being naturally ad- 
died to jealoufy, (though he had not’ the leaft 
caufe to fufpeé her fidelity) was not without dif- 
quiet. He was afraid fome fecret enemy of his 
repofe, made attempts upon his honour ; he dif- 
trufted all his friends, except Don Huberto de Hor- 
dales, who had free accefs to his houfe, in quality 
of Eftephania’s coufin,-and who, indeed, was the 
only man he ought to have fufpetted, 

Don Huberto actually: fell in love with his kinf- 
woman, and had prefumption enough to. Ueclare 
his paffion, without regard to ties of blood, or | 
the particular friendfhip fubfifting between him 
and Anaftafio,. The lady being a woman of dif- 
cretion, inftead of making a difcovery which might 
have been attended with melancholy confequences, 
reprimanded her relation with gentlenefs, repre- 
fented to him how much he was to blame, in 
attempting to feduce her and difhonour her huf- 
baad ; and told him very ferioufly, that he muft 
not flatter himfelf with the hope of fuccefs. , 

This moderation feem’d only to inflame the 
cavalier the more ; and imagining that he muft 
puth things to extremity with a woman of her 
charaéter, he began to behave very difrefpectfully 
to her, and one day had the audacity to prefs her 
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to fatisfy his defire. She repulfed himwith an 
air of feverity, and threatened to make Don Ana- 
ftafio punifh his rafhnefs, The gallant terrified at 
this menace, promifed to fpeak no more of his 
paffion, and on the faith of that promife, Efte- 
phania pardoned what was patt. . 

Don Huberto, who was naturally a very wicked 
man, could not behold his love fo ill repaid, with- 
@ut conceiving a bafe defire of being revenged, 
He knew the jealous temper of Don Anaftafio, to 
be fufceptible of any impreffion which he had a 
mind to give ; and he needed no more than this 
intelligence to form the blackeft defign that ever 
entered into the heart of-a villain, One evening, 
while he and this weak hufband were walking to- 
gether, by themfelves ; he faid to them, with a 
melancholy air, ** My dear friend, I can no longer 
live without revealing to you a fecret, which I 
would have kept for ever from your knowledge, 
were not your honour dearer to you than your re- 
pofe ; but your delicacy and mine in point of in- 
juries, permits me not to conceal what paffes at 
your houfe ; prepare to hear a piece of news, which 
will give you as much forrow as furprize, for I 
muft touch you in the tendereft part.” 

“* I underftand you, (faid Don Anaftafio, al- - 
eacy difcompofed) your coufin is unfaithful.” 
‘Ino longer-own her for my coufin, (replied 
Hordales, with an air of indignation) I renounce 
her: for fhe is unworthy of fuch a hufband.” 
**°Tis too much to make me languifh in this 
manner, (cried Don Anaftafio:) fpeak: what has 
Eftephania done?’ ‘* She has betrayed you, (an- 
{wered Huberto) you have a rival, whom fhe en- 
tertains in private: but I know not his name ; fer 
the adulterer, by the favour of a dark night, con- 
ceaicd 
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cealed his perfon from thofe who obferved his re- 
treat, Alj-I know is, that you are deceived : that 
I am certain of. The concern which I ought to 
have. in this affair but too well verifies my report. 
Since J declare myfelf againft Eftephania, I muft 
be well convinced of her infidelity. 

It is in vain, (added he, obferving that his dif- 
courfe had the defired effect) it is in vain for me te 
tell you more. .I perceive that you don’t de- 
ferve the ingratitude with which your love is re- 
paid ; and that you meditate juit vengeance on 
the guilty. I will not oppofe your defign. Never 
examine who the victim is, whom you intend to 
Rrike ; but thew to the whole city, that there fs 
nothing which you cannot facrifice to your ho- 
pour,”’ 

The traitor thus animated a too credulous huf- 
band againft an innocent wife, and painted in 
fuch lively colours the infamy with which he 
would be covered, if he fhould leave the injury 
unpunifhed, that he grew mad with revenge. 
Don Anaftafio having Joft his judgment, feemed 
aCtuated by the furies, and went home, with a 
tefolution to ftab his unhappy wife, who was juft 
going to bed when he came in. He conftrained 
himfelf at firft, and waited until the fervants were 
withdrawn: then, unreftricted by the fear of 
heaven’s wrath, by the difhonour he was going 
to reflec&t upon his family, and even by the natural ° 
‘pity which he ought to have felt for an infant, 
which his wife had already carried fix months in 
her womb, he approached the victim, faying, in 
a furious tone, ‘* Thou muft die, wretch! thou 
haft but a moment to live ; and that my genero- 
fity allows thee, to fpend in a prayer to heaven, 


to pardon the outrage thou haft committed againft 
me 


148 The ADVENTURES of 


me: for I would not have thee lofe thy foul, as 
thou haft loft thy honour.’’ So faying, he unfheath- 
ed his poinard. His attion and difcourfe terrified 
Eftephania, who falling at his feet, and- clafping 
her hands, faid to him, in the utmoft aftonifh- 
‘ ment, ‘* What is the matter, Signior’! what caufe 
of difcontent have I been fo unhappy as to. give 
you ? Why would you take away the life of your 
fpoufe ? If you fufpeét her of ney indeed 
you are miftaken.”’ 

‘¢ No, no! (the jealous hufband haftily replied) 
I am byt too well affured of your falfhood: thofe 
who informed me are creditable perfons. Don 
Huberto’’-e-** Ah, Signior! (faid fhe, interrupt- 
ing him with precipitation) you have reafon to 
diftru%t Don Huberto. He is lefs your friend thay 
you imagine: if he has faid any thing. to the 
prejudice of my virtue, do not believe him.”* 
*€ Peace, infamous woman ! (anfwered Don Ana- 
ftafio) by endeavouring to prejudice me againft 
Hordales, you juftify, inftead of diffipating, my 
fufpicicns, You endeavour to render that relation 
fufpe€ted, becaufe he is informed, of your mifcon- 
duct: you want to invalidate his teftimony ; but 
that artifice is in vain, and redoubles my defire of 
punifhing your guilt.”” ‘* My dear hwfband ! (re- 
fumed the innocent Eftephania, wecring bitterly) 
diftruft your own blind rage: if you follow its 
emotions, you will commit an action, which 
it will not be in your power to attone, when 
once you are convinced of your injuftice. In the 
name of God, quiet your tran{ports: at leaft, 
give yourfelf time to clear up yout (ufpicions, and 
do juftice to a wife, who has no Gfime to repraach 
herfelf with.'" 

Any 
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Any other than Anaftafio would have been 
moved with thefe words, and ftill more with the 
affiiction of her who pronounced them; but he, 
cruel man! far from being melted at her diftrefs, 
once more bad the lady recommend herfelf quickly 
to. God, and even lifted up his arm to ftrike. 
** Hold, barbarian ! (cried fie) if thy love for me 
is entirely extinguifhed ; if the marks of tender- 
nefs, which I have lavifhed upon thee, are effaced 
from thy remembrance ; if my tears cannot di- 
vert thee from thy execrable defign ; at leaft, have 
fome regard to thy own blood. Arm not thy 
frantic hand againft- an innocent, who has not 
yet feen the light: thou canft not be its execu- 
tioner, without offending heaven and earth. As 
for my part, I forgive thee my death: but be 
affured, the blood of the babe will cry ad venge- 
ance upon ftch a horrible deed,”” 

Howfoever determined Don Anattafio was, to 
pay no attention to what Eftephania might fay, 
he could not help being moved by thefe dreadful . 
images, which her laft words prefented to his 
thought. Wherefore, as if he had been afraid 
that his emotion would betray his refentment, he 
haftened to take advantage of the fury that re-_ 
mained in his heart, and plunged his poignard into 
the right fide of his wife, quitted his houfe imme- 
diately, and fied from Antequera. 

Mean while, the unfortunate lady was fo ftune 
ned with the blow which fhe had received, that 
fhe lay fomre minutes on the floor, without any 
figns of life; afterwards, recovering her fpirits, fhe 
uttered fuch plaints and lamentations, as brought 
an old maid-fervant into the room. As foon as 
this good woman faw her miftrefs in fuch a pi- 
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teous condition, fhe waked the reft of the dome- 
ftics, and even the neighbours with her cries. 
The chamber was foon filled with people; Cur- 
geons were called ; they examined the wound, and 
_ had good hopes of her recovery. They were not 
ntiftaken in their conjecture ; for, in a little timé, 
they cured Eftephania, who was happily delivered, 
three months after this cruel adventure, of a fon, 
Signior Gil Blas, whom you now fee. I am the 
fruit of that melancholy pregnancy. 

Although feandal feldom fpares qa’ woman's vir- 
tue, it refpected that of my mother ; and this 
bloody fcene was looked upon in town, as the 
groundlefs tranfport of a jealous hufband. My 
father, ‘tis true, was known to be a violent man, 
very apt ‘to take umbrage without caufe. Hor- 
dales concluded, that his kinfwoman fufpected 
him of having difturbed the mind of Don Ana- 
ftafio with falfe ftories ; and fatisfied with being, 
at leaft, half revenged, left off vifiting her, Not 
to tire you, Sir, I will not enlarge upon the parti- 
culars of my education ; but only obferve, that 
my mother’s principal care was to have me taught 
to fence: and I accordingly learned that exercife, 
a long time, in the moft celebrated fchools of 
Grenada and Seville. She waited, with impati- 
erce, until I was o'd enough to meafure my 
fword with that of Don Huberto, before fhe in- 
formed me of the caufe fhe had to complain of 
him: then, I being in my eighteehth year, fhe 
imparted to me the whole ftory’; not without 
fhedding tears in abundance, and appearing af- 
fected with the moft violent forrow. What im- 
preffion muft a mother, in that condition, make 
on a fon, who neither wanted courage nor fen- 
timent ? I went inftantly, and challenged Hor- 

dales 
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dales to a private place, where, after a pretty 
obit:nate combat, I ran him through the body, 
in three places, and left him breathlefs on the 
fpot. ° 

Don Huberto finding himfelf mortally wounded, 
fixed his laft looks upon me, and faid he received 
the death I had given him, as a juft punifhment 
for the crime he had committed againft the ho- 
nour of my mother. He confeffed that he had 
refolved upon her deftrudction, to be revenged of 
her fcorn 3; and expired, afking pardon of heaven, 
Don Anaftafio, Eftephania, and me, I did not 
think proper to return, in order to inform my mo- 
ther of what had happened ; I left that to fame ; 
and paffing the mountains, repaired to Malaga, 
where I embarked with the captain of a privateer, 
juft ready to fail on a cruize, He thought I did 
not look like one who wanted courage, and gladly 
confented that I fhould join his volunteers. 

We foon found an opportunity of fignalizing 
ourfelves. Near the ifland of Albouran,* we met 
a corfair of Meilila, in her return to the coaft of 
Africa, with a Spanifh fhip richly laden, which 
fhe had taken off Carthagenat. We vigoroufly at- 
tacked the African, and made ourfelves mafters of 


* Albouran, a {mall ifland in the Mediterranean, on 
the coa!t of the kingdom of Fez. Méellila isa little city 
in the fame part of Barbary. 

+ Carthagena, or New Carthage, an ancient city, in 
the kingdom of Murcia, fituated on the coafl of the 
Mediterranean fea, It was built by a.colony of the Car- 
thaginians, and taken by Scipiv, 210 years before the. 
buch of Cant. Here it was, thit great commandec 
give that admirable proof of his moderation, which hath 
b-en tranfmitted to pofterity, in the ftory of the beau- 
tiful captive whom he fo generoully reftored to ber lover. 
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both fhips, in which we found fourfcore Chiiftians, 
whom they were carrying as flaves to Barbary, 
Then, taking advantage of a favourable wind that 
fprung up for the coaft of Grenada, we arrived, 
in a little time, at Punta de Helena, 

While we afked the flaves, whom we had de- 
livered, the places of their nativity, I put thac 
queftion to a man of a good mien, whe feemed 
to be about fifty years of age. He anfwered with a 
figh, that he was from Antequera. I felt a Rtrange 
emotion at his reply, without knowing wherefore ; 
and he perceiving it, was remarkably difturbed in 
" histurn. ‘ Iam (faid I) your townfman: may 
T afk the name of your family ?’? ** Alas! (he re- 
plicd) you renew my grief, by defiring me to gra- 
tify your curiofity. Eighteen years agoI quitted 
Antequera, where I cannot be remembered with- 
out horror: you yourfelf may, perhaps, have 
’ heard of me but tod often : my name is Don Ana- 
ftafio de Rada.”” ** Juft heaven! (cried I) can I 
believe my own fenfes ? What! is this Don Ana- 
ftafio, my own father, whom I fee!’ ‘ What 
is that you fay, young man ? (cried he, in his turn, 
Jooking at me with furprife) is ic poffible that you 
are that unhappy infant, which was in its mother’s 
womb, when I facrificed her to my fury ?”’ ‘‘ Yes, 
my father, (faid I) I am. he, whom the virtuous 
Eftephania brought into the world, three months 
after that fatal night, on which you left her wel- 
tering in her blood.” 

Don Anaftafio, before 1 had finithed thefe words, 
fell upon my neck, clafped me in his arms, and, 
for a whole quarter of an hour, we did nothing 
but mingle our fighs and tears. After having 
yielded to thofe tender emotions, that fuch a meet- 
mB could not fail to raife, my father lifted up~his 

| eyes, 
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eyes, and thanked heaven for having preferved the 

lite of Eftephania, But,-a moment after, as if he 

had been afraid of giving thanks unfeafonably, he 
afked in what manner the innocence of his wife 

had been proved.. ‘‘Signior, (faid I) no body 

but you ever doubted it: her conduét was always 

irreproachable. JI will difabufe you: you muft 

know, that you was impofed upon by Don Hu- 

berto,”” I then recounted the whole of that re- 

lation’s perfidy, the vengeance I had taken, and 
the confeffion he made at his death. My father 

was not fo much pleafed with the recovery of his 

freedom, as with the news I told, In the excefs of 

his joy, he began to embrace me again with ten- 

dernefs and tranfport ; and could not help expret- 

fing his fatisfaction with regard to my conduét,”’ 

“© Come, my fon, (faid he) let us haften to Ante- 

quera, I burn with impatience, to throw myfelf | 
at the feet of a wife, whom I have fo unworthily 

treated. Since you have made me acquainted with: 

my own injuitice, my. heart is torn with re- 

morfe!”’ 

I was too eager to bring together perfons who 
were fo dear to.me, to retard the happy moment : 
I quitted the privateer, and with my fhare of the 
prize we had taken, bought two mules at Adra, my 
father being unwilling to expofe himfelf again to 
the dangers of the fea. He had leifure enough on 
the road to relate his adventures, which I heard 
with as greedy attention as that which the prince of 
Ithaca paid to thofe of ‘the king his father. In 
fhort, after having travelled feveral days, we gain- 
ed the foot of a mountain, in the neighbourhood 
of Antequera, where we halted ;:and refolving to 
go home privately, did not enter the town till 
midnight. a ae 
. Vou, OY, P I 
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I leave-you to guefs the furprize of my mother, 
at the return of a hufband, whom fhe thought for 
ever loft; and the miraculous manner (if I may 
be allowed the expreffion) in which he was re-- 
ftored, became another caufe for her aftonifhment. 
He afked pardon for his barbarity, with fuch ge- 
nuine marks of ‘repentance, that the could not . 
help being affected with them ; and, inftead of re- 
garding him as apn affaffin, looked upon him as a 
* man to whom heaven had fubjected her will ; fo 
facred is the name-of hufband to a virtuous wo- 
man! | ) 

-Eflephania had been fo anxious on my account, 
thac fhe was overjoyed at my return. But her 
pieafure was not without allay: the fifter of Hor- 
dales had begun a criminal procefs againft the 
murderer of her brether, and caufed me to be 
' fearched for every where, in fuch a manner, that 
my mother knowing how infecure I was at home, 
fuftered great uneafinefs, which obliged me to fet 
out that very night for court, where I come, Sig- 
nior, to folicit my pardon, which I hope to ob- 
tain, fince you defign to fpeak to the prime-mi- 
nifter in my behalf, and to fupport me with your 
whole credit.” 

The valiant fon of Don Anaftafio here finifhed 
his narration ; upon which I faid to him, with an 
air of importance: “‘ Enough, Signior Don Roger, 
the cafe feems pardonable : I undertake to com- 
municate your affair to his excellency; and I will 
venture to promife you his proteétion.”’ The 
Grenadine, upon this affurance, launched out in- 
to a world ot thanks, which would only have 
entered at one.ear and gone out at the other, had 
he not. affyred me, that whatever fervice ! thould 
¢o him, weuld be clofe fcllowed by his acknow- 

- ~~ ledgment. 
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ledgment. As foon as he touched on that ftring, 
I put myfelf in motion, and that very day re- 
counted his ftory tq the duke, who having per- 
mitted me to introduce the cavalier, faid to him, 
““ Don Roger, I am informed of the affair that 
brought you to court; Santillane has told me 
every circumftance ; make yourfelf eafy, you have | 
done nothing that is not excufable ; and it is par- 
ticularly to thofe gentlemen, who revenge their 
injured honour, that his majefty loves to thew 
favour. For the fake of form, you muft go 
to prifon ; but be affured, you hall not continue 
initlong. Your friend Santillane will take care of 
the reft, and foon procure your enlargement,” 
Don Roger made a profound bow to the mini- 
fter, on whofe word he furrendered himfelf, 
His pardon, by my care, was expedited in a very 
little time, for in lefs than ten days, I fent this 
new Telemachus home to his Ulydes. and Pene- 
lope ; whereas, had he been without a prote¢tor, 
he would not, perhaps, have been quit for a whole 
year’s imprifonment, Itouched no more than a 
hundred piftoles.for my good offices: fo that it 
was not a great catch. But I was not yet a Cal- 
derona, to defpife {mall matters, : 


| CHAP. IX, 
Gil Blas finds means to make a confiderable fortune in a very 
| Poort time, and gives bimfclf great airs accordingly, 


_ HIS affair quickened my appetite; and ten 

_ piftoles which I gave to Scipio, for his right 

of brokerage, encouraged him to go upon the 
{cent again, I have already extolled his talentss 
in this way: he might have been juftly entitled 
the great Scipio. Thie fecond cufiomer he brought, 
P 2 was 
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was a printer, who, in defpite of common fenfe, 
had enriched himfelf by books of knight-errantry. 
This honeft tradefman had pirated a work belong- 
ing to another printer, and his edition was feized. 
For three hundred ducats, he obtained, through 
my means, a replevy, and efcaped a large fine. 
Though the minifter, properly fpeaking, had no bu- 
finefS with this affair, his excellency, at my re- 
queft, was fo good as to interpofe his authority. 
After the printer, a merchant paffed through my 
hands, on the following occafion. A Portugueze 
Ship had been taken by a corfair of Barbary, and 
afterwards retaken by a privateer of Cadiz. Two 
thirds of the loading, belonged to a merchant of 
Lifbon, who having reclaimed it in vain, came te 
court, im queit of a‘patron,; who had credit 
enough to caufe reftitution to be made, 1 inte- 
refted myfelf in. his behalf, and he got poffeffion 
of his effects, in confideration of a prefent which 
he made me, of four, hundred piloles for my — 
protection. : 
_ Methinks IThear the reader cry in this place, 
Bravo, Monficur de Santillane, put hay into your 
boots ; you are in a fine road, pufh your fortane--- 
O! that I will, I, warrant. you---I fee, if I am 
not miftaken, my valet coming with a new prize, 
which he has grappled---Right : it is Scipio---le¢ 
us hear him. - ‘ Signior, (faid he) allow me to 
introduce this famous operator to you. He wants 
a patent to fell his medicines, exclufive of all 
others, during the {pace of ten years, in all the’ 
cities under the dominion of Spain ;.that is, all 
perfons of his profeflion fhall be prohibited from 
fettling in the place or places where he refides ; 
‘and he will pay, as an acknowledgment, two 
hundred piftoles to any perfon who will procure 
fcr 


GIL BLAS. 187 


for him the faid privilege.’ I faidto the moun- 
tebank, affuming the patron, “ Well, friend, your 
bufinefs fhall be done.’’ Sure enough, in a very 
few- days, I difpatched him with patents, whick 
entitled him to cheat the people exclufively, 
through all the kingdoms of Spain. 

Though my wealth increafed, I had obtained - 
of his excellency the four favours 1: had afked, fo 
eafily, that I never hefitated. in requefting a fifth 5 
which was the government of the city of Vera, 
on the confines of Grenada, fora knight of 
Calatrava *, who promifed me a thoufand pi- 
ftoles for the place. The minifter: laughed to fee 
me fo hot on the game: ‘ Egad, Gil Blas (faid 
he) you go on atarare rate: you muft be furi- 
oufly inclined to oblige your neighbour. Hark’ye, 
I thall not ftand upon trifies with you: but when 
you demand governments, and other confiderable 
favours, you fhall, if you pleafe, be contented witb 
one half of the profit, and be. accountable for the 
other to me. You can’t imagine (added he) what 
expence I am obliged to be at, or how many. re- 
fources J} muft have to fupport the dignity of my 
pot: for, notwithftanding the ditinterefted appcar- 
ance J affume, I confefs I am not imprudent 


* Calatrava, a military order of knighthood in Spain 3 
inftituted in the year 3158, during the reign of Sancho 
the third, king of Caftile. iis toctety has formerly 
fignalized its zeal and courage, in manv battles again’ 
the Infidels, and is fill pofleffed of 56 commanderies, ; 
and fixteen priories. The habit of the order, is a Jarge 
white mantle, with a red crofs on the lett hde, pow- 
dered with flowers de 'pce, The knights make a vow 
of poverty, obedience and conjugal filelity : and take 
an oath to maintain the immaculate conception of the 
dleffed virgin. 
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€nough to diforder my -domeitic affairs. Take 
your meafures accordingly.”” 

My matter, by this difcourfe, banlinine all fear 
of being importunate, or rather encouraging me to 
return frequently to the eharge, I became more 
greedy of riches than ever; and.would have will- . 
ingly advertifed, that all thofe who wanted favours 
at court, fhould apply to me. I went upon one 
courfe, Scipio upon another, in queft of people 
whom we might ferve for money. My knight of 
Calatrava had -his government of Vera, for his 
‘thoufand piftoles ; and I foon obtained another at 
the fame price, for a knight of St. Iago*. I 
was not contented with making governors only, 
I conferred orders of knighthood, and converted 
fome good plebeians into bad gentlemen, by. virtue 
of excellent letters patent. I was alfo willing that 
the clergy fhould feel my benevolence : I beftowed 
{mall benefices, canonfhips, and fome ecclefiaftical 
dignities, As for the bifhoprics and archbifhop- 
‘rics, they were all in the gift of Don Rodrigo de 
Calderona, who likewife appointed magiftrates, 
commanders and viceroys. <A plain proof that 
the great places were no better filled than the 
{mall ones ; for the people we chofe to occupy the 
potts, of which we made fuch an honourable traf- 
fic, were not always the beft qualified, or moft 
regular, We knew very well, that the wits of 
pee made thernfelves merry at our expence ; 


* St. Iago, or St. Jrmes. This is the higheft order 


_ of knighthood in Spain, inftituted in the twelfth cen- 


tury. They take an oath to defend the pilgrims that 
vifit the tomb of St. James, at Compoffella, from the 
infults of the Moors. They bear for arms a {word 
gules, the handle in form of acrofs, powdered with 
flowers de luce ; ard th-ir motto is, Sanguine Arabum 

but 
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but we refembled thofe mifers, who confole them- 


{elves for the public fcorn, with a fight of their 


gold. 

Ifocrates has reafon to call intemperance and 
folly the infeparable companions of wealth. Wher 
¥ found myfelf mafter of thirty thoufand ‘ducats, 
and in acondition to get, perhaps, ten times as 
much, I thought I muft then makea figure worthy 
of the prime-minifter’s confident. I hired a whole 
houfe, which I furnifhed in a handfome manner ; 
bought the coach ef a notary, who -had fet it up 
through oftentation, and now wanted to get rid 
of it, by the advice of his baker. I engaged a 
coachman ; and as it is but juft to advance old 
fervants, raifed Scipio to the triple honour of my 
valet de chambre,’ fecretary: and fteward. But 
what put the’ finifhing ftroke to'my pride, was 
the minifter’s allowing my people to wear his livery. 
This -banifhed all the judgment that remained ; 
and I tecame as mad as the difciples of Porcius 
Latro, who, when they had made themfelves as 
pale as their mafter, by drinking decoctions of cu- 
min, imagined themfelves as learned; and well 
nigh believed myfelf the Duke of Lerma’s relation. 
I really took it into my head, that J fhould pafs for 
fuch, or, perhaps, for one.of his baftards: a re- 
fieétion that gave me infinite pleafure. 

Add to this, that, in imitation of his excellency, 
who kept open table, I refolved to entertain alfo. 
For this purpofe, I ordered Scipio to look opt for 
a fkilful cook ; and he found one, who was, per- 
haps, comparable to that of Nomentanus *, of 


* Lucius Caffius Nomentanus, a famons epicure, that - 


lived in the Auguftan age, and ate up a vaft fortune. 
He is upon honourable record in many places of Horace, 


as his nice tafte in fenfuality, ree 
ainty 
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dainty memory. 1 furnifhed my céllar with deli- 
‘cious wines, and after having laidin all other kinds 
of provifion, began to receive company. Every 
evening, fome of the principal clerks of the mi- 
‘nifter’s office, who proudly affame the quality of 
fecretaries of ftate, came to fup with me, I gave 
them good cheer, and always fent them home well 
watered, Scipio, on his fide, (for it was like 
matter, like man) kept table alo, in the buttery, 
where he regaled his, acquaintances at my expence, 
But, exclufive of my regard for that young fellow, 


I thought, as he contributed to my getting money, 


he had a right to afftft me in {pending it. Befides, 
T looked upon this profufion like a young man, and 
did not perceive the confequence. I had another 
reafon alfo, for overlooking it. Benefices and 
employments never ceafed bringing grift to the 
mill; and feeing my finances daily inereafe, I 
thought I. had, for once, drove a nail into the 
wheel of fartune. 

There was nothing now wanting to gratify my 


vanity, but to make Fabricius an eye-witnefs of * 


my pomp. I did not doubt that he was returned 

from Andaloufia ; and, that 1 might have the plear 

{ure of furprizing him, fent him an anonymous 

billet, im>orting, that a Sicilian nobleman, of his 

acquaintance, expected him to fupper, at fuch a 

day, hour and place, Nunnez came at the time 

appointed, and was amazed to find that J was the 

foreign nobleman, who had invited him to fupper. 

“* Yes, friend, (faid I to him) this is my houfe; 
T have a handfome equipage, a good table, and a 

ftrong box befides.’” “Is it poffible (cried he, 
- with great vivacity) that I find thee again in fuch 
opulence! how happy am I in hayjng recom- 
mended thee to Count Galiane! I teld thee that 
: he 


- 
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he was a generous nobleman, whe would foon make 
thee eafy for life, Thou haft, doubtlefs, (added 
he) followed the wife advice I gave thee, and 
given the butler a little more rein, 1 congratulate 
thee upon thy conduét; for itis by fuch prudent 
meafures only, that the ftewards in great families 
become fo rich.” : 

‘I let Fabricius applaud himfelf as much as he 
pleafed, for having introduced me to the fervice of 
Count Galiano: after which, in order to moderate 
the joy which he felt for having procured me fuch 
.a good poit, 1 related the marks of gratitude with 
which that nobleman had repaid my fervice: but 
perceiving that my poet, while I made the detail, - 
fung his recantation within himfelf; I faid to him, 
‘‘ I forgive the Sicilian---between you and me, I 
have more caufe to rejoice than be forry, at his- 
behaviour towards me. If the count had not ufed 
me ill, I fhould have followed him to Sicily, 
where I thould now be a fervant, in, expectation 


+ of an uncertain eftablifhment. In a word, I fhould 


Not be confident to the Duke of Lerma.”? Nun- 
nez was fo ftruck with thefe laft words, that he 
continued, fome minutes, incapable of uttering 
one.fyllable. Then breaking filence, all of a fud- 
den; ‘* Did I, underftand you aright? (faid he) 
what! have you the confidence of the prime- 
sninifter ?”? “I fhare it (1 replied) with Don Ro- 
drigo de Calderona, and, in all appearance, I fhall 
make great progrefs,”” ‘ Truly, Signior de San- | 
tillane (faid he} I look upon you with admiration ! 
you are capable. of filling all forts of employments. 
What talents yeu are mafter of! you have (to ufe 
the €Xpreffion of our tennis-court) the univerfal 
tool: that is to fay, you are qualified, for every 
‘thing, Finally, .Signior, (added he) I am over- 
. ie a joyed 
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joyed at your worfhip’s profperity.”? ‘Oh the 
devil! (faid I, interrupting him) Mr. Nunnez, 

truce with Signior and Your worfhip : Iet us banifh 

thefe terms, and live familiarly together.”” ‘Thou 
art in the right, (he replied) I ought not to look 

upon thee otherwife than ufual, although thou art 

become rich. I will confefs my weaknefs : I was 

dazzled when I underftood thy happy fate. But 

that prejudice is over, and I now behold thee again 

as my old friend Gil Blas,”” 

Our converfation was interrupted by the arrival 
of four or five clerks, ‘Gentlemen, (faid I to 
them, prefenting Nunnez) you fhall fup with Sig- 
nior Don Fabricio, who compofes verfes worthy of 
king * Numa, and writes in profe, like a prodigy.”” 
Unluckily, I fpoke to people who regarded poetry 
fo little, that our author fuffered on account of 
his profeffion. Scarce would they deign to favour 
him with a look. It was to ne purpofe that he 
faid witty things, in order to attra their attention ; 
they did not perceive the beauty of his fallies : and 
. he was fo much piqued at their want of tafte, that 
he made ufe of his poetical licence, and cunningly 
withdrawing from the company, difappeared, Out 
clerks did not perceive his retreat, and fat down 
to table, without fo much as afking what was be- 
€ome of him. 

Juft.as Thad done drefling, next morning, and 
was going abroad, the poet of the Afturies entered 
my chamber, faying, ‘‘I afk pardon (my friend) 
for having fo abruptly left thy clerks, laft night ; 
but truly, I was fo much out of my element, 
among them, that I could no longer endure my 
fituation, A parcel of infolent fellows with their 

* The obfcure verfes fung by the Salian priefts, in 
their proceffions, were compofed by Numa. - 

felf- 
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felf-fufficient ftarched airs | I can’t comprehend how 
thou, who haft an acutenefs of underftanding, 
can’{t accommodate thyfelf to fuch ftupid guefts ; 
this very day (added he) I will bring hither, fel. 
lows of wit and fpirit.’”’ ‘‘ I thall obliged to thee 
(anfwered I) and will entirely depend upon thy 
taite in the choice of them."* ‘‘ Thou art in the 
right (faid he) I promife thee fuperior geniufes, of 
the moft entertaining charaGers. I will go this in- 
ftant to a coffee-houfe where they mect, and be-~ | 
fpeak them before they engage themfelves elfe- 
where ; for happy is the man who can have their 
company at dinner or fuprer, fo much are they 
admired for their agreeable humour. 

So faying he left me, and at fupper-time, re- 
turned with fix authors only, whom he introduced 
to me, one after another, characterizing each as: 
he prefented him. To hear him, one would have 


' thought that thofe wits furpaffed thofe of aricient 


Greece and Italy; and their works (as he faid) 
deferved to be engraven in letters of gold. I re- 
ceived thofe gentlemen very politely, and even af- 
fe&ed to load them with civility ; for the nation 
of authors, is a little vain-glorious, Though f 
had not laid my injunctions on Scipio to take care 
that our table fhould be fumptuoufly furnifhed, ag 
he knew what fort of people I was to treat that 
day, he had reinforced our fervices of his own ac- . 
_ Gord. In thort,; we went to fupper in high glee; 
My poets began to talk of themfelves, and were 
not filent in their own praife. One with a lofty 
air, mentjoned grandees and ladies of quality who 
were delighted with his mufe; another finding 
fault with the choice which a learned academy 
had made of two members, modeftly obferved thae 
they ought to have chofen him. The sasaki 
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the reft was not a whit lefs arrogant. In the mid- 
dle of fupper, they worried me with verfe and 
profe ; each in his turn, repeating a fpecimen of 
his own writings ; one regaled me with a fonnet ; 
another rehearfed a fcene of a.tragedy; a third, 
read acriticifm upon a comedy; anda fourth, 
endeavouring in his turn to give us an ode of 
Anacreon, tranflated into wretched Spanith verfe, 
was interrupted by one of his brethren, who told 
him that he had ufed an improper term. The au- 
thor of the tranflation denied his affertion; and a 
difpute arofe, in which all-the wits efpoufed one 
fide or other; the votes were equal, the difpu- 
tants grew hot, and proceeded to invectives: The 
debate {till continued ; until becoming quite furi- 
ous, they got up and went by the ears together. 
Fabricio, Scipio, my coachman, lacqueys and my- 
felf, had all fufficient work in parting them ; which 
when we had accomplifhed, they went away, as 
if from a public boufe, without making the leaft 
apology for their impolite behaviour. 

Nunnez, upon whofe promife I had formed an 
agreeable idea of this entertainment, remained very 
much out of countenance at this adventure. 
‘* Well, friend, (faid I to him) will you extole 
your fellow’ guefts? Upon my confcience, you 
have brought hither a villainous fet. I will hence- 
forth keep to my clerks ; don’t talk to me of au- 


thors.” ‘*I will bring no more fuch (anfwered 
ne) thou hait feen the beft of the whole a 
CHA Pp. X. 


The morals of Gil Blas are entirely oie at court, 
He is charged with a commiffion by the Count de Le- 
mos, and ergages {nan intrigue with that nobleman, 

AS foon as I was known tobe in favour with 

the Duke of ee I had a court of my 
own 
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4 own. Every morning my antichamber was full 
_ ° Of people, and I gave audience at my levee. Two: 
. "kinds of company came thither; one, to buy my 
-  Antereft with the minifter for favours ; and the 
.- other, to move me by fupplications, to obtain for 
them what they wanted, gratis, The firft were 
,  fure of being heard and affifted ; but with regard 
: to the laft, I got rid of them immediately by eva- 
: five excufes, or amufed them fo long, that their. 
. patience forfook them, Before I belonged to court, 
‘ I was naturally compaffionate and charitable ; but 
. _. Eno longer felt that human weaknefs, and became 
: as hard as flint. Of confequence, I cured myfelf 
| of my friendthips alfo, and ftript myfelf of all focial 
affection, as will appear by my behaviour to Jofeph 

* Navarro, in an affair I am going to relate, 
This Navarro, to whom I owed fo many obli- 
gations, and who, in one word, was the: firft 
caufe of my fortune, came one day to my rai 


Mee Pe ye Saanich eae 
: 


‘and after having expreffed a great deal of frien 
, fhip for me, as he always did when we met, defi- . 
red me to afk of the duke of Lerma, a certain 

employment for one of his friends ; telling me, 

that the cavalier in whofe behalf he follicited, was 

a very amiable young gentleman, of great. merit, 

but that he wanted a poft for his fubfiftence : 

** Idon’t at all doubt’ (added Jofeph) that, kind 

and obliging as you are, you will be overjoyed 

at an opportunity of ferving a man of honour in 

diftrefs ; and J am fure that you will think your- 

felf beholden to me for giving you this occafion of 

exerting your generofity.”” This was plainly 

telling me, that he expeéted it for nothing ; and 
though I did not, much relith the propofal, I ap- 
peared very much difpofed to do what he defired. 
** J am charmed (anfwer¢d I. to Navarro) that I 
have it in my power to fhew my lively gratitude 
Vor. Iii, QQ, for 
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for all the favours which I have received at yous 


hands. Your interefting yourfelf for any one, is 


a fufficient inducement for me to ferve him ; youz™ 
friend thall have that place you have pitched upors 
for him, depend upon it; the affair is now no lon— 
ger yours but mine.”’ 

On this affurance, Jofeph went away very, well 
fatished. Neverthelefs, the perfon whom Nhe re- 
commended, did not ebtain the poft in queftion. 
¥ procured it for another man, in confideration cf 
a thoufand ducats, which I put into my ftrong box, 
and which I preferred to any acknowledgment I 
mizht have expe@ted from the clerk of the kitcher , 
to whom I faid (with an air of mortification) when 
next we met; ‘© Ah! my dear Navarro, you was - 
too late in fpeaking to me; I was prevented by 
Calderona, who has given away that fame poft ; 
and I am quite in defpair, that I have not better 
mews to entertain you with.” : 

Joteph implicitly believed what I faid, and we 


"” parted more friends than ever ; but I believe he 


toon difcovered the truth, for he never after came 
t» my houfe ; and I was ‘charmed at his abfence. 
For befides my ae burthened by the fervices 
he had done me, [I thought it did not look well 
for people of my rank at court, to keep company 
with butlers. 

I have not mentioned the count de Lemos, a 
good while, Let us now return to that nobleman, 
whom I fometimes vifited. I had carried to him 
the thoufand piftoles, as I formerly obferved, and 


afterwards gave him a thoufand more, by order , 


_ of the duke his uncle, out of the money I had be- +: 
longing to his excellency. The count de Lemos, 


had a long converfation with me, that day: he 

teld me that he had at laft gained his end, and _ 

intirely poflefied the oe graces of the prince ‘of: , 
Spain, 
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Spain, whofe fole confident he was: he then gave 
me charge of a very honourable commiffion which 
he had already prepar’d for me. ‘“ Friend San- 
tillane, (faid he) now is the time to be doing ; 
fpare nothing to difcover fome young beauty, who 
fhall be worthy to amufe that gallant prince. You 
don’t want wit, and I need fay no more ; go, 
run, fearch, and-when you have made a lucky. 
difcovery, come and impart it to me.*’ I promifed 
to neglect nothing, in acquitting myfelf handfomly. 
of this employment, which muft not be very diffi- 
cult to exercife, fince fo many people live by o 
fame profeffion. 

I had not been much ufed to thefe kinds ‘of in- 
quiry 5 ; but not doubting that Scipio was an adept 
in the art, I called for him when I came home, and 
faid to him in private, ‘* Child, I am going to in- 
truft thee with a great fecret. Do'ft thou know, at 
in the midft of fortune’s favours I find I want fome~ 
thing ?*’---"* I can eafily guefs what that is, (faid 
he, interrupting me before I-could proceed) you 
‘want an agreeable nymph to unbend and exhilerate 
your fpirits ; and truly it is aftonithing, that you 
fhould be without one in the prime of. your age, 
when grave grey-beards cannot difpenfe with fuch 
recreation.”’---** I admire thy penetration ; (an- 
fwered I with a fmile) yes, a-miftrefs I want, 
and defire to have one of thy recommending. But 
J muft warn thee before-hand, that I am very de- 
licate in thefe matters, T expect a lady of beauty 
and good morals.”” ‘* What you require (re- 
plied Scipio) is not eafily found; but, however, 
we live, thank God, in a city that affords fome of 
all forts, and 1 hope I fhall foen be able to-fit you 
to a hair.” 

Sure enough, in three days he faid, “ I have 
difcovered a treafure ; a young-lady, whofe: name 

Q2 : is 
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is Catalina, of a good family, and ravifhing 
beauty ; the lives: under the tuition of her aunt, 
in a little -houfe, where they fubfft in an honour- 
able manner, on their fo which is but {mall ; 
they are ferved by a ch remaid of my ac- 
qoaintance, who has affured te, that though their 
door is fhut to every body at prefent, it would be 
opened toa rich and liberal gallant, provided he 
were willing to avoid fcandal, by going in at night, 
without any fhew.' Whereupon I defcribed you as 
acavalier, who deferved to find the door unlatched ; 
and defired the maid to propofe you to the lates. 
' She has promifed to do fo, and inform me of their 
anfwer to-morrow morning, at a certain place.’” 
** That's well (I replied) but J am afraid the cham- 
Ger-maid impofes upon thee.” ‘* No, no, (faid 
he} I'am not fo eafily perfuaded; I have already’ 
interrogated the neighbours, and conclude from 
what they fay, that Signiora Catalina is a Danae, on 
whom you may defcend, like another Jupiter, 
im a fhower of gold.”” Prejudiced as I was againft 
mtrigues of this kind, I engaged in it for once 5 
and as the chamber-maid came next day, and told 
Scipio, that if I pleafed, I might be introduced thae 
very evening to her miftrefs, I ftole thither between 
eleven and twelve, The maid receiving me in the 
dark, took me by the hand, and led me into a 
pretty handfome Hall, where I found the ladies 
richly dreffed, amd feated on fattin couches. As 
foon as they perceived me, they got up, and falut- 
ed me in fuch a noble manner, that I'took them 
for perfons of quality. The aunt (whofe name was 
Signiora Mencja) though ftill agreeable, did not at- 
tract my attention, which was entirly engroffed 
by the niece, who feemed a goddefs. To, ex2zmine 
her minutely, however, fhe could not be called a 
perfect beauty 3, but flie had fuch graces, together 
with 
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“with a tempting lufcious air, as hindered the eye 
‘ to perceive her defeéts. 


Accordingly, 1 was difturbed at fi ght of her. I 
forgot that I came thither to perform the office of 
procurer; fpoke in my own favour, and expref- 
fed myfelf like a man infpired by the moft violent 
paifion. ~The young lady, in whom I found three 
times more wit than fhe really had, (fo courteous 
did fhe feem,) quite enchanted me by her anfwers ; 
and I began to lofe the government of myfelf, when 
her aunt, in order to moderate my tranfports, ad- 
dreffed ‘me in this manner : ° Signior de Santilfane, 
J muf be free with you. On account of the cha- 
raéter which I heard of your worfhip, I have per- 
mitted you to vifit me, without inhancing the 
price of the favour, by ftanding on ceremony 5; 
but don’t imagine yourfelf the nearer your point 


for that reafon. Ihave hitherto brought up my 


niece in retirement, and you are (as { may fay) the 
firft cavalier to whofe eyes fhe has been expofed. If 
you deem her wor.hy to be your wife, I fhall be 
overjoyed at her good fortune. Confider therefore, 
if fhe will fuit you at that price 5 for you cannot 
have her at ‘a cheaper rate.’ 

This well-aimed fhot frighted away Cupid, who 
was juft going to let fly an arrow at nie. To {peak 
without metaphor, a marriage fo bluntly propofed, 
‘made me recole& myfelf. I became again al} of a 
fudden the faithful agent of the count de Lemos, 
and changing my tone, replied to Signiora Men~ 
cia, ‘€ Madam, I am pleated with your franknefs, 
which I intend to imitate. Whatever figure I 
make at court, I am not worthy of the incom- 
parable Catalina, but have in view for her a much 

more {plendid fate ; in fhort, I defiga her for the 
prince of Spain.” ‘“* Your refufal of my niece, 
(replied the aunt coldly) was difobliging enough ; 

Q.3! there 
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there was no occafion to accompany it with a 
piece of raillery.” “© 1 don’t rally indeed, madam, 
(cried I) nothing is more ferious: I have orders to 
find out a lady who deferves to be honoured with 
the private vifits of the prince of Spain ; I find 
fuch a one in your houfe, and mark it for the 
{cene accordingly, . 

Signiora Mencia was aftonithed at thefe words, 
which I perceived did not much difpleafe her: ne- 
_veithelefs, believing that the ought to affeé re- 
ferve, fhe anfwered in this manner; ‘* If I was: 
difpofed to credit literally what you fay, you mutt 
' Know that I am not of fuch a chara@er, as to re- 
joice'in the infamous honour of feeing my niece 
miftrefs to a prince. My virtue difapproves---- 
<< ‘What a faint you are with your virtue! (faid I, 
interrupting her) you talk like one bred among filly 
citizens. Sure you joke, in pretending to confider 
things in a moral point of view? that would be 
Nripping them of all their beauty ; they muft be 
furveyed with a carnal eye. Behold the heir appa- 
rent of Spain, at the feet of the happy Catalina, 

adoring and loading her with prefents 3 and remem- 
_ ber that from her perhaps will fpring a hero, who 
will render his mother’s name immortalas hisown.”” 
Altho’ the aunt would have gladly embraced 
my propofal, the feigned herfelf irrefolute about 
the matter ; and Catalina, who wifhed the prince 
already in her chains, affe€ted great indifference ; 
fo that I was obliged to inveft the place a-new, un- 

til at length, Signiora Mencia feeing me repulfed, 
and ready to raife the fiege, beat the Chamade, 
and we agreed upon a capitulation, which contain’d 
‘the two following articles.---Imprimis, If the 
.. prince of Spain, on the report that I fhall make 
of Catalina’s charms, fhall be inflamed, and de- 
termine, to, dionour her with a nodturnal vifit, I 
thall 
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fhall take care to apprife the ladies, of the night 
thac fhall be chofen for that purpofe.---Item, The 
. prince fhall not vifit the faid ladies but as an or- 
dinary gallant, with no other attendants than me 
and his Mercury in chief. 

After this convention, the aunt and niece fhewed 
me all manner of friendfhip, and affumed a fami- 
liarity of behaviour, in confequence of which, I 
ventured fome hugs,. which were not very ill re- 
ceived ; and when we parted, they embraced me 
of their own accord, and loaded me with careffes. 
It is really wonderful to fee with what facility an 
intimacy is contra@ed between the' courtiers of 
gallantry, and the women who want their fervice. 
Had people obferved me leave this houfe, with fuch 
marks of favour, they might have faid with fome 
appearance of juftice, that I was much happier 
than I actually found myfelf.---The count de Le- 
mos was overjoyed, when I let him know that 
I had made fuch a difcovery as he defired. I fpoke 
of Catalina in fuch a manner, as made him long 
to fee her, I carried him to her lodgings next 
night, and he owned that I had been very fuccefs- 
ful. He told the ladies, he did not at all doubt 
that the prince would be perfectly well fatisfied 
with the miftrefs which I had chofen for him, and 
that fhe on her part would have caufe to be con- 
tented with fuch a lover; that the young prince 
was full of generofity and f{weetnefs of temper :, 
in fhort, he affured them, that he would brmg 
‘him to their houfe in a few days, as they defired 
he thould come, that is, without noife or atten- 
dance. This nobleman afterwards took his leave 
of them, and I withdrew in his company, We 
got back to his equipage, in which we had come 
thither, and which waited for us at the end of the 
firget: he fet me down at my own, houfe, charg-- 
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ing me to inform his uncle next day of this new- 
ftarted adventure, and to defire he would fend him 
a thonfand piftoles to enfure its fuccefs. 

I did not fail to give the duke of Lerma an 
_ exad account of what had paffed ; concealing only 
‘one circumftance, I did not fpeak a fyllable of 
- Scipio, but took to myfelf the honour of the dif- 
covery, according to the pra@tice of thofe who 
live among the great, . 

By thefe means I acquired a great many com- 
pliments. ‘ Mr, Gil Blas, (faid the minifter to 
me, with an air of raillery) I am ravifhed to find, 
that with your other talents, you likewife poffefs 
that of difcovering obliging beauties : when I have 
occafion for one of that clafs, you will give me 
leave to apply to you.”” ‘* My lord, (I replied 
.in the fame tone) I thank your grace for intending 


me the preference ; but givé me leave to fay, that 


J fhould be fcrupulous in ferving your excellency 
in that manner. Signior Rodrigo has been fo long 
in poffeffion of that employment, that it would 
be unjuft in me to deprive him of it.”? The duke 
{miled at my anfwer, then changing the difcourfe, 
afked if his nephew did not want money for this 
adventure. ‘* Pardon me, .(faid J) he begs you 
will fend-him a thoufand piftoles.”” “‘ Very well, 
‘(replied the minifter) carry them to him, bid him 
{pare nothing, but approve of . whatever expence 
the prince fhall propofe, 


| - CHAP. XI. 
The private vifit and prefents which the prince of Spain 
made to Catalina. | 


i Went that inftant with five hundred double 


piftoles to the count de Lemos, who told me, 


“* You could not come in better feafon, I have 
{ fpoke. 
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{poke to the prince 5 he has bit at the hook, and’ 
burns with impatience ‘to fee Catalina. This very 
night he intends to flip privately out of the palace, 
in order to vifit her. It is a thing determined, 
and our meafures are taken accordingly. Inform 
the ladies of his refolution, and give them that 
money which you have brought ; for it is right to 
let them fee that he is no ordinary lover whom 
they are to receive: befides, the bounty of prin- 
‘ces ought to precede their intrigues, As you will 
accompany him, together with me, (added he) be 
fure of being at his coucheé this evening. Your 
coach alfo (for I think it is proper we fhould ufe 
it) muft wait for us near the palace about mid- 
night.”” 
_ Timmediately repaired to the houfe, but did | 
not fee Catalina, who (they told me) was a-bed ; 
fo that I could only fpeak with Signiora Mencia, 
to whom I faid, ** Madam, pray excufe me for 
appearing in your houfe by day; but it is not in 
my power to do otherwife, for I muft give you no- 
tice, that the prince of Spain will be here this 
night; and here (added I, putting the bag of money 
in her hand) is an offering which he fends to the 
temple of Cytherea, to render the divinities of the 
place propitious. You fee I have not engaged 
you in a bad affair.” “* Iam very much obliged 
to you, (fhe replied) but tell me, Signior de San- 
tillane, does the pririce love mufick ?”” “* He loves 
it (anfwered I) to diftra€tion ; nothing can’ enter- 
tain him fo much as a fine voice, accompanied by 
a lute delicately touch’d,”? “ So much the better, 
(cried fhe in a tran{port of joy) you give me in- 
finite pleafure in telling me this, for my niece has 
the pipe of a nightingale, and plays upon the hite 
to admiration ; fhe likewife dances perfectly well.’’ 
*© Heavens!) (cried I, ia my turn) what sited 
ons 
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‘tions, my good aunt! fo many are not neceflary 
to make a girl’s fortune; one. of thefe talents is 
fufficient for the purpofe.” 

Having thus. paved the way, I waited for the 
hour of the prince’s coucheé ; then giving orders 
to my coachman, I rejoined the count de Lemos, 


who told me that the prince, to get .rid of his i 
company the fooner, would feign a flight indifpofi- 


tion, and even go to bed, the better to perfuade 
them of his being fick ; but that he would rife a- 
_ gain in an hour, and by a back-door, gain a pri- 
vate ftair that led into the court-yard. 
When he had informed me of what they had 
_ Concerted together, he pofted me in a place through 
which he affured me they would pafs; and there 
I danced attendance fo, long, that I began to think 
our gallant had taken another road, or loft his dee 
fire of feeing Catalina, as if princes ufually 
dropt thefe fort of whims before they have fatis- 
fied them, In fhort, I imagined they had forgot 
me altogether, when two men accofted me, whom 
having difcerned to be thofe I expedted, I con- 
duéted them to my coach, in which they feated 
themfelves, while 1 got upon the coach-box to 
dire&t the driver, whom I ordered to ftop about 
fifty yards from the houfe. I then handed the 
prince and his companion out of the coach, and 
we walked towards the place for which we were 
bound. The gate opened at. our approach, and 
fhut again as foon as we got in. 


At firft we feund ourfelves in the fame dark. - 


nefs in which I had been introduced ; though by 
‘way of diftin€&ion there .was a fmall lamp fixed 
_to the wall, the light of which was fo dim, that 
‘we could only perceive it, without being lighted 
by its rays. All this ferved only to make the ad- 
venture more agreeable to our hero, who was fen- 
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fibly ftruck at the fight of the ladies, who received 
him into a hall, where the luftre of a great nusi- 
ber of candles made amends for the darknefs that 
reigned in the court. The aunt and niece were in 
@ gay difhabille, fo artfully difpofed, that no body 
could look upon them with impunity, Our prince 


’ would have been very well fatisfied with Signiora 


Mencia, if there had been no other for him to 
chufe ; but the charms of young Catalina, as they 


‘deferved, had the preference. ‘* Well, my prince, 


(faid the count de Lemos) was it poffible for us 
to procure your highnefs the pleafure of feeing two 


ladies more handfome than thefe?’? ‘I am ra- 


vithed with them both! (replied the prince) and 
I thall never carry off my heart; for, the aunt 
could not mifs of it, if it was poffible for the 
niece to fail.’” | 

After this compliment fo agreeable to an aumt, 
he faid a thoufand fond things to Catalina, who 
anfwered with great wit and fpirit, As thofe 
honourable people who perform the part that I 
ated on this occafion, are permitted to join in the 
converfation of lovers, provided it be with an in- 
tention of adding fuel to the fire; I told the gal- 
lant, that his nymph fung and played upon the 
lute to admiration, He was overjoyed to hear 
that fhe was miftrefs of tHefe talents, and in- 


treated her to entertain him with a fpecimen. 


She complied with a good grace, took up a lute 
ready tuned, played fome tender airs, and fung in 
fuch an affe@ting manner, that the prince dropt 
down at her feet, in a tranfport of love and plea- 
fure. But let us finifh this piture, and only ob- 
ferve, that during this fweet intoxication, in which 
the heir of the Spanifh monarchy was plunged, the 
hours ftole away like minutes, and we were obli- 
ged to tear him from that dangerous houfe, be- 
: | | caufe 
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caufe of the day’s approach. We the gentlemen 
undertakers carried him back to his apartment 
with great difpatch, and then went to our different 
homes, as well fatisfied in having fitted him with 
a fhe-adventurer, as if we had tranfa&ed his mar- 
riage with a princefs, 

Next morning I recounted this adventure to the 
duke of Lerma, who defired to be informed of 
every particular; and juft as I had finifhed my 
narration, the count de Lemos came in, and aid, 
“¢ The prince of Spain is fo much engroffed by 
Catalina, and has conceived fuch a paffion for her, 
that he propofes to vifit her often, and attach 
himfelf to her alone. He wanted to fend to her 
this day jewels to the amount of two thoufand pif- 
toles, but not having a penny in his purfe, he ap- 
plied to me. ‘“‘ My dear Lemos, (faid he) you 
muft find me-that fum immediately, I know very 
well that I incommode, nay exhauft you, but my 
heart retains the obligation ; and if ever I find my- 
:{elf in a condition to exert my gratitude, otherwife 
than in thought, for all your friendfhip, you fhall 
not. repent of having laid me under an obliga- 
tion.” ** My prince (faid I, leaving him that in- 
ftant) I have friends and ‘credit, and will em- 
ploy them both to accommodate you with what 

_ you want.’ 
<* It is not difficult to fatisfy his demand, (faid the 
duke to his nephew.) Santillane, go fetch the 
money: or i€ you pleafe, he will purchafe the 
jewels, for.he is a perfe& connoiffeur in ftones, 
efpecially rubies, Is not this true, Gil Blas ?*’ 
(added he, looking at me with a fatirical fmile.) 
** Your grace is very fevere, (I replied) I fee that 
you want to make Monfieur the Count merry at 
_ my expence,”” This happened accordingly. The 
Bid aac asked what myftery there was in his words. 
Nothing, 
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‘€ Nothing, (anfwered the duke laughing) only 
Santillane one day thought proper'to exchange a dia 
smond for a ruby, and afterwards found that he had 
gained neither honour nor profit by the bargain.’” 
I thould have thought myfelf eafily quit, if the 
minifter had {aid no more of the matter; but he 
£ook the trouble to relate the trick that Camilla and 


Don Raphael played upon me in the hired lodg- 
ing,, and to enlarge particularly on thofe circum- 
.ftances which chagrined me moft. His excellency, 


after having enjoyed his joke, ordered me to ace 


-company the count de Lemos, who carried me to 


a jeweler’s houfe, where we chofe jewels, which 
we fhewed to the prince for his approbation ; and © 
which being afterwards entrufted to me, in order | 
to be prefentcd to Catalina, I went home for two | 
thoufand piftoles of the duke’s money, with which 
I paid the merchant. 

Ic is a queftion rot to be afked, if I was kindly 
-received next night by the ladies, when I exhibit- 
ed the prefents of my embaffy, confifting of an 
shandfome ring defigned for the aunt, and a pair of 


. ear-rings for the niece. Charm’d with thefe marks 
, of the prince’s love and generofity, they began te 


prattle like two goffips, and thanked me for hav- 
ing procured for them fuch a valuable acquaint- 
ance. They forgot themfelves in the excefs of 
their joy, and fome words efcaped them, which 


gnade me fufpe& that I had introduced a meer gypfy 


to our great monarch’s fon ; but that I might know 
precifely whether or not I had performed this fine 


_ mafter-piece, I went home, refolved to come to 


an explanation with Scipio, - 


‘Vor, Ill, KR . CHAP. 
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CHAP, XII. 
Catalina’s real charafter. The perplexity and ancafinefs 


of Gil Blas. The precaution be was obliged to take — 


Sor bis own quiet. 


UST as I entered my own honfe, I heard a 
J great noife; and enquiring into the caufe, was 
old, Scipio that evening treated half-a-dozen of 
his friends, who fung full throat, and frequently 
broke out in loud fits of laughter ; fo that affuredly 
this repaft could not be properly ftiled the banquet 
of the feven wife men. 

The mafter of the feaft, advertifed of my arrival, 
{aid to his company, “ Gentlemen, ‘tis only my 
mafter come home ; be not difturbed, but continue 
your mirth ; I will go and fpeak two words to him, 
and rejoin you in a twinkling.”’ Se faying, he 
came to my apartment. ‘‘ Whata hubbub is this ? 
(faid I) what fort of people are thofe you entertain 
below ? are they poets?’ “‘ No indeed, Sir, if 
you pleafe, (he replied) it were pity to beftow 
your wine on fuch company. I make a better 
ufe of it. There is among my guefts a very rich 
young fellow, who wants for his money, an em- 
ployment by your intereft ; and for him alone I 
give this entertainment : at every draught he drinks, 
I raife the gratification you are to receive, ten pi- 
ftoles, and will make him drink till day.” ‘* I€ 
that be the cafe, (I replied) go back to thy friends, 
and don’t fpare the wine in my cellar.”’ 

I did not think this a proper feafon to talk wit 
him about Catalina ; but next morning when I got 
up, I fpoke to him in this manner: ‘‘ Friend Scipio, 
thou Knoweft how we live together; I treat thee 
more like a comrade than a domeftic ;_ and of con- 
fequence thou wilt.be to blame in deceiving’ me as 
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a mafter. Let us then lay afide all referve with 
one another, I will tell thee fomething that will 
furprife thee, and thou fhalt difclofe to me thy 
real fentiments of thofe two women with whom 
thou haft made me acquainted.” Between thee and 
me, I fufpe& them to be two artful puffes, cun- 
ning in proportion to the fimplicity which they af- 
fo&. If my opinion dots them juftice, the prince 
of Spain has no great caufe to be well pleafed with 
ame; for I confefs it was for him that I wanted a 
miftrefs. I accordingly carried him to Catalina’s 
houfe, and he is become paffionately fond of her,’* 
“© Signior, (anfwered Scipio) J am too well ufed 
by you, to be wanting in fincerity with my mafter, 
Thad yefterday a private converfation with the 
maid of thefe two princeffes, and the related their 
hiftory, which to me feemed very diverting, You 
thal hear it in two words, 
_ Catalina is daughter toa poor gentleman of Ar- 
¥agon, and finding herfelf at the age of fifteen an 
orphan, as handfome as poor, liftened to an old 
commander, who condu&ed her to Toledo, where 
he died in fix months, after having ferved as a 
parent rather than a hufbandto her. She fecured 
his fortune, confifting of fome moveables and three 
hundred piftoles in ready money, then joined her- 
felf to Signiora Mencia, who was ftill in fafhion, © 
tho’ already in the wane. Thefe two good friends 
lived together, and began to behave fo as to attract 
the notice of juftice ; at which the ladies being dif- 
gufted, haftily zbandoned Toledo thro’ vexation, 
and fettled in Madrid, where they have lived about 
two years, without vifiting any perfon in the neigh- 
bourhood, But the beft circumiftance of the ftory 
is this, they have hired two {mall houfes, feparate 1 
only by a wall, having in the cellar a ftair of com- 
munication from the one to the other. Signiora 

R2 Mencia 
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Mencia lives with a young maid-fervant in one of 
thefe houfes, and the commander's widow poffeffes 
the other, with an old duenna who paffes for her 
grandmother ; fo that our Arragonian is fometimes 
a niece brought up by her aunt, and fometimes a 
pupil under the wings of her grandame. When 
the aéts the niece, fhe is called Catalina, and when 
fhe plays the grand-child her name is. Sirena.”” 

At the name of Sirena, I grew pale ; and inter- 
rupting Scipio, faid, “‘ What do I hear! alas?! F 
am afraid that this curfed Arragonian is no other 
than the miftrefs of Calderona.”” -‘ Truly, (he re- 
plied) it is the fame! I thought this’ piece of news 
would have given you pleafure."” ‘Thou art 
very much miftaken, (anfwered I) I have more 
caufe to be forry than rejoiced at it; dot thou 
not fee the confequences ?”” ‘* No, in faith, (re- 
fumed Scipio) what mifchief can it produce ? you 
dre not fure that Don Rodrigo will difcover what 
paffes ; and if you are afraid of his getting infor- 
mation, you have nothing to do, but prepoffefs 
the minifter in your favour, by telling him candid- 
ly the whole affair. Hewill fee your fineerity ; and 
if after this Calderona fhould attempt to do you an 
ill office with his excellency, he will! perceive that his 
fole defign is to injure you out of a fpirit of revenge.*® 

Scipio by this difcourfe banithed my fear; and 
refolved to follow his advice, I informed the duke | 
of Lerma of the difcovery Thad made. I even af-_ 
fe&ted to tell it with a melancholy air, in order to 
perfoade him of my being mortified for having in 
nocently introduced Don Rodrigo’s miftrefs to the 
prince. But the minifter, far from pitying his 
favourlte, laughed at the adventure, and bid me ga 
on in my old way, faying, that after all it was glo~ 
rious for Calderona to love the fame lady who had 
Captivated the prince of Spain, and to be as welt 
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received by her as his highnefs. I imparted it alfo 


- to the count de Lemos, who affured me of his pro- 


tection, in cafe the firft fecretary fhould difcover 
the intrigue, and attempt to ruin me with his grace, 

Imagining that by this precaution I had delivered 
the bark of my fortune from the dangerous fhelves 
that environed it, my fear vanifhed, 1 {till accom- 
panied the prince to the houfe of Catalina, alias 
the fair Sirena, who was artful enough to invent 
ftratagems to keep Don Rodrigo from her embraces y 
and ‘to defraud him of thofe nights which the was 
obliged to beftow on his illuftrious rival, 


’ . Cc H A P. XY. 


Gil Blas continues to akt the man of confequence. Hears 
news of bis family, which make but fmall impreffs ton 
upon bim, and quarrels with Fabricius. _ 

Have already obferved, that in the morning my 

& antichamber was ufwally crowded with. people 

who came to make propofals, but I would not re-. 


_ ceive them viva voce; and, according to the cuftom at 


court, or rather with. a view of exhibiting my own 
importance, I faid to each follicitor, ‘* Give in-a 
memorial.” I was fo much ufed to this, that one 
say I anfwered in thefe words to my lahdlord, who 
game to put me in mind of a year’s rent being due. 


' As for my butcher and baker, they faved me the 


trouble of atking their merhorials, which. were al- 
ways punétually delivered every month. Scipio, 
who imitated me fo clofely, that the copy might 
be faid to come very near the original, hehaved in 
the fame manner to thofe who applied for his inte- - 
reft with me. J was guilty of another ridi- 
culous piece of vanity, which J don’t intend to ex- 
cufe. I was foolith enough to talk of the grandees, 
as if I had been a man in their fphere. If (for ex- 
ample) | I had occafion to mention. the Duke of Al- 
Ee R 3 ; Vay 
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va, orthe Duke of Medina Sidonia, I called them 
without ceremony, ‘* Alva, and Medina Sidonia.”” 
In a word, I became fo vain and haughty, that £ 
was no longer my father’s fon, Alas! poor du- 


enna and ufher, I did not fo much as enquire whe- 


ther you were happy or miferable in the Afturies ! 
I did not even think of you! The court is like the 
river Lethe, in-making us forget our parents and 
friends, when they are under misfortunes. 

I no longer, therefore, remembered my family, 
when one morning a young man came to my 
houfe, and defiring to fpeak with me in private, I 
carried him into my clofet, where, without offer- 
ing him a chair, becaufe he feemed to be a plebeian, 
I.afked what he wanted with me? “ How! Sig- 
nior Gil Blas, (faid he) Don’t you remember me ?”? 
In vain did I confider him attentively: F was 
obliged to anfwer, that his features were entirely 
unknown, ‘I am (he replied) one of your old 
{chool-fellows,‘a native of Oviedo, and fon of Ber- 


trand Mufcada the grocer, your uncle the canon’s. 


neighbour, I remember you very well; we have 
played together a thoufand times at "* + Gallina 
Ciega.”? - 

** T have (faid 1) but a confufed idea of the 
amufements of my infancy: the bufinefs in which 
I have been engaged, fince that time, has effaced 
them from my memory.”” ‘I am come (he re- 
fumed) to Madrid, to fettle accounts with my fa- 
ther’s correfpondent ; and I heard it faid that you 
was on a good footing at court, and already as 
rich asa Jew. I congratulate you on your good 
fortune ; atid will, at my. return into the country, 
overwhelm your family with joy, by telling them 
fuch an agreeable piece of news.’ 


bad ‘Blind-man’s buff, 


an~ 


—_—_—_—— El ai ee SSEerrrh hl 


“GIL BLAS. 183 

1 could not, in common decency, forbear afking 
in what fityation he had Jeft my father, mother 
and uncle: but this piece of duty I performed fo 
coldly, that the grocer had no great reafon to ade 
mire the force of blood. He feemed fhocked at 
my indifference for thofe who ought to have been 
fo dear to mé; and being a plain.vulgar young 
fellow, faid bluntly, ‘‘ thought you had more 
tendernefs and fenfibility for your relations. How 
coldly do you enquire into their circumftances! 
Know, that your father and mother are ftill at 
fervice ; and the-good canon Gil Peres, burthened 
with old age and infirmities, draws near his end. 
People ought'to have fome natura! affection ; and 
fince you are in acondition to affift your parenrs, | 
I advife you, as a friend, to fend two hundred 
piftoles yearly for their fupport: by which means 
you will make their life eafy and happy, without 
any inconvenience to yourfelf.”’ Inftead of being 
moved. by the picture which he drew of my family, 
I was difgufted at the liberty which he took in ad- 
vifing me, without being defired fo to do. With 
a little more .addrefs, perhaps, he might have 
perfuaded me; but his freedom had a contrary 
effet. Me perceived my difpleafure, by my filence ; 
and continuing his exhortation with more malice 
than charity, made me lofe my patience entirely. 
** Oh, this is too much! (cried I in a paffion) go, 
‘Mr. Mufcada, and meddle with your own con- 
‘cerns: it becomes you well, indeed, to prefcribe 
to me: I know my duty, on this occafton, better 
than you can teachme.”” So faying, I puthed the 
grocer out of my clofet, and fent him back to fell 


_ pepper and cloves at Oviedo. What he faid, how- 


ever, did not fail of having fome effect: I re- 
proached myfelf with being an usnatural fon, and 
was melted accordingly. I recalled the care they 

| had 
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had taken of my infancy and ecu-ation: I confidered 
‘the duty I owed to my parents ; and my reflections 
were attended with fome tranfports of acknow- 


Jedgment, which, however, came to nothing: | 


they were foon ftified by my ingratitude, and fuc- 
ceeded by profound oblivion. There are many 
parents who have children of the fame ftamp. 

The avarice and ambition with which I was 
poffeffed, entirely changed my difpofition. I loft 
all my gaiety, became .abfent and thoughtful ; in a 
‘word, a miferable animal. Fabricio, feeing me 
altogether bent on facrificing to Fortune, and very 
much detached frém him, came but feldom to my 
houfe, where one day he could not help faying, 
“Truly, Gil Blas, thou art grown out of my 
knowledge: before thy coming to court, thou waft 
always eafy and tranqujl; at prefent, thou art in- 
ceffantly agitated with project after project to en- 
rich thyfelf ; and the more wealth thou haft got, 
_ the more wouldft thou amafs, Befides, let me tell 
thee, thou no longer treateft me with that effufion 
of the heart, and freedom of behaviour, which 
are the foul of friendfhip: on the contrary, thou 
wrapeft thyfelf up, and concealeft from me thy 
fecret views. nay, I can perceive conftraint in all 
thy civilittes towards me: in fhort, Gii Blas is no 
Jonger the fame Gil Blas whom I formerly knew,”” 

““ You joke fure, (faid I, with an air of indif- 
ference) I can’t perceive any change in myfelf.”” 


éc Thy own eyes are no judges, (anfwered he) they . 


are bewitched : believe me, thy metamorphofis is 
but tootrue. Speak fincerely, my-friend, Do thou 
and I live together as formerly ? When I ufed to 
knock at thy door in the morning, thou cam:eft in 
perfon to open it, very often -half afleep; and I 
entered thy chamber without ceremony. Now 
behojd the difference ! Thou ‘art attended by helf 
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2 {core of lacqueys, I am obliged to wait in thy 


= 


Anti-chamber, and fend in my name before I can | 


{peak with thee: then, how am I received ? witha 
forced politenefs, and air of importance: fo that 
my :vifits feem tedious and tirefome. Doft thou 
think fuch a reception can be agreeable to one whe 
has lived with thee on the footing of a comrade ? 
Ro, Santillane, no. I can’t put dp with it. 
Farewel. Let us part friends, and get rid of one 
another: thou of one who cenfures thy behaviour, 
and I of a rich upftart who has forgot himfelf,”” 

I felt myfelf more irritated than reclaimed by his 
reproaches, and let him go, without making the 
leaft effort to detain him. In my opinion at that 
time, the friendfhip of a poet was not of futch value, 
as that I fhould be afflicted at the lofs of it: I 
found abundance of confolation in the aquaintance 
of fome fmall officers of the king, to whom of 
late I was ftri@tly connected by a fimilitude of dif- 
pofition. The greateft part of thefe new compa. 
nions, were people who fprung I know not whence, 
and arrived at their pofts merely by the happy 
influence of their ftars, They had already made 
their fortunes; and the wretches, afcribing to 
their own merit the wealth which had been heaped 
upon them by the bounty of the king, forgot 
themfelves as well as I did. We looked upon our- 
felves as very refpectful perfonages. © Fortune! 
how are thy favours ufually difpenfed! The ftoie 
Epictetus wa’ certainly in the right, when he com- 
pared thee toa young lady of fafhion, who proftie 
tutes herfelf to the embraces of footmen, 
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CHAP. I. 


Scipio advifes Gil Blas to marry, propofes the daughter 
of a rich and noted goldfmith for bis wife: the fleps 
avbich were taken in confequence of this advice. ~ 


Oy: evening, after the company which 


had fupped with me was gone, feeing my- - 
felf alone with Scipio, J afked what he . 


had done that day? ‘A mafter-piece, (he replied) 
I intend to have you married to the only daughter 
of a goldfmith of my -acquaintance.”’ ‘ The 
daughter of a goldfmith! (cried I, with an air of 
Gifdain) Haft thou loft thy fenfes ? How canft thou 
propofe a wife from the city? One who has cer- 
tainly merit, and is on a fure footing at cuurt. 
ought to entertain more elevated views, methinks.”* 
“* How, Sir! (replied Scipio) fure you are not in 
earnest: confider that the male alone ennobles ; 


and 
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and. be not more delicate than a thoufand noblemen, 
whofe names I can mention. Do you know thar 


. the heirefs in queftion is worth an hundred thou. 


fand ducats? Is not this a fine ;morfel of plate ?*? 
‘When I heard him talk of fuch a round fum, I 
became more tractable. “I yield (faid I to my 
fecretary) the dowry determines me: When thal] 
I touch it ?’’ “Softly, Sir, (he replied) little 
patience: I nfuit firft communicate the propofal to 
the father, and obtain his confent.””  “ Good! (faid 
J, . laughing heartily :) Are you ftill thereabouts ? 
I find the marriage is far advanced.”” ‘ Farther 
than you imagine, (anfwered he) I want only an 
hour’s eonverfation with the goldfmith ; and will | 
anfwer for his confent. But before we proceed, 
let us come to a compofition, if you pleafe. Sup- 
pofe I procure for you thofe hundred thoufand du- 
cats, how many will fall to my fhare ?”” “ Twenty 


thoufand,”* (I replied.) ‘‘ Heaven be praifed, (faid 


he) I limit the acknowledgment to ten thoufand ; 
for once, you are more generous than I. To- 
morrow I will fet this negotiation on foot; and 
you may depend upen its fuccefs: otherwife, I _ 
am but an afs.’’ In effect, two days after, he 
faid, I have {poke to Signior Gabriel Salero the 
goldfmith ; and have extolled your credit and 
your mefit fo much, that he liftened to the pro- 
pofal I made, of accepting you for a fon-in-law’s 
and you fhal!l have his daughter with an hundred 
thoufand ducats, provided you can make it plain- 
ly appear, that you are in favour with the mi- 
nifter.”’ ‘‘ If that be the cafe, (anfwered_ I to Scipio) 
T thall be mariied very foon: but a-propos, Hatt 
thou feen the girl? ¥s fhe handfome?’’? “ Not fo 
handfome as the dowry: (faid he) between you 
and me, this rich heirefs is not a very beautiful 
creature $ 
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areature: but, luckily, that yon don’t mind.’® 
“No, faith, my child! (faid J) we courtiers only 
marry for the fake of marrying, and look for 
deauty no where, but in the wives of our friends, 
If it happens to center in our own, we take fo 
little notice of it, that it is but juft in them to pu- 
‘nifh us for our negle&.”” 

“‘ This is not all, (refumed Scipio) Signior Ga- 
briel invites you to fupper to-night ; and we have 
agreed, that you fhall not talk of masriage. There 
will be feveral merchants of his acquaintance pre- 
fent at the entertainment, where you fhall appear 
only as a fimple gueft: and to-morrow he will 
fup with you im the fame manner, By this, you 
may fee that he wants to ftudy your temper, before 
fhe proceeds: fo that you muft be upon your guard 
before him.” “ Zooks! (faid I, with an air of . 
confidence) let him examine me as narrowly as he 
pleafes ; J thall lofe nothing by his fcrutiny.” 

All this was pun@tually executed: 7 repaired 
to the houfe of the goldfmith, who received me as 
familiarly as if we had already vifited one another 
feveral times. He was an honeft citizen, polite 
* bafta porfiar, as the faying is. He introduced 
me to Signiora Eugenia his wife, and young Ga- 
briela his daughter, to whom I paid abundance of 
gompliments, without infringing the treaty, I faid 
a great many nothings, in very fpecious words, 
according to the cuftom of courtiers. 

Gabriela (no difparagement to my fecretary) 
appeared not at all difagreeable ; whether on ac- 
‘count of her being richly dreffed, or that I looked 
wpon her through the dowry, I know not. What 
a fine houfe did Signipr Gabriel poffefs: I be- 
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lieve there was more filver in it than im all the 


mines of Peru: that metal prefented itfelf to the 
view, in. all corners, under a thoufand different 


' fhapes. Every room, and that.in. particular where 


‘we fupped, was a perfect treafure. What a nobdle 
{pe@acle was this for the eyes of a fon-in-law | 
The old man, that he might.do the greater honour 
to his entertainment, had affembled five or fix mere . 
chants, perfons equally grave and ‘tedious: they 
fpoke of nothing but commeree;.and their difcourfe 
miglit have been called a conference of faétors, ra« 
ther than the converfation of friends at fupper. 
- Next night, I treated our gold{mith in my turn ; 
and as it was not my power ta dazzle him with 
plate, had recourfe to an illufion of a different kind. 
I invited to fupper thofe of my friends who made 
the beft figure at court, and whom I knew to be 
ambitious fellows, who fet no bounds to their de- 
fires. Thefe people talked of nothing but pomp, 
of fplendid and lucrative pofts to which they af- 
pired ; and this had its effect: the citizen Gabriel, 
confounded by their grand ideas, found himfelf, in 
{pite of his wealth, a mean mortal in comparifon 
to thefe gentlemen. As for my own part, affects 
ing. the man of moderation, I. faid I would be 
contented with a middling fortune ; twenty theu- 
fand. ducats a year, or fo. Upon which, thefe 
greedy hunters of honaur and riches cried, I was 
in the wrong ; and that a man, who (like me) was 
beloved by the prime minifter, ought not to reftri 
himfelf to fach a trifle.. The father-in-law loft. not 
a fyllable of what was faid, and I thought I -oba 
ferved him very well fatisfied when he retired. . 
Scipio did not fail to vifit him next morning, 
and asked if he was pleafed with my behavicur s 
‘¢ I am charmed with it! (replied the citizen) the 
. young man has won my heart: But Sigrior Seipio, 
— Vor, Il, § (added 
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fatided he) I conjure you, by our old acquaint~ 
ance, to {peak fincerely. We have all our diffe- 
rent foibles, as you know e tell me that of Signior 
de Santillane: Is he a gamefter? Is he a rake ? 
WVhat is his vicious inclination ? Pray don’t con- 
teal it.” “ You affront me, Signior Gabriel, by 
atking fuch a qucition, (replied the mediator) J 
am not ‘fo muchin my mafter's interefts as in- 
yours, If -he had any: bad quality capable of 
making your. daughter unhappy, do you think J 
would have propefed him to you for.a fon in law ? 
No, faith! J am too much your humble fervant, 
But between you and me, I know no other fault 
jn him, but that of having no fault. He is too 
moceft for a young-man.”” ‘ So much the better, 
(cried the goldfmith) I am glad of it, Go, friend, 
affure him that he thall have my daughter, whom, 


I. would beftow. upon him, even if he was not be- ' 


Joved by the minifter.”’ i 
_. My fecretary had no fooner informed me of this 
ecnverfation, than I haftened to Salero’s houfe, to 
shank him for his condefcenfion. He had already 
declared his pleafure to his wife and daughter, 
who. gave me £0 underftand by their behaviour to- 
wards me, that they fubmitted to his will without 
relu€tance. YJcarried my father-in-law, and pre- 
fented him to the duke of Lerma, to whom I had 
imparted the affair the preceding evening, His 
excellency received hiny very courteoufly, and af-. 
{ured him, that he was very glad he had chofen 
for. hig fon-ip-law a man for whom he had fo much 
yegard, and whom he intended to advance, He 
then enlarged vpon my good qualities, and, in 
fhort, fpoke fo well of me, that honeft Gabriel 
thought he had met in my worthip one of the beft 
matohes. in Spain, He was fo overjoyed, that the 
tear ftoad- in his eye: he clafped me in his arms 
7 me ' af 
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at parting, and faid, “ My fon, I am fo impas 


tient to fee you Gabriela’ s hufband, that you hall 
be married: in eight days at farthett. om 


CHAP. I. : 
Gil Blas, by atcident, remembers Don Alpbonfo de Leva, 
and does bim a piece of fervice, out of vanity. 


“HE anda of my hiftory requires, that { 

' fhould leave my marriage for a moment, to 
recount the fervice which I. did to Don Alphonfo 
my old mafter, whom I had intirely forgotten till 
now, that I remembered him ‘on this oecafion: 
The government of the city of Walencia became 
vacant ; and when I heard this piece of news, I 
thought of Don Alphonfo de Leyva. 1 refieé&ted, 
that this employment would fuit him admirably 
well ; and not fo much through friendhhip as often= 
tation, refolved to afk it for him; reprefenting to 
myfelf, that if I fhould cbtain the place, it would 
do me infinite honour. Addreffing myfelf tlhiére- 
fore to the duke of Lerma, I told him that I had 
been fteward to Don Cefar de Leyva and his fon 
and that having all the reafon in the world to love 
them, I took the liberty to beg the government of 
Valencia for either the one or other, The minifter 
anfwered, °* With all my heart, Gil Blas + I love 
to fee thee grateful and generous. Befides, I eftéem 
the family thou fpeakeft of; the Leyvas have been 
always good fervants to the king, and well deferve 
that place. Thou mayft difpofe of it at thy own 
pleafure: I give it thee for a nuptial prefent.’’. 
 Ravithed with my fuccefs, I went without lofs 
of time, and defired Caldérona to make out letters 
‘patents for Don Alphonfo, There I found a great 
number of people attending in refpeful filence, 
unti) Rodrigo fhould give them audience; and 


S 2 prefiing 
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preffing through the croud, I prefented myfelf at 
the door of his clofet, which was immediately 
opened, and difplayed a multitude of knights, com- 
manders, and other people of confequence, whom 
Calderona heard in their turns. His different be- 
haviour to different people was very remarkable : 
he received fome with a flight inclination of his 


head only ; others he honoured with a bow, and | 


conducted them to his clofet-door. He put (to 
ufe the expreffion) different fhades of confideration 
in the civilities he fhewed. On the other hand, 
I perceived fome cavaliers, who, fhccked at the 
little regard he paid to them, curfed in their hearts 
the neceffity that compelled them to cringe to fuch 
a fellow. On the contrary, I obferved others, 
who laughed within themfelves at his ridiculous 
and felf-fufficient deportment. Though I made 
all thefe fine obfervations, I was not capable of 
profiting by them ; for I behaved at home juft in 
the fame manner, and little minded whether my 
haughty carriage was blamed or approved, provid- 
ed it commanded refped. 

Den Rodrigo having, by chance, caft his eyes 
pon me, haftily qyitted a gentleman, to whom 
he was fpeaking, and coming up, embraced me) 
with demonitrationg of friendfhip, that furpiized 
me not a little. ‘“ Ah! my dear colleague, 
(cried he) what affair procures me the pleafure of 
feeing you here ? Is there any thing in which I can 
ferve you ?”’ I told him the caufe of my vifit ; and 
de atfured me, in the moft obliging terms, that 
what I wanted fhould be done, by the fame hour 
next day. He did not limit his politenefs to this, 
but conducted me as far as the dopr of his anti- 
chamber, whither he never ufed to go, except with 
grandees, and thers embraged me anew, 

| What 


+ 
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“What is the meaning of all this-civility ? (faid I 
to myfelf, going out) what can it forbode? Sur@ 
Calderona meditates my ruin, Perhaps he’ is des 
firous of gaining my friegdthip 3 or, feeling his fa- 
vour on the decline, cultivates me, with a view of 
engaging my interceffion with our patron. in’ his 
behalf. I did not know which of thefe conje€tures 
I fhould adopt. Next day, when I returned, he 
treated eas in. the fame manner, loading, me with 
civility and careffes, True, indeed, he bated a 
great deal-of that politenefs, in -his reception. of 
other-people, who came to fpeak with him, He 
was ‘bluat with fome, cold. with others, and. dif- 
obliging to every body. But all. of thera were 
4ufficiently revenged, by. an adventure which. Hap 
pened, and which I ought not to pafs aver in filesice, 
This will be an advice to the reader, for thofe 
clerks and fecretaries who hall read it. . - iis 
A man, in a very plain drefs, and who did not 
at all appear what he was, approached Calderona, 
and fpoke to him of a certain memorial, which he 
faid he had prefented to the duke of Lerma. 
Don Rodrigo, who did net even look at the ca 
valier, faid to him, in a furly tone, ‘¢ What. js 


your name, friend ?"” °¢ I was called Francillo in | 


my infancy, (replied the cavalier, very cooly) fince 
that time, E-have had the appellation of Don Fran- 
cifco:'de Zuniga *,.and, at.prefent, my name is the 
Count de Pedrofa. Calderona, aftonifhed at thefe 
words, ‘and: finding that he had to do with a mara 
of the firft quality, endeavoured to excufe him- 
‘felf. “ Signior, (faid he tothe count) I beg pardob, 
if ‘not knowing you’’---* F want nene-of thy ex- 
cufes, (faid Francillo, with difdain) ¥ defpife. thy 
apologies as much as thy incivility. Know, ‘that 


* Zuniga, one of the moft ancient families of Cattle, 
a $3 gle z 


\ 


. 194 The ADVENTURES of 


a minifter’s fecretary ought to receive all forts of 
people with good manners. Thou may, if thou 
wilt, be vain enough to look upon thyfelf as thy 
mafter’s deputy ; bat don’ t forget that: eenoy art 
only his-valet.” 

‘Though the haughty Don Rodrigo was wery 
mith mortified at ‘this jvcident,. “he did’ not become 
@ whit more affable. -As for my part, I marked 
this: ftroke, and: ‘refolved to take care how. I be- 
haved to people, i in: giving audience, and never to be 
infotent but with mutes. As Don Alphonfo’s pa- 
tent was expedited, I'carried it away, and fent 
it, by an exprefs to that noblemen, with a letter 
from the duke of Lerma, in which his excellency 
informed him, that the king had named him to the 
government of Valencis +. I took no notice of 
the fhare I had: in ‘this: nomination ; I would not 
even write; pleafing-myfelf with the hope of tell- 
46g him, by word: of mouth, and of furprifing 
him agreeably, when he ‘fhould: come to court, to 
“take fae oaths for a employment, 


= “CHAP, Ii, 


“The preparations for the marriage of | Gil Blas, and the 
great event that render’ d them ufele S. 


~ 


ree 


BT ‘us return ‘to. my. fair Gabriela, whet I 


was to marry. in eight days. Both parties 


tte + Valencia, the sapjtal.of the kingdom tbat bears the 
-f&me name, 1s fjtuated on. the banks of Guadaleviar, about 
alfa league from the fea. It is the feé of an archbifhop, 
“and feat of an univerfity,: a place of great trade, and, on 
pe ‘whole, fy agreeable as to haye obtained the name of 
alencia la bermofa ; Valencia the beautiful. This 
" ceuntry was formerly i in poffeffion of the’ Moors, from 
_whomp the ciiy was taken, about the end of the eleventh 
century, by the famous Ruy Dias, firnamed the Cid. 
# Prepared 


e 
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prepared for the ceremony : Salero took cff rich 
cloaths for the bride , and I hired a chambermuid, 
a page, and an old fquire, for her attendants, All 
this was ordered by Scipio, who waited even. more 
impatiently than J, for the day on which the dowry 
was to be paid. 

On the evening preceding that day fo much 


-defired, I fupped at the houfe of my father-in law, 
‘with. uncles, aunts, male and female coufins, and 


played the part of an hypocritical fon-in-law, to 
great perfection, I fhewed great refpe& to the 
goldfmith and his wife, a€ted the paffionate lover 


-to Gabriela, and behaved very courteoufly-to the 


whole family, to whofe flat difcourfe and cit-like 


obfervations, I patiently. liftened. , Accordingly, at 
. the price of my patience, I had the good fortune 
-to pleafe all the relations, -There was not one a- 
mong them who did not feem glad of my alliance, 


The repaft being ended, the company removed 
into a great hall, where we were regaled with a 


concert of vocal and inftrumental mufic, which ~ 


was not ill executed, although they had not ¢ghofen 


. the beft hands of Madrid, Several gay airs, with 


which our ears were agreeably entertained, put us 


.all in fuch good humour, that we began to form — 


country dances. God knows how we performed, 
fince I was taken for a difciple of Terpfichore ; 
though I had no other principles of that art, than 


- two or three leffons, which I received from a cox- 


comb of a dancing-mafter, who came to teach the 
ages, when I lived with the marchionefs of 
haves. After we had fufficiently diverted our- 


‘felves, it being time for each to think of retiring, 


J} was very ‘prodigal of my hugs and baws. ‘“‘ A- 


- dieu, my fon, (faid Salero, embracing me) I will 
_ Wait gn you to-morrow morning, with the dowry, 


in good golds "> _§* My dear father, (I replied) ral 


\ 
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fhall be very welcome,”” Then withing the family 
good night, I got into the coach that waited for 
me at the gate, and drove homewards.. iP =e 3 

I was fcarce two hundred paces from Signier 
Gabriel’s houfe, when fifteen or twenty men, fome 
a-horfeback,' others a-foot, armed with fwords 
and carbines, furrounded the ccach, and . ftopped 
it, crying, ‘* In the king’s name.” They made 


- ¥ne come out in a hurry, and threw me.into a poft- 


chaife, where the chief of thefe.-cavaliers mount- 
ing along with me, bid the driver proceed for 
Segovia. 1 foon gueffed that my fellow-traveler 
was an’ honeft alguazil, whom I queftioned about 


‘the caufe of my imprifonment. But he anfwered — 


in the ufual tone of ‘thefe: gentlemen ; that is, in 
a brutal manner, that he was not obliged to ‘teil 
‘te any thing of the matter. I obferved, that per- 
haps he might be miftaken-in his man, ‘“‘ Ne, 
no, (faid he) I know my bufinefs better. You are 
Signior de Santillane; and you I. have orders: to 


" -eondud&t to the place for which we are bound.” 


‘Having nothing to reply, I refolved to hold my 
‘tongue. We travelled all the reft of the. night, 
“along Manganarez, in profound filence; changed 
‘horfes at Colmenar, and arrived in the evening at 
‘Segovia *, where ¥ was locked up in the tower, - 

) | CHAP. Iv. " 
the manner in which he learned the caufe of bis ime 
prifonment, ; 


T° HEY began with pitting me into a dua- 


geon, where I was left upon ftraw, like a | 
‘malefactor worthy of death. Here I paffed the 


night, 


* Segovia, a city of New Caftile, about 12 leagues - 


from Madrid ; famous for its woollen manufacture, the 
* tower 
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night, not in deploring my condition, for, as yet, 


‘Thad not perceived the whole of my misfortune, 


Lut in tafking my remembrance to find out the 
caufe of my imprifonment. I did not doubt that 


‘it was the work of Calderona ; neverthelefs, tho” 


I fafpeéted that he had difcovered the whole, I 
could not conceive how he had prevailed upon the 
duke of Lerma to treat me fo cruelly. Sometimes 
I imagined that I had been arrefted without the 
knowledge of his excellency; and fometimes I 
thought that he himfelf was the caufe of my mis- 


' fortune, for fome political reafons that often induce 


minifters to ufe their favourites in this manner, 

I was ftrongly agitated by thefe different con- 
je@tures, when the light of day, penetrating thro’ 
a little grate, prefented to my view the horror 
of the place in which I was. I then grieved 
without moderation, and my eyes became two 
fources of tears, which the remembrance of my 
profperity rendered inexhauftible, While I aban- 
doned myfelf to my forrow, a turnkey came into 
my dungeon, with a loaf and a pitcher of water, 
for the day's allowance. He looked at me, and 
obferving that my face was bathed in tears, goaler 
as he was, felt an emotion of pity. ‘* Signior 


tower that was built by the Moors, the mint which fur- 
paffes all works of the fame kind in Europe ; and an 
aqueduct, built by the emperor Trajan, which remaios 
entire to this day, and is looked upon as one of the 
fineft monuments of antiquity. It extends three thou- 
fand paces from one moyntain to another ; and is fup 
ported by 177 arches in two tires, forming as it were a, 
double bridge. This edifice is built of large hewn ftones, 


- fo artfully joined, without mortar or cement, that it 


remains undamaged to the prefent’age: whereas the lit- 


‘tle improvements that are occafionally made upon it for 


the publick ufe, tom hit longer than 15 or 20 years. 
prifoner, 
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prifoner (faid he) don’t defpair, You muft not 
be fo fenfible of the viciffitudes of life: you are 
young, and will fee better days. Mean while, eat 
the king’s allowance with a good grace,” 

My comforter went out, when he had pro- 
nounced thefe words, to which I made no anfwer, 
but by groans and lamentations. I fpent the 
whole day in curfing my fate, without thinking of 
doing honour to my provifion, which, to me, in 
my prefent fituation, feemed not fo much a prefent 
of the king’s bounty, as the effe&t of his rage 5 
fince it ferved rather to prolong than affuage the 
pains of she unhappy. 

- Night, in the mean time, arrived, and imme- 
diately a great noife of keys attracted my atten- 
tion, The door of my dungeon opened, and a 
moment after, a man entering with a candle in his 
hand, approached me faying, “ Signior Gil Blas, 
behold one of your old friends. I am that Den 
Andrea de Tordefillas, who lived with you at Gre- 
mada, and was gentleman to the archbifhop, while 
you was in favour with that prelate. You defired 
him, if you remember, to employ his credit in 
my behalf ; and by his intereft, I was named for | 
an employment in Mexico: but, inftead of em- 
barking for the Indies, I ftopt in the city ef Ali, 
cant, where I married the daughter of him wha 
commanded the caftle, and, by a train of advene 
tures which I fhall recount to you by and by, I 
am now become Keeper of the tower of Segovia. 
¥ have exprefs orders to keep you from the fpeech 
of everf living foul, to make you lie upon ftraw, 
_ and live upon bread and water only. But I have 
too much humanity, not to pity your misfortunes : 
befides, you have done me fervice ; and my gra- 
titude prevails over the otders which I have re- 
ceived, _ Far (from|-being the inftrument of that 

cruelty 


J 


a 


cruelty which they would exercife upon you, I in- 
tend to foften the rigour of your fate. Get up and 
follow me.” 

Although Mr Keeper well deferved my thanks, 
my underftanding was fo much difturbed, that I 
could not anfwer one word. I did not fail, how~ 
ever, to follow him, through a court, and up a 
narrow ftair, to a fmall room, quite a-top of the 
tower. I was not a little furprifed when I en- 
tered this chamber, to fee two lichts burning in 
brazen candlefticks, and two handfome covers on 
atable. ‘* The vi@uals will be prefently broughr 

faid Tordefillas) and we will fup here together. I 

ave deftined this retreat for your lodging, where 
you will live much move comfortably than in your 
dungeon, You will fee, from your wicdow, the 
flowery banks of the Erema, and the delightful 
villey which extends from the feet of the moune 
tains that feparate the two Caftiles, as far as-‘Coca, 
J know that at firft you will not be very fenfible 
of fuch a fine profpeé& ; but when the violence of. 
your grief thall be mellowed, by time, into a foft 
melancholy, you will take pleafure in making an, 
excurfion with your eyes, over {uch agreeable ob- 
jects. Befides, you may be affured of being well. 
provided in linen, and other neceffaries befitting a 
gentleman of delicacy and tafte. Moreover, you 
fhall have a good bed, comfortable diet, and be. 
furnifhed with as many books*as you chufe to, 
yead. Ina word, yaqu fhall be as well treated as. 
a prifoner can be.”’ 

Finding myfelf a little eafed, by fuch obliging 
offers, I took courage, gave my goaler a thoufand 
thanks, told him, that he recalled me to life, by. 
his generoys behaviour, and that J withed I might 
ever again have 4n opportunity of fhewing my 
gratitude, *f And why not have an eT Te 
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(he replied) do you think you have loft your li- 
berty for ever? You are miftaken; and I dare 
affure you, that you will be quit for a few.months 
of imprifonment.’? ‘* What fay you, Signior Don 
Andrea! (ctied I) it feems then you know the 
caufe of my misfortune.”” ‘“‘ I confefs (faid he) I 
am not ignorant of the affair. The alguazil, who 
brought you hither, imparted the fecret to me; and 
I fhall now reveal! it.”’ 

He told me, that the king, being informed of 
your having, in concert with the count de Lemos, 
carried the prince of Spain to the houfe of a fuf- 
pected lady ; had, to punifh you both, exiled the 
count, and fent you to the tower of Segovia, to 
be treated with all the rigour which you have ex- 
perienced fince your arrival.’” ‘* And how (faid 
1) did this affair come to the knowledge of the 
king? it is that circumftance in particular, of 
which I wanted to be informed.”’ “ And that cir- 
eumftance (he replied) is what I could not learn from 
the alguazil, who, in all likelihood, is himfelf ig- 
norant of the matter.” 

Here our converfation was interrupted by' the 
entrance of feveral valets, who brought up fupper. 
They put upon the table, fome bread, two cups, 
two bottles, and three large difhes, in one of 
which there was a ragout of hare, with plenty of 


onions, oil and faffron, and olla podrida ® in ane. 


other ; and the third contained a turky-powt on a 
marmalade of ¢ berengena. -When Tordefillas faw 
that we had every thing we wanted, he fent away 
his fervants, not caring that they fhould overhear 
our difcourfe, and having locked the door, we fat 
down at table, oppofite to one another. “* Let 


© Olla podrida, a dith compofed of all forts of food. 
+ Berengen2, a kind of fruit growing like cucumber, 

and eaten like French beans, with mutton, &c, 
us 


U 
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ts begin (faid he) with what is moft needful. You 
muft have a good appetite, after a faft of two 
days.’’ So faying, he loaded my plate with vic- 
tuals, imagining that he ferved one half ftarved; | 
and really he had reafon to think I would ftuff my- 
felf with his ragouts. Neverthelefs, I baulked his 
expectation ; and how much foever my condition 
required food, I could not fwallow a morfel ; fo 
much did I take to heart my prefent fituation. To 
difpel the cruel images which inceffant'y affli@ted 
me, my Keeper, -in vain, exhorted me to drink, 
by extolling theexcellence of his wine. Had he 


' . given me neétar, I fhould hdve drank it with- 


out pleafure, at that time. He perceived my cha- | 
grin, and changing his battery, began to recount, 
in a pleafant manner, the hiftory of his own mar- 
riage. But I heard his narration with fuch ab- 
fence of thought, that when it was ended, I 
could not have repeated one word of what he 
faid. He concluded, that he undertook teo much, 
in attempting to divert my forrow :that evening ; 
and when fupper was over, got up, faying: 
“* Signior de Santillane, I will leave you to your 
repofe, or rather, to mufe at leifure upon your 
misfortune. But, JY repeat it again, it will not 
be of long duration: the' king is naturally good: 
when his wrath fubfides, and he fhall refle& upon 
the deplorable fituation, in which he: believes you 
to be, he will think you fufficiently punifhed.”? So 
faying, Mr. Keeper went down ftairs, and fent up 
his fervants to uncover the table, | They carried off 
every thing, ever to the candles, and I went to 
bed by the melancholy light of a lamp that was 
fixed to the wall. - | 


if 
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: | CHAP, V. | 

His reflections before be went to fleep, and an account ef 
_ the noife that waked bim, -_ 
Spent two hours. at leaft, in refle€ting upon 
what Tordefillas had told me, ¥ am confined 

here, then, faid ] to myfelf, for haying contri- 


~ puted to the pleafures of the heir apparent. How 


imprudent was I in doing fervices of that. kind, 
to fo young a prince: for, his tender years alone. 
make me guilty. Had he been in a more adyanced 


can have given fuch a piece of information to that 
monarch, withopt fearing the refentment of the 
prince, of that of the duke of Lerma, who will, 
doubtlefs, revenge his nephew the count de Le- 
mos. How then has the king difcovered it ? That 


J cannot comprehend, 


Hither my doubts always returned. The idea, 
however, that afflicted me moft, that drove me to 
defpair, and from which my mind could not de- 
tach itfelf, was the pillage to which J concluded 
my effects had been abandoned. My ftrong box ! 
gried J, my dear riches, what is become of you ? 
into whofe hands are you fallen ? alas ! I have loft 


» you, even in lefs time than that in which you wer¢ 


amaffed! I painted to myfelf the diforder that 
muft then reign in my houfe; and, on that fub- 
je@, madg refieétions, every one more melane 


-choly than another. The confufion of fo many 


different thoughts, threw me into an oppreffion 
that became favourable ; and fleep, which had ar 
yoided me the preceding night, fhed his influence 
ever my fenfes. To this, the goodnefs of the bed, 
the fatigue which I had undergone, as well as the 


-yapourg of the vituals apd wine, coptributed. 1 


eRe 


age, the king would, perhaps, have Jaughed at _ 
“ that which now incenfes him fo much. But who we 
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€njoyed a profound fleep, and, probably, the day 
would have furprized me in this condition, had I 
not been waked, all of a fudden, by a noife 
pretty extraordinary for a prifon. I heard the 
found of a guitarre, accompanied with a man’s 
voice, I liftened with attention, and hearing no 
more, believed it was a dream: but; in a moment, 
my ear was ftruck again with the found of the ir- 
ftrument, and the fame voice, that fung the fol- 
lowing verfes, 


* Ay de mi! un ano felice 
Parece un foplo ligero ; 
‘Peréd fin dicha un inftante 
Es un figlo te tormento. 


My forrow avas increafed by this couplet, which 
feemed to have been made on purpofe for me. 
I have but too well experienced the truth of thefe 
words, (faid I) methinks the feafon of my pro- 
fperity paffed away vety foon, and that I have 
been already a whole age in prifon, I relapfed into 
a terrible revezie, and began again to deplore my 
fate, as if I had taken pleafure in the tak. My 
lamentations, however, ended with the night ; and 

the firft rays of the fun, with which my chambet 
was enlightened, a little calmed my difquiet. I 
got up to air my room, .by opening the window, 
and furveyed the country, of which I remembercd 
Mr. Keeper had given fuch a fine defcription. But _ 
I could find nothing to juftify what he had faid: 
the Erema, which I imagined was, at leaft, equal 
to the Tagus, appeared to be no miore than a ri- 
vulet, its flowery banks were bedecked with the 
nettle and thiftle only, and the pretended delight 

* Alas! a year of pleafure paffes like a fleeting breeze 3 
but a moment of misfortune feems an age of pain. 
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ful valley prefented nothing to my view, but lands 
for the moft part barren and uncultivated. Pro- 
bably, I was not yet arrived at that fweet melan- 
choly, which made things appear otherwife than 
J beheld them at that time. 

I began to put on my cloaths, and was already 
half dreffed, when Tordefillas came in, followed 
by an old woman-fervant, who brought fhirts and 
towels for my ufe. ‘* Signior Gil Blas, (faid he) 
here is linnen: don’t be frugal of it; for I thal! 
take care to let yoy have as much as you can ufe, 
‘Well, (added he) how did you pafs the night? 
were your forrows fufpended for a few moments 
by fleep?”” “I fhould have flept, perhaps, till] 
now, (anfwered I) had I not been awaked by a 
Voice, accompanied by a guitarre,”” “ The ca- 
valier, who has difturbed your repofe, (faid he) is 
a ftate prifoner, whcfe chamber is contiguous to 
yours. He is a knight of-the military order of 
Calatrava, and has a very amiable charaéter: his 
‘name is Don Gafton de Cogollos. You may, if you 

leafe, vifit and eat with one another. You will 
Fd a mutual confolation in each other’s acquain- 
tance, which will be very agreeable to both.” 

I affured Don Andrea, that I was extremely — 
fenfible of his kindnefs, in permitting me to unite 
my gricf with that of the cavalier; and as I ex- 
prefled fen.c i tt ce to be atquainted with that 
companion in Mision, Gi: Golgirg keeper pro- 
cured me the pleafure that very day ; 3 and carried 
me to dinner with Don Gafton, who furprifed 
me with his beauty and fine fhape. You may 
judge what he muft be, to ‘make fuch a ftrong 
impreffion upon eyes accuftomed to behold the 
moft fhining youth at court. Imagine to your- 
felf a man made for love, one of thofe heroes ai 
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romance, who, by fhewing themfelves only, could 
rob princeffes of their .reft. Add to this, that 
nature, which ufually deals out her gifts fparing-, 
ly, had endued Cogollos with a great deal of under- 
ftanding and valour ; fo that he was a perfect cavalier, 
If I was charmed by this knight, I had alfo the 
good fortune to be agreeable to him. He no more 
fung in the night, for fear of incommoding me, 
notwithftanding my entreaties, that he would not 
.conftrain himfelf on my account. An intimacy is 
foon contratted between two perfons opprefied by 
misfortune. A tender friendfhip was the imme- 
diate confequence of our acquaintance, and became 
Rtronger and ftronger every day. The fiberty we 
enjoyed of converfmg together when we pleafed, 
was very ufeful to us both ; fince, by our difcourfe, 
we aided one another reciprocally, to bear our 
misfortune with patience. a 
One afternoon, entering his room, juft 4s he 
was going to play on his guitarre, that I might 
hear him the more conveniently, I fat down ona 
ftool, which was all the feat he had; and he 
placing himfelf on his bed’s feet, played a very 
moving air, and fung words to it, which exprefled 
the defpair to which the cruelty of a lady reduced 
her lover. When he had done, 1 faid to him, 
with a fmile, “ Signior Knight, thefe are words 
which you was never obliged te employ in your 
amours: you are too well qualified to find the 
women cruel.” ‘* You have too good an opinion 
of me, (he replied ;)' I compofed, in my own be- 
half, the. verfes which you have heard, to foften a 
heart which I believ’d harder than diamond, and move 
to compaffion a lady who treated me with extreme 
rigour. I muft entertain you with that ftory, by 
which you will alfo learn the caufe of my misfortune,” 
ag CHAP, 
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CHAP. VI. 


The bifiory of Don Gafton de C ogollos, and Donna Helena 
. de Galifteo. : 


OT much lIefs than four years ago, I fet 

out from Madrid for Cora, to vifit Donna 
Eleonora de Laxarilla, my aunt, one of the richeft 
widows in Old Caftile, whofe heir I am. I was 
ho fooner arrived at her-houfe, than love began to 
invade my repofe, The windows of my apart- 
ment faced the lattices of a lady, who lived op- 
pofite to my aunt’s houfe ; and I could eafily per- 
ceive her, by the affiftance of the width of her grates, 
and the narrownefs of the ftreet. I did not neg- 
let the opportunity ; and found miy neighbour: fo 
handfome, that I was enchanted at once. I ex- 
preffed my paffion fo plainly, by my eyes, thae 
the could not’ be miftaken. She perceived it ac- 
cordingly ; but was not at all difpofed to pridé 
herfelf in her obfervation, and ftill lefs to anfwer 
ny coquetries. 

I made enquiries about this dangerous perfon, 
who captivated hearts fo fuddenly; and learned, 
that her name was Donna Helena; that the wag 
the only daughter-of Don George de Galifteo, who 
‘poffeffed a rich manor a few leagues from Coria ; 
‘that many matches had been in her offer; but her 
father reje@ed them all, becaufe he was refolved 
to give her in marriage to his nephew Don Au- 
guitin de Olighera, who, in the mean time, had 
the privilege of feeing and converfing with his 
coufin eyery day. Iwas not difcouraged by this 
piece of information: on the contrary, it inflamed 
my paffion; and the proud pleafure of fupplant- 
ing a beloved rival, excited me, perhaps, eyen more 
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\than my love, to purfue my point. I continued 


then to addrefs Helena with the moft paffionate 
looks : I fupplicated her maid Felicia in the fame 
language, in order to. implore her affiftance. I 
even talked on my fingers. But thefe gallantries 
were of no ufe. I made as little imprefion on 
the maid as on her miftrefs: they feemed equally 
cruel and inacceffible. 

Since they refufed to aniweer the language of 
my eyes, I had recourfe to other interpreters ;. and 
fet people at work, to difcover what acquaintances 
Felicia had intown. They got notice, that an 
old gentlewoman, called Theodora, was her bett 
friend, and that they often vifited one another, 
Overjoyed at this difcovery, I went to Theodora 
in perfon, and by prefents, engaged her in my 
interefts, She efpoufed my caufe, promifed ta 
procure for me a private converfation with her 
friend, at her houfe, and kept her promife the 
very next day. ‘* 1 am no longer unhappy, (faid 
I to Felicia) fince my misfortunes have excited 
your compaffion, How much, am I indebted ta 
your friend, for having prevailed upon you, ta 
grant me the fatisfaCtion of an interview.” ‘* Sig- 
niot, (anfwered fhe) Theodora can do any thin 
with me; fhe .has engaged me in your behalf 
and if it ‘be in my power to make you happy, 
you fhall foon enjoy your with ; but, with all my 
good-will, I don’t know that I can give you much 
affiftance: for, not to flatter you, you have never 
formed a more difficult enterprize. You are in 
love with a lady, who is prepoffeffed in favour of 
another cavalier: and. what fort of a lady! one fo 
full of pride and diffimulation, that if, by dint. 
of perfeverance and affiduity, you fhould fucceed 


fo far as to coft her fome fighs, don’t imagine that 


2  « her 
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her pride will give you the pleafure-of hearing: 


them.”” “ Ah! my dear Felicia! (cried I, in a 
tranfport of grief) why do you defcribe the ob- 
{tacles which I have to furmount! I am affaffina- 
ted by your information! deceive me rather than 
drive me to defpair!”” So faying, I took one of 
her hands, and preffing it in mine, put upon her 
finger a diamond worth three hundred piftoles, ac- 
companied by fuch moving expreffions, as brought 
the tears into her eyes. 

She was too much affe@&ted by my difcourfe, and 
too well fatisfied with my behaviour, to leave me 
altogether without confolation. She began to 


fmooth the difficulties a little, faying, ‘ Signior, : 


what I have reprefented, ought not to deprive you 
of hope. Your rival, ’tis true, is not hated; he 
is at liberty to come and vifit his coufin, and ‘talk 
to her whenever -he pleafes ; and this is a circum- 
tance favourable for you. Their being accuftom- 
ed to fee one another every day, renders their 
converfation a little languid: they feem to part 
without pain, and meet again without pleafure : one 
would think they are already married. In a 
word, I don’t perceive that my miftrefs has a 
violent paffion for Don Auguftin : befides, as to 
perfonal qualifications, there is a difference be- 
tween you and him, that muft turn to your ac- 
count, in the eyes of fuch a delicate young lady as 
Donna Helena. Be not difcouraged, therefore: 
continue your gallantry, which I will fecond ; 
and I will not let flip one opportunity of making 
every thing you da to pleafe her, tend to your 
advantage with my miftrefs, In vain thall the at- 


_ + tempt to difguife her fentiments, I will foon dif~- 


cover them in fpite of her diffimulation,” 


on After 
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After this converfation, Felicia and I parted, 
very well fatisfied with one another. I prepared 
anew to ogle Don George’s daughter, whom I 
treated with a ferenade, in which the verfes you 
have heard were fung by a fine voice, which I had 
provided for the purpofe, After the concert, the 
maid, in order to found her miftrefs, asked how 
fhe had been entertained? ‘* The voice (faid 
Donna Helena) gave me pleafure.”” ‘* And were 
not the words which were fung very moving ?’” 
replied the maid. ‘* I paid no attention to them, 
(faid the lady) I liftened to the tune only. I took 

. mo notice of the verfes, neither do I defire to 

* know who gave the ferenade.” ‘* If that be the 

cafe, (cried the waiting-woman). poor Don Gafton 

de Cogollos, is far out in his reckoning, and not 

very wife in {pending his time in looking .at our 

Jattices.’” ‘* Perhaps it may not be he, (faid the 

miftrefs, coldly) but fome other cavalier, who 

has declared his paffion for me, by this concert.’” 

«< Pardon me, madam, (replied Felicia) it is no 

+ other but Don Gaiton; by this token, that he 

accofted me this morning, in the ftreet, and begg’d 

ine to tell you, that he adores you, in fpite of the 

rigour with which you repay his love; and that, 

in fhort, he fhould think himfelf the happieft of 

mankind, if you would allow him to manifeft his 

paffion in the ufual courfe of gallantry. This 

difcourfe (added fhe) fufficiently proves that I am 
not mifiaken,’ 

- Don George’s daughter changed countenance 

, alle? a fudden, and darting a fevere look at her 

| maid; “ You might have difpenfed (faid the) 

wiih 1epeating that impertinent converfation to 

me. Let me have no fuch reports for the future, 

if zen pleafe: and if that rafh youth fhall have 

the 
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the prefumption to fpeak to yow again, tell him 


to make his addreffes to one who will regard his 


gallantry more than I do, and to chufe a more ho- 
nourable paftime, than that of being all day long 
at his windows to obferve what I do in my apart- 
ment.” ° 

All this was faithfully reported to me, in a fe- 
cond interview with Felicia, who pretending that 
I muft not take the words of her miftrefs in a 
literal fenfe, would have perfuaded me that. the 


affair went on fwimmingly. But I, who was ig- 


norant of fineffe, and did not believe that the text 
could be explained in my favour, diftrufted the 
commentary fhe made. She laughed at my dif- 
‘fidence, called for paper and ink, and faid : 
** Signior Knight, write immediately to Donna 
Helena, in the ftile of a defponding lover. Paint 
your fufferings in the moft paffionate colours; and 
in particular, complain of her prohibiting you to 
appear at your windows. Promife to obey her, 
but, at the fame time, affure her, that it will coft 
you your life, Put this into fuch expreffions as 
you gentlemen are fo well fkilled in, and leave the 
reftto me, I hope the event will do more honour 
to my penetration than you imagine.” 

Had I neglected this, I fhould have been the 


firft lover, who did not take the advantage of fuch ~- 


"an opportunity to write to his miftrefs. I com- 
pofed a moft pathetic letter, and before I fealed it, 
‘fhewed it to Felicia, who having read it, faid, 
with a fmile, that if women have the art of cap- 
tivating the men, thefe laft, in return, know very 
well how to cajole the women,”’ The waiting- 
maid took my letter, then Taying ftrong injunctions 
on me to keep my windews fhut for a few days, 

returned to the houfe of Don George. 
6 Ma. 
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<¢ Madam, (faid fhe to Donna Helena, when 
fhe went home) I met Don Gafton, who did not 
fail to make up to me, and endeavoured to footh 
me with flattering expreffions. He afked, with a 
faultering voice, like a criminal who expeéts his 
fentence, if I had delivered his meffage to you. 
Then I, faithful and ready to execute your orders, 
cut him fhort with a vengeance ; inveighed againft 
him, loaded him with reproaches, and left him in 
the ftreet, confounded at my petulance.”” “ I am 
overjoyed (replied Donna Helena) that you have 
tid me of that importunate young fellow: but 
there was no occafion to fpeak rudely to him. A 
young woman ought always to be gentle in her 
behaviour.”” ‘* Madam, (faid the maid) a pafs 
fionate lover is not to be banifhed by werds pro 
nounced with a gentle air. Nay, this is feldom ace 
complifhed by indignation and rage. Don Gafton, 
for example, was not repulfed. After having 
loaded him with reproaches, (as I have faid) I 
went to the houfe of your relation, whither you 
fent me; and that lady, unfortunately, detained 
me too long : I fay too long, becaufe on my re- 
turn, I found my man again, whom, ‘I affure you, 
I did not expeét to fee. I was fo much difturbed 
at fight of him, that my tongue, which never 
failed me before, could not furnith me with one 
fyllable, In the mean time, what does he? he 
flipt a paper inte my hand, which I kept, without 
knowing what I did, and then difappeared in an 
inftant.”” 

So faying, the pulled my letter out of her bo- 
fom, and gave it, by way of joke, to her miftrefs, 
who taking it as for diverfion, read it over, and 
then affeéted referve, £ Truly, Felicia, (faid the 
with a ferious air) oS arg a fool and a mad 
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creature, to receive this billet, What will\Don 
Gafton think of it? and what muft I believe ? 
Your conduét gives me caufe to diftruft your fide- 
lity; and may make him fufpe@, that I am 
leafed with his paffion, Alas! perhaps he ima- 
ines, at this inftart, that I perufe, with pleafure, 
_ the chara€ters which he has wrote. You fee to 
what fhame you have expofed my pride.” “* Of 
not at all, madam, (replied the maid) he can en- 
tertain no fuch thoughts; and, fuppofe he did, 
he fhall not preferve them long, JI will tell him, 
when next I fee him, that I have fhewn his let- 
ter to you ; that you looked at it with indifference ; 
and, in fhort, without reading it, tore it with the 
moft mortifying contempt.” ‘“ You may fafely 
{wear that I have not read it, (faid Donna Helena.) 
I fhould be at a lofs, if obliged, to repeat two 
fingle words of it.” Don George’s daughter was 
pot contented with talking in this manner; the 
tore my billet, and forbid her woman to talk to 
me forthe future. as . 

As I promifed to play the gailant no more at 
my windows, fince the fight of me gave offence, 
I kept them fhut feveral days, to render my obe- 
dience more affecting ; but to fupply thofe looks 
of which I was abridged, I prepared new fere- 
nades for my cruel Helen, One night I repaired 
under her balcony with muficians, and the guitarres 
were already ftruck up, when a cavalier came 
{word in. hand, and difturbed the concert, laying 
about him at a furious rate among the performers, 
who immediately betook themfelves to flight. The 


rage that animated that bold intruder, awaked —- 


“mines I advanced to punifh him, and an obfti- 
nate combat began. Donna Helena and her at- 
ie tendant 
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tendant hearing the noife of fwords, looked thro’ 
the lattice, and feeing two men engaged, waked 
Don George and his valets with their cries: thefe, 
as well as feveral people in the neighbourhood, 
came running to part the combatants, but they 


arrived too late, and found no body on the field of 


battle, but a cavalier almoft without life, welter- 
ing in his blood; and I was foon known to be 
that unfortunate perfon. I was carried to the houfe 


"of my aunt, whither the moft expert furgeons in 


town were called to my affiftance. Every body 
pitied my fate, and Donna Helena in particular, who 
then difcovered the bottom ef her foul. Her dif- 
fimulation gave way to her fentiment, and fhe was 
no longer that difdainful creature, who piqued 
herfelf upon appearing infenfible to my paffion, 
She was now a.tender lover, that abandoned her- 
felf to forrow without referve. She fpent the reft 
of the night in mourning with her maid, and in 


_curfing her} coufin Don Auguftin de Olighera, 
who they concluded muft have been the author of 


their tears: as in effeét it was he who had fo dif- 
agreeably interrupted the ferenade. Being as great 
a diffembler as his coufin, he had perceived my ° 
intentions, without feeming te take any notice of 
them ; aad imagining that fhe favoured my flame, 
had committed this a€tion, to thew that he was 
not quite fo paffive as fhe believed him tobe. Ne- 
verthelefs, this melancholy accident was foon for- 
gotten, by reafon of the joy that followed it. Tho’ 
¥ was: dangeroufly wounded, the fkill of the fur- 
geons faved my life, but I ftill kept my chamber, 
when my aunt Donna Eleonora went to Don 
George, and demanded his daughter for me in 
marriage. The father confented to this the more 

Vor, If, y —. willingly, 
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willingly, becaufe he at that time looked 

Don Auguftin as a man whom perhaps he fhould 
never fee again. The good old gentleman was 
afraid that his daughter would not beftow herfelf 
on me without reluctance, becaufe her . coufin 
Olighera: had enjoyed the liberty of vifiting her 
when he would, and of acquiring her affe@tion at 
leifure ;, but fhe feemed fo well difpofed to obey 
her father in this affair, that we may conclude it 
is an advantage among the ladies, to be a new 
comer in Spain, as well as elfewhere. 

_ As foon as I could have a private converfation 
with Felicia, I underftood how much affliG@ed her 
miftrefs had been at the bad fuccels of my dwels 
fo that having no longer any reafon to douht that 
-J was the Paris of this Helen, I bleffed my wound, 
fince it turned out fo propitious to my lové, and 
obtained of Signior Don George the permiffion of 
{peaking to his daughter in prefence of her maid. 
What a delightful converfation this was! I intreat-_ 
ed, I preffed the lady in fuch a manner, to tel 
me if her father in yielding her to my tendernefs, 
had done any violence to her inclination ; that the 
owned I was not beholden to her obedience alone. 
“After this charming confeffion, my Whole ftudy 
was to pleafe her, and contrive entertainments, 
until the day of our nuptials, which were to be 
celebrated by a magnificent cavalcade, in which 
all the nobility of Coria and the Sei BnuourpoS ine 
tended to appear. 

I gave a grand entertainment to Don George anid 
his daughter, with all their relations and friends, 
at a. fuperb country-houfe which my aunt had 
without the town, on the fide of Manroi.’. Here 
concert of vocal and inftrumental mufic was pres 
pared by my order, together with a company of 
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ftrollers to reprefent a comedy. In the middle of 
the feaft, one came and whifpered to me, that 
there was a man in the hall, who wanted te 
fpeak with me. I got up from table to fee who 
it was, and found a ftranger, who looked hike a 
valet de chambre, and who prefented to me a let. 
ter, which I opened, and read thefe words. 


. yf you have a regard for your honour, as every 

knight of your order ought to have, you will 

‘* not fail to be to morrow morning in the plain of 

* Manroi, where you will find a cavalier ready to 

“* give fatisfaction for the injury you received from 

“* him, and to put you, if he ‘can, out of condition 
“ to efpoufe Donna Helena. . 

** Don Auguftin de Olighera.’° 


If love has great inflyence over the Spaniards, 
revenge has ftill more. I could not read this bik 
let in tranquillity. The very name of Don 
Auguftin kindled a fire in my veins, which had 
almoft made me forget the indifpenfible duty which 
I had that day to perform. 1 was tempted to fteal 
away from the company, and go in fearch of my 
enemy on the inftant. I conftrained myfelf, how- 
ever, for fear of difturbing the feaft, and faid to 
the man who brought the letter; ‘ Friend, tell the 
cavalier who fent you, that I am too defirous of 
re-ingaging him, to fail of meeting him to-morrow 
morning before fun-rife, at the appointed place.” 

- Having fent away the meffenger with this anfwer, 
I rejoined my guefts, and refumed my place at 
table, where I compofed my countenance fo well, 


within me. I appeared during the reft of the day, aa 
much entertained as any of them with the pleafures 
U2 


-_ 


‘that no body had the leaft fufpicion of what paffed © 
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ef the feaft, which ended about midnight, when the 
affembly broke up, and every one returned to the 
town, in the fame manner as he had come out. As 
for my part, I ftaid in the country-houfe, on pretence 
of taking the air next morning ; but the true reafon 
was, that I might be the fooner at the rendezvous, 
Inftead of going to bed, I waited with impatience 
for day, which as foon as I perceived, I mounted 
my beft horfe, and fet out alone, as if I intended 
to take a ridein the country. I advanced towards 
Manroi, and difcovered in the plain a man on 
horfeback, coming towards me at full fpeed ; upon 
which I put fpurs to my horfe, to fave him one 
half of the way. We foon met, and I found it 
was myrival, ‘ Knight, (faid he in an infolent 
tone) it is with regret that I come to blows with 
you a fecond time ; butit is your own fault. After 
the adventure of the ferenade, you ought to have 
renounced Don George’s daughter with a good 
grace; or at leaft take it for grantéd, that you 
would not be fo eafily quit, if you pérfifted in your 
addreffes to her.’” “ You are too proud (anfwered 
I) of an advantage which perhaps you owed more 
to the darknefs of the night than to your fuperior 
fkill, You don’t confider that the fuccefs of thefe 
rencounters depends often on accident.” ‘“ It is 
never accidental with me, (faid he with an arro- 
gant air) and I will now fhew you, that by day. as 
well as night, I know how to punith thofe audaci- 
ous knights who interfere with me.”’ 

I made no reply to this haughty fpeech, but 
alighted inftantly. Don Auguftin did the fame: 
’ we tied our horfes to a tree, and began to fight 
with equal vigour. 1 will frankly own, that I 
had to do with an enemy who puthed much better 
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than I, altho’ I had been two years at fchool, He 
was a compleat fencer ; I could not poffibly have 
expofed my-life to greater danger. Neverthelefs, as 
ft often happens, that the ftrongeft is vanquifhed 
by the weakeft, my rival, in fpite of all his fkill, 
received a thruft that went through his heart, and 
fell ftone dead in an inftant. . 

I returned immediately to the country-hovfe, 
where I informed a valet de chambre whom I 
could’ truft, of what had happened, and faid to 
him, “ Dear Ramira, before juftice can take cog 
nizance of this event, take a good horfe, and give 
my aunt notice of the adventure. Afk of herfome 
money and jewels, and bring them to me at Pla- 
zencia, where thou wilt find me in the firft inn 
you come to as you enter the city,” 

Ramira acquitted himfelf, of his commiffion 
with fuch diligence, that he arrived at Plazencia 
three hours after me. He told me, that Donna 
Eleonora was more pleafed than affli€ted at the 
mews of a duel that revenged the affront which I 
had received in the firft; and that the had fent me 
all her ready money /and jewels, to enable me to 
travel agreeably in foreign countries, until fhe 
Should get the affair accommodated. 

To pafs over fuperfluous circumftances, I will 


only inform you,.that I croffed New-Caftile, to the | 


kingdom of Valencia, in order to embark at Denia, 
from whence I took a paffage for Italy, where I 


put myfelf in a condition to vifit different courts, 


and appear in a fuitable character, 

While far from my Helen, I endeavoured as 
much as in me lay, to beguile my love and for- 
rows ; fhe mourned my abfence in fecret at Coria, 
Inftead of approving of the profecution that her 
family fet on foot againft me on account of Olig- 
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hera’s death ; ‘fhe wifhed that all enmity might 
ceafe, and my return be haftened by a fpeedy ac- 
commodation. Six months had already elapfed 
fince fhe had loft me, and I believe her conftancy 
would have ftill triumphed over time, had fhe had 
nothing elfe but time to combat: but the had ftill 
more powerful enemies, Don Blas de Combados, 
a gentleman from the weftern fide of Galicia, came 
to Coria, to take poffeffion of a rich eftate which 
had been in vain difputed by his coufin Don Mi- 
guel de Caprara; and he fettled in that country, 
finding it more agreeable than his own, Comba- 
dos was well made, had an agreeable polite beha- 
viour, and was one of the moft infinuating men 
in the world; fo that he foon became acquainted 
«with all the people of fafhion in the town, and was 
‘mo ftranger to their private affairs. 

It was not long before hevlearned that Don 
George had a daughter, whofe dangerous beauty 
feemed to inflame the men only for . their ruin. 
This piqued his curiofity : he longed to fee fuch a 
formidable lady: for this purpofe, he fought the 
_ friendthip of her father, and fucceeded fo well, 
that the old man already looked upon him as his 
fon-in-law ; gave him admittance to his houfe, and 
the liberty "of {peaking in his prefence to Donna 
Helena. The Galician foon fell in love with her. 
That was inevitable. He opened his heart to Don 
George, who confented to his propofal ; but told 
him, that, refolving not to conftrain his daughter, 
he left her miftrefs of her own hand. Upon this, 
Don Blas put in pra@tice all the gallantries which | 
he could devife, to pleafe the lady, who feemed 
infenfible to them all, fo much was her heart en- 
grofied by me, Felicia, however, was.in the inte- 
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refts of the cavalier, who engaged her by prefents, 
to efpoufe his caufe. She therefore employed all 
her addrefs in behalf of his paffion; on the other 
hand, her father feconded the chamber-maid by 
his remonftrances ; and neverthelefs, all their ef- 
forts during a whole year could only torment Don- 
na Helena, without fhaking her conftancy in the 
leaft. 

Combados feeing that Don George and Felicia 
interefted themfelves for him in vain, propofed an 
expedient to overeome the obftinacy of a lover fo 
prepoffefied as the was. ‘‘ This (faid he) is what 
I have contrived : we will fuppofe that a merchant 
of Coria has received a letter from an Italian faGor, 
in which, after a detail of things concerning com- 
merce, are the following words.”” | 


eee=® A Spanifh cavalier, whofe name is Don 
“* Gafton de Cogollos, has lately arrived at the | 
** court of Parma. He calls himfelf nephew and 
“ fole heir of a rich widow who lives at Coria, 
<* under the name of Donna Eleonora de Laxarilla. 
‘¢ He has demanded the daughter of a powerful 
** nobleman in marriage, but will not fucceed un- - 


. © till the truth“is known. I am defired fo ap- 


“ ply to you for this purpofe: pray let me know 


- © then, if you are acquainted with this Don 


** Gafton, and in what the riches of his aunt 
“ confift ; for your anfwer will decide the mar- 
** riage. _ Parma, &c,”” 


The old man looked upon this trick as a piece 


- of wit or ftratagem pardonable in love; and the 


waiting-woman, ftill lefs fcrupulous than her 
mafter, approved of it very much. The inven- 


tion feemed to them the more ingenious, as they 


; knew 
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knew Helena to be a proud girl, capable of taking 
an inftantaneous refolution, provided fhe fhould 
have no fufpicion of the cheat. Don George un- 
dertook to inform her of my change; and, to 
make the thing feem more natural, carried alang 
with him the merchant who had received the pre- 
tended letter from Parma, The fcheme was exe- 
cuted accordingly. The father, in an affe@ted 
paffion of. rage and vexation, faid to Helena, 
“ Daughter, I willno longer obferve to you, that 
my relations daily requeft that I will not admit the 
murderer of Don Auguftin into my family. I 
Have a ftronger reafon to give you to day, in order 
to detach you from Don Gafton. You ought to be 
afhamed of your fidelity to him. He is a fickle 
perfidious wretch... Here is a certain proof of his 
infidelity, Read this letter, which a merchant of 
Loria has received from Italy,’” Helena trembling 
took the fictitious letter, read it over, confidered 
every expreffien, and was thunder-ftruck at the 
news of my inconftancy. A fentiment of tender- 
nefs made her fhed fome tears: but foon recalling 
all her pride, the dried them up,.and faid to her 
father with a refolute tone, ‘‘ Signior, you have 
been witnefs of my weaknefs, bear witnefs alfo of 
the vitory I gain over myfelf. : °Tis done. I 
now defpife Don Gafton, and look upon him as the 
Joweft of mankind. But let us-talk no more abotit 
_ chim. Come, I am ready to follow Don Blas to 
the altar: het my marriage precede that of the 
perfidious man who has fo ili repaid my love.” 
Don George, tranfported with joy at thefe words, 
embraced his daughter, applauded her vigorous re- 
folution, and glad of the happy fuccefs of his 
ftratagem, made hafte to coe the withes of 
BE rival, 

Donna 
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Donna Helena was thus ravifhed from me. 


‘ She yielded herfelf f{uddenly to Combados, with- 


out liftening to love, which at the bottom of her 
heart fpoke in my behalf, or even doubting a mo- 
ment of a piece of news which might have been: 
fufpe@ed in a lover of lefs credulity. The haughty 
maid liftened to nothing but her pride, and the re- 
fentment of the injury which fhe thought her 
beauty had received, prevailed over the intereft of 
her tendernefs. A few days after her marriage, 
however, the felt fome remorfe for having been 
fo precipitate. She refie&ed that the merchant’s 
letter might have been feigned, and that fufpicion 
gave her fome uneafinefs: but the amorous Don 
Blas gave his wife no time to cherifh thoughts pre- 
judicial to her repofe. His fole ftudy was to amufe 
her ; and in this he fucceeded by a continual fuc- 
ceffion of various pleafures, which he had art 
enough to invent. 

She feemed very well fatisfied with fuch a gal- 
lant hufband, and they lived together in perfec 
harmony, when my aunt accommodated my affair 
with the relations of Don Auguftin ; and wrote 
immediately to Italy, to advertife me of her fuc- 
cefs. Being then at Regio, in the farthermoft part 
of Calabria, I went over into Sieily, from thence 
to Spain, and at length repaired to Coria on the 
wings of love. Donna Eleonora, who had not in 
her letter mentioned the marriage of Don George’s 
daughter, informed me of it on my arrival; and 
obferving that I was afflifted at the news, ** You 
are in the wrong, nephew, (faid ffhe).to be fo — 
much grieved at the lofs of an unfaithful woman. 
‘Fake my advice, and banifh from your memory a 
perfon unworthy of poffeffing a place. in it.’” 

- As 
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As my aunt Was ignorant of the deceit which 
had been practifed on Donna Helena, fhe was in 
the right to talk in this manner, and could not 
have given me a more prudent: advice; which 
therefore I promifed to follow, or at leaft to affe@ 
an air of indiffetence, if I fhould find myfelf in- 
capable of vanquifhing my paffion. I could not, 
however, refit my curiofity to know how this 
marriage had been made ; and to be informed of 
the particulars, I refolved to apply to Felicia’s friend 
Dame Theodora, whom I have mentioned before. 
J went to her houfe, and there by accident feund 
Felicia, who expecting nothing fefs than to fee me, 
was confounded, and endeavoured to go away, 
that fhe might avoid an explanation, which the 
concluded I would demand. I ftopt her, faying, 
*¢ Why do you fly me? is not the perjured Helena 
fatisfied with having made afacrifice of my happi- 
nefs ? has fhe forbid you to hear my complaints ? 
or do you only want to efcape me, that you may 
make a merit with the ungrateful woman, of having 
refufed me the hearing ?”* 

‘¢ Signior, (anfwered the waiting-woman) I 
_ freely own myfelf confounded at your prefence. I 
cannot behold you again, without feeling my heart 
torn with remorfe, My miftrefs has been deceived, 
and I have been an unfortunate accomplice in 
feducing her.’’ ‘°O heaven! (cried I) have yow 
the prefumption to tell me fo? Explain yourfelf 
immediately.’” Then fhe gave me an account of 
the ftratagem which Combados had prattifed to rob 
me of Donna Helena ; and perceiving that her de- 


tail pierced me to the very foul, ftrove to give me—~’ 


fome confolation: fhe offered me her good offices 
with her miftrefs, promifed to difabufe her, to 
pant my defpair ; in a word, to {pare nothing to 
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foften the rigour of my deftiny: in fine, Me gave 
me hopes that affluaged my forrows a little. 

I pafs over the infinite contradictions fhe un- 
derwent, before fhe could prevail upon Donna He- 
lena to fee me.. This, however, fhe accomplifhed ; 
and it was concerted between them, that 1 fhould 
be privately admitted into the houfe of Don Blas, 
the firft time he fhould go to an eftate, where he 
pfually fpent a day or two in hunting. This de- 
fign was foon put in execution: the hufband fet 
out for the country ; I was informed of the occa- 
fion, and one night introduced into his wife’s 
apartment. . xk 

I would havd begun the converfation with re- 
proaches ; but My mouth was ftopt, “It is in 
vain to recal what is paft, (faid the lady) the bu- 
finefs here is not a fond reconciliation ; and you 
are miftaken if you believe me difpofed to flatter’ 
your inclination. I declare to you, Don Gafton, 
that my only motive for giving my confent to this 
private interview, in confequence of the preffing 
inftances which have been made, is to tell you 
from my own mouth, that henceforth you muft 
fiudy to forget me altogether, Perhaps I might 
have been better fatisfied with my fate, had it 
been joined to yours ; but fince heaven hath ordained 
it otherwife, I chearfully fubmit to its degrees.” 

“‘ How, madam! (anfwered I) is it not enough 
that,I have loft you, and fee the happy Don Blas in 
quiet poffeffion of the only perfon I am capable of 
joving! muft I alfo banifh you from my thought 2? 
You would deprive. me of my love, and rob me 
of the only bleffing.that now remains, Ah, cruel 
woman! do you think it poffible for any man 
whom you have once charmed, to retrieve his 
heart ? Know yourfelf better, and ceafe exhosting 

me 
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me in vain, to chace your idea from my remem- 
brance,’? ‘* Well then, (fhe replied with preci- 
pitation) do you alfo ceafe to hope that I will 
favour your love with any return. I have but one 
word to fay: the wife of Don Blas fhall never be 
the lover of Don Gafton. Take your meafures 


‘accordingly ; fly from this place; and let us puta 


{peedy end to a converfation with which upbraid 
myfelf, in fpite of the purity of my intentions ; 
and which I fhall think myfelf guilty in pro- 
Jonging.” 

_” At thefe words, which deprived me of the Jeaft 
glimpfe of hope, I fell at her feet’; I addreffed her 
in the moft pathetic manner ; I even employed 
tears to melt her: but all this ferved only to ex- 
cite, perhaps, fome fentiments of pity, which fhe 
was careful of concealing, and which were facri- 
ficed to her duty. After having to no purpofe ex- 
haufted all my moving expreffions, by prayers and 


tears; my tendernefs changed ‘of a fudden into. 


rage. I unfheathed my fword, to ftab myfelf be- 
fore the eyes of the inexorable Helena: who no 


’ fooner perceived my intention, than fhe threw 


herfelf upon me, to prevent the confequence. “‘Hold, 
Cogollos, (faid fhe) is it thus you confalt my 
reputation ? In depriving yourfelf of life, you are 


going to load me with difhonour, and make my | 


hufband pafs for an affaffin.’’ 

I was fo.poffeffed with defpair, that, far from 
yielding to thefe words the attention which they 
tleferved, my whole endeavour wag to baffle the 
efforts of the miftrefs and her maid, to fave me 


from my own fatal defign; and, without doubt, — 


I thould have fuceeeded but too foon, if ,Dan Blas, 


who having been apprifed of our interview, inftead - 


ef going tothe country, had concealed Se ae 
| | ind 
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hind the tapeftry, to overhear our converfation, 
had not come and joined us with all expedition, 
«* Don Gatton, (cried he, halding my arms) recal 
your fcattered reafon; and do not bafely yield to 
the fury that tranfports you.”” 

** Ig it your bufinefs (faid J, interrupting Don 
Blas) to diffuade me from my defign ? You ought 
rather, with your own hand, to plunge a poig- 
nard in my bofom. You are injured by my paf- 
fion, unfortunate as it is. Is it not enough, that 
you furprize me at night, in your wife’s apartment ? 
Is there more required to roufe your revenge ? Stab 
me at once, and rid yourfelf of a man who can- 
not ceafe adoring Donna Helena, until he ceafes 
to live.’ * In vain (anfwered Don Blas) you en- 


‘deavour to intereft my honour fo far, as to give 


you death: you are fufficiently punifhed ky your 
rafhnefs ; and I am fo wel] pleafed with the virtu- 
ous fentiments of my wife, that I pardon the oc- 
cafion which the took to fhew them. Take my 
advice, Cogollos, (added he) do not defpair like a 
‘weak lover, but fubmit to neceffity with courage.”” 

The prudent Galician, by fuch difcourfe calmed 


’ my rage a little, and waked my virtue: I retired 


with the defign of removing far from Helena, and 
the place that fhe inhabited ; and in two days re- 
turned to Madrid, where, refolving to employ my- 
felf wholly in making my fortune, J appeared at 
court, and there began to make friends : but I was 
fo unlucky as to attach myfelf in particular to the 
marquis of Villarea], a Portyguefe nobleman, who 
being fufpefted of a defign to deliyer Portugal from 
the dominion of Spain, was imprifoned in the 
caftls of Alicant, where he now remains, | As the 
duke of Lerma knew that an intimacy fubfifted 
betwen that nobleman and me, he ¢aufed me to 
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be arrefted alfo, and conduéted to this place: that 
minifter believes, that I am capable of being an 
accomplice in fuch a fcheme; and he could not 
have committed a greater outrage upon a noble 
Caftilian.”’ 


- Here Don Gafton left off fpeaking ; and I, to. 


confole. him, faid, ‘‘ Signior Cavalier, your ho- 
nour. can receive no ftain from this difgrace, which 
will, doubtlef$, in the end, turn to your advantage, 
When the duke of Lerma fhalf be convinced of 
your innocence, he will certainly beftow upon you 
@ confiderable employment, in order to re-eftablith 
the reputation of .a gentleman wnjuftly accufed of 
treafon. 


- CHAP, VI. - 
Scipio finds Gil Blas in the tower of Segovia, and tells 
him a great deal of news, a 


UR converfation was interrupted by Torde- 
fillas, who coming into the chamber, ad- 
drefied himfelf to me in thefe terms, ‘* Signior 
Gil Blas, I have been fpeaking to a young man 
who prefented himfelf at the prifon-gate, and 
afked if you was not in confinementhere. When 
I refafed to fatisfy his curiofity, he feemed very 
much mortified.””’ * Noble captain, (faid he, with 
tears in his eyes) don’t rejeét the humble requeft 
I make, to know if Signior de Santillane is in this 
place. YF am his chief domeftic, and you will do 
a charitable action, -in allowing me to fee him. 
You are looked upon in Segovia as a gentleman of 
great humanity ; and I hope you will not refufe 
me the favour of converfing a moment with my 
dear mafter, who is not fo guilty as unfortunate.”* 
“ In fhort, (continued Don Andrea) the young 
; man 
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man expreffed fuch a defire of feeing you, that I 
have promifed to give him that Peustaction: at 
night.”’ 

I affured Tordefillas, that he could not do me 
- agreater pleafure than to admit that young man, 
who, probably, had fomething to communicate, 
which it imported me very much to know. J 
waited with impatience for the moment that was 
to offer my faithful Scipio to my eyes ; for I did 
not doubt that it was he ; and I was not miftaken. 
He was introduced into the tower in the evening ; 
and his joy, which mine alone could equal, broke 
forth in extraordinary tranfports, when he faw 
me. For my part, I was fo much overjoyed at 
fight of him, that I held out my arms, and he hug- 
ged me in his, without ceremony: the diftin@tion 
between mafter and fecretary were loft in this em- 
brace ; fo glad were they to fee another, 

When we were a little difengaged, I interrogated 
Scipio about the condition in which he left my 
houfe ? ‘* You have no houfe, (he replied) and, to 
fpare you the trouble of afking unneceflary 
-queftions, I will tell you, in two -words, what 
‘paffed at home. Your effects were pillaged, as 
well by the foldiers, as by your ewn fervants ; who 
looking upon you as a loft man, .paid themfelves 
their own wages with what they could carry off. 
Luckily for you, I had the addrefs to fave from 
their talons two large bags. of double piftoles, which 
I took out of your ftrong box, and fecured by 
putting them into the cuftody of Salero, who will 
re-diliver them as foon as you fhall be releafed 
from this tower, where I believe you will not be 
long boarded at his majefty’s expence ; becaufe 
you was apprehended without the knowledge of the 
duke of Lerma.” 
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I afked how he came to know that his exceHency 
had no hand in my misfortune. ‘‘O! as for that 
(faid he) I took care to be well informed: a friend 
of mine, who enjoys the confidence of the duke 
d’Uzeda, told me all the particulars of your impri- 
fonment.”’ ‘‘Calderona (faid he) having difcovered, 
by the officioufnefs of a valet, that Signiora Sirena, 
under another name, received the prince of Spain 
in the night-time ; and that this intrigue was con- 
duéted by the count de Lemos, with the affiftance 
of Signior de Santillane, refolved to be revenged 
on them as well as upon his miftrefs. With this 
view, he went privately to the duke d’Uzeda, and 
difcovered the whole affair, The duke, ravifhed 
at having in his hand fuch a fair opportunity of 
ruining his enemy, did not fail to ufe it: he in- 
formed the: king of what he had heard, and re- 
prefented to him with great zeal the perils to 
_ which the prince had been expofed. ‘This piece 
o' news roufed the indignation of his majefty, 
~ who immediately ‘ordered Sirena to be fhut up in 
the houfe of correction, banifhed the count de Le- 
mos, and condemned Gil Blas to perpetual impri- 
fonment.”’ ‘* This (added Scipio) is what my 
friend told me; by which you fee that your mis- 
fortune is the work of the duke d’Uzeda, or ra- 
ther of Calderona.”’ 

From this information, I imagined that my af> 
fairs might be retrieved in time ; that the duke of 
Lerma, piqued at his nephew's exile, would ex- 
ert himfelf to have that nobleman recalled to court : 
eand I flattered myfelf, that I fhould not be for- 
gotten by his excellency, What a fine thing hope 
is! It confoled me all of a fudden for the lofs of 
my effeéts, which had been ftolens and made me 
as merry as if 1 had caufe to be fo, Far from re- 
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garding my prifon as an unhappy abode, where I 
fhould perhaps end my days, it appeared rather as 
the means that fortune had ufed to raife me to 
fome great poft; for I reafoned with myfelf in 
this manner: the partizans for the prime-minifter 
are Don Fernando Borgia, Father Jerome of Flo- 
rence, and, in particular, Brother Lewis d’Aliaga, 
who owes to his intereft the place he at prefent: 
poffeffes at court. With the affiftance of thefe 
powerful friends, his excellency will demolifh all 
his foes ; or perhaps the ftate will foon alter its 
appearance: his majefty is very fickly ; and as 
foon as he fhall be no more, the prince his fon 
will begin his reign by -recalling the count de Le- 
mos, who will immediately releafe me from this 
place, and prefent me to the new monarch, who 
will load me with favours. Thus, already elevated 
with future pleafures, I fcarce felt my prefent mis- 
fortune: but I believe the two bags of doubloons, 
which my fecretary told me he had depofited with 
the goldfmith, contributed, as much as this hope, 
to the fudcen change of my difpofttion, | 

¥ was too well fatisfied with the zcal and inte- 
grity of Scipio, to-be filent on that, fubje@: I of- 
fered him the half of the money which he had 
preferved from the pillage ; but this he refufed : 


ie | expect (faid he) another mark of acknowledge- 


ment.’’ As much furprifed at his difcourfe as at 


his refufal, I afked what I could do for him, 


«© Don’t let us part, (anfwered he) allow me to 
attach my fortune to yours: 1 havea friendhhip for 
you which I never felt for any other mafter,’’ 
*€ AndIcan affure thee, child, (faid I) thereis no 
Jove loft ; the very firft moment thou cameft to offer 


thy fervice, I was pleafed with thy appearance s 
. we mut have been born under the Balance, or 


: 7S 3 - * Gemini, 
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Gemini, which are faid to be the two conftellations 
that unite the friendfhip of men. I willingly ac- 
cept the fociety thou haft propofed ; and will be- 
gin it, by intredting the keeper to fhut thee up 
with me in this tower.” ‘* Nothing can give 
me more pleafure, (cried he) you antitipate my 
defire, I was juft going to conjure you to afk 
that favour of him: your compartly is dearer to’me 
than liberty itfelf : I will only fometimes go to Ma- 


drid-on the fcout, and fee if fome change may not. 


have happened at-court which can be favourable 
to you: fo that in me you will enjoy at once a con- 
fident, courier and fpy.”” 

. Thefe advantages were too confiderable to be 
rejected : I therefore kept along with me a perfon 
fo ufeful, with the permiffion of the obliging 
keeper, who could not refufe me fuch an agreeable 
confolation. 


~ 


CHAP. VIII. 
The motives and fuccefs of Scipio's firft journey to Madrid. 
Gil Blas falls fick : the confequence of bis diftemper, 


F it be ufually obferved, that we have no 

greater enemies than our domeftics ;'it muft 
likewife be owned, that when they happen to be 
faithful and affe&tionate, they are our beft friends. 
After the zeal that Scipio had manifefted, I could 
not look upon him but as another felf. There was, 
therefore, no more fubordination between Gil Blas 
and his fecretary ; no more ceremony : they lodged 
together in the fame room, ufing the fame table 
and bed, 

There was a great deal of gaiety in Scipio’s con- 
verfation ; he might have been juftly firnamed the 
good-humoured lad: befides, he had a good head, 
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and I profited by his advice. “ Friend, (faid I 


to him one day) methinks it would be no bad 
fcheme for me to write to the duke of Lerma : this 
could produce no bad effe& : What is thy opinion 
of the matter?’ “ Yes; but (anfwered he) the 
great are fo different from themfelves, at different 
times, that I don’t know how your letter will be 
received: neverthelefs, Iam of opinion, that you 
fhould write in the mean time. Although the mi- 
nifter loves you, you muft not truft to his friend- 
fhip, for being remembered by him: thefe kind of 
patrons eafily forget thofe who are out of fight or 
hearing.”’ 

Although this was but too true, I replied; 
<6 J judge more favourably of my patron, to whofe | 
kindnefs for me Jam no ftranger: I am per- 
fuaded, that he pities my affliction, which in- 
ceffantly prefents itfelfto his mind : he, probably, 
waits until the king’s wrath fhall fubfide, before 
he takes me out of prifon.”” ‘‘ In good time, (he 
refumed) I with your opinion of his excellency 
may be right : implore his affiftance then by a very 
moving letter, which I will carry to him; and I 
promife to deliver it into his own hand.” 

I immediately called for paper and ink, and 
compofed a morfel of eloquence, which Scipio 


‘thought very pathetic, and Tordefillas preferred 


even to the homilies of the archbifhop of Grenada. _ 
I flattered myfelf, that the Duke of Lerma would 
be moved with compaffion, in reading the melan- 
choly account which I gave him, of the miferable 
condition in which I was not; and in that con- 


fidence difpatched my courier ; who no fooner ar- 


rived at Madrid, than he went to_ the minifter’s 
houfe, and met a valet de chambre of my ac- 
quaintance, who procured for him an opportunity 

of 


bd x 


232° «The ADVENTURES of ~ 


of fpeaking to the duke. ‘* My lord, (faid Scipio, 
prefenting to his excellency the pacquet with which 
he was intrufted) one of your moft faithful fer- 
vants, ftretched upon ftraw, in a difmal dungeon 
of the tower of Segovia, moft humbly intreats 
your grace to read this letter, which a turnkey, out 
uof pity, gave him liberty and means to write.’ 
The minifter opened, and perufed the letter: but 
although he beheld in it a pi€ture capable of melting 
the moft obdurate foul, far from feeming affeted 
at my diftrefs, he raifed his voice, and, in the 
hearing of feveral perfons prefent, faid to the cou- 
rier, with a furious air; ‘ Friend, tell Santillane, 
_ that he has a great deal of affurance to addrefs 
himfelf to me, after the unworthy action he has 
committed, and for which he is fo juftly chaftifed, 
He is a wretch who muft not depend upon my 
proteaion ; for I abandon him to the refentment 
of the king. a“ 

Scipio, in fpite of all his effrontery, was difcon- 
‘certed at this difcourfe; but, notwithftanding his 
. confufion, endeavoured to intercede. forme, ‘*‘ My 
lord, (he refumed) the poor prifoner will die of 
grief, when he hears the anfwer of. your excel- 
Yency.** The duke made no reply to my media- 
tor, but by a ftern look, and turned his back upon 
him. It was thus the. minifter treated me, the 
better to conceal the part he had in the amo- 
‘rous intrigue of the prince of Spain: and this 
-ought to be a warning to all little agents; whom 
‘noblemen nfe in. thsir fedret and dangerous nego- 
tiations, 

‘When my: fecretary returned to Segovia, and 
made me acquainted with the fuccefs of his com- 
‘ miffion, I was replunged into the dire abyfs of 
be aaa in which I found myfelf the firft 

day ~ 


f 
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day of my imprifonment. I thought myfelf even 
ftill more unhappy, fince I had now no reafon to 
expect the protection of the duke of Lerma. My 
courage funk apace, and, notwithftanding all that 
they could fay to raife it again, I became a prey to 
the moft keen forrow, which threw me, by degrees, 
into a moft violent fever. 

Mr. Keeper, who interefted himfelf in my pre- 
fervation, imagining that he could not do better 
than call phyficians to my affiftance, brought two 
to vifftt me, who, by their appearance, feemed 
zealous minifters of the goddefs Libitina *. ‘‘ Sig- 
nior Gil Blas, (faid he, prefenting them to me) 
here are two Hippocrates’s come to fee you, they 
will fet you afoot again in a little time.”’ I was 
fo much prejudiced againft all manner of phyfici= 
ans, that I fhould have certainly given them a very 
bad reception, had I been in the leaft defirous of 
living ; but at that time I felt myfelf fo much tired 
of life, that I was glad Tordefillas had put me in- 
to their hands. 

“* Signior Cavalier, (faid one of thefe doétors to 
me) in the firft place, you muft repofe an entire 
confidence in our fkill.”’ ‘‘ I have a moft perfect 
dependence on it, (anfwered I:) with your affift- 
' ance, Iam very fure that, ina few days, I fhall 
be cured of all my diftempers.” ‘‘ Yes, (he re- 
plied) with God’s help, you fhall. At leaft, we 
will do our endeavour for that purpofe,”” Thefe 
gentlemen actually behaved to a miracle, and put 
me into fuch a good way, that I was vifibly 
pofting to the other world, Don Andrea defpair- 
ing of my recovery, had already fent for a Fran- 
cifcan friar, to prepare me for my end. The 


® The goddef who prefides over funerals, 
‘good 
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good father having done his duty, had already re- 
tired ; and I myfelf believing that my laft hour. 
approached, beckoned Scipio to the bed-fide, 
“* My dear friend, (faid I to him, with a faint 
voice, fo much was I enfeebled by the medicines 
Ihad taken, and the bleedings I had undergone) 
I leave to thet one of the bags which are at Ga. 
briel’s houfe, and conjure thee to carry the other 
into the Afturies, to my father and mother, who 
muft have‘ great occafion for it, if they be ftill 
alive, But, alas! I fear they could not bear up 
againft my ingratitude: the report which, doubt. 
lefs, Mufcada made‘to them of my hard-hearted- 
nefs, has, perhaps, occafioned their death. If hea- 
ven hath preferved them, in fpite of the indiffer- 
ence with which I requited their affe€tion, give 
‘them the bag of doubloons, and beg them, from 
me, to pardon my unnatural behaviour, If they 
‘are no more, I charge thee to employ the money, 
‘in caufing prayers to be put-up for the repofe of 
their fouls and mine.’? So faying, I ftretched 
eut my hand, which he bathed with his tears, 
' without being able to anfwer one word ; fo much 
was the poor young man afflifted at the profpec& 
‘of lofing me. This proves that the tears of an 
heir are not always the tears of joy difguifed. 

I lay thus, in expedlation of my exit: but I 
«ras baulked. My doétors having abandoned me, 
left the field free to nature, I-was faved by their 
defertion. The fever, which, according- to their - 
prognoftic, was to carry me off, quitted me im- 
mediately, as if it intended to give them the lye. 
¥ recovered gradually, and by the greateft good 
luck in the world, a perfe@ tranquillity of mind 
was the fruit of my difeafe. Ithen had no need 
of confolation: 1 entertained for riches and ho- 

nours 
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nours all the contempt which the opinion of ap- 
proaching death had made me conceive; and now 
reftored, as it were, to myfelf, bleffed my misfor- 

tune. I thanked heaven for it, as for a particular 
favour, and firmly refolved never to return to 

court, even if the duke of Lerma fhould recal me, 

I propofed, rather, if ever I fhould be releafed, to 
purchafe a cottage, and livein it like a philofopher, 

- My confident approved of my defign, and told 

me, that, in order to haften the execution of it, 

he intended to go and folicit my enlargement at 
Madrid. ‘‘ There is a thing come into my head, 
(added he.) I know a perfon that carn ferve you, 

She is the favourite waiting-woman of the prince’s 

nurfe, and a girl of underftanding. I will make 

her apply to her miftrefs in your behalf; and will 
attempt every thing to get you out of this tower, 

| whieh is ftill a prifon, notwithftanding the good 
5 treatment you receive in it.’” ‘‘ Thou art in the 
right, (anfwered I;) go, my friend, and begin this 
Negotiation, without lofs of time. Would to heas 

| ven we were already in our retreat!” 


CHAP. FX. 

Scipio returns to Madrid, and procures the enlargement 
of Gil Blas, on certain conditions, What courfe 
they fieer together, when they leave the tower of See 
govia, and the converfation that paffes between them, 


€CIPIO fet out once more for Madrid ; and I, in 
expectation of his return, applied myfelf to 
reading, being furnifhed with more books than I 
wanted, by Tordefillas, who borrowed them from 
an old commander that could not read, though he 
had a fine library, to maintain the appearance of 
a literati, I loved, in particular, good works of 
: mae 
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morality, becaufe I found in them, every moment, 
paffages that flattered my averfion for the court, 
and my inclination for folitude.: 

I fpent three weeks, without hearing a fylJable 
of my agent, who at length returned, and {aid to 
me with a gay air, “‘ This time, Signior de San- 
tillane, I bring good news ; madam the nurfe in- 
terefts herfelf in your bebalf. Her maid, at my 
intreaty, in confideration of an hundred -piftoles 
that I have configned to her, has been fo generous 
as to engage her to beg yeur releafe of the prince 
of Spain; and that prince, who, as I have already 
obferved, can refufe her nothing, has promifed to 
afk it of the king his father. I am come hither 
in a hurry, to apprize you of it, and fhall re- 
turn immediately, to put the finifhing: ftroke to 


_ the work.’’ So faying, he ‘left me, and went 


back to court. 7‘. 

His third trip was not of long duration. In 
eight days my man returned, and told me, that 
the prince had, not without difficulty, obtained 
my releafe. This piece of information was con- 
firmed the fame day by Mr. Keeper, who em- 
braced me, faying, “‘ My dear Gil Blas, thank 
heaven! you are free! the gates of thjg prifon are 
open to you; but upon two condjtions, which 
perhaps, will give you a great deal of pain, and 
which I am obliged to inform you of, though not 
without regret. His majefty forbids you to ap- 
pear at court, and orders you to quit the kingdom 
of Caftile, ina month. I am very much morti- 
fied that you are prohibited from going to court.”” 
** And I am overjoyed at it, (I replied :) God 
knows what my opinion of it is. I expected but 
one favour from the king, and J have received 
BWA.” 


Being 
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Being affured that I was no longer prifoner, I 
hired two mules; which my confident and I 
mounted next day, after having bid adieu to Co- 
gollos, and returned a thoufand thanks to Torde- 
fillas, for all the marks of friendfhip I had received 
at his hands, - We fet out merrily for Madrid, td 
retrieve, from the hands of Signior Gabriel, our 
two bags, in each of which were five hundred — 
doubloons. My affociate faid to me by the way, 
** If we are not rich enough to buy a magnificent 
eftate, we can, at leaft, purchafe a commodious 
one.” ‘So we had but a hut, (anfwered I) I 
fhould be fatisfied with my condition: for, though 
I am fcarce in the middle of my career, I feel my« 
felf quite detached from the world, and intend, 
for the future, to live for myfelf only, Befides, I 
mutt tell thee, I have formed an inchanting idea 
of a country life, the pleafures of which I enjoy 
by anticipation. Methinks I already behold the 
enamelled meads, hear the nightingales fing, and 
the brooks murmur. Sometimes I divert myfelf 
in hunting, arid fometimes in fifhing. Imagine to 
thyfelf, my friend, all the different pleafures that 
await us in folitude, arid thou wilt be as much 
charmed with it as Iam. With regard to eating, 
the moft fimple nourifhment is the beft. A mor- 
fel of bread may fatisfy us when we are hungry, 
and the appetite with which we eat it, will make | 
as think it excellent food. The pleafure does not 
confift in the quality of exquifite difhes, but cen- 
ters wholly in ourfelves ; and this is fo true, that 
the moft delicious of my meals ate not thofe in 


-which the greateft delicacy and abundance reign. 


Frugality is a fource of delights, and wonderfully 
conducive to health. 


Vos, III, Y , _ 6 By 
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<< By your leave, (Sjgnior Gil Blas, faid my fe- 
cretary, interrupting me) Jam not altogether of 
your opinion, with regard to the pretended frugality 
you praife fo. much. Why fhould we live like 
Diogenes? if we indulge our appetites a little, 
we fhall not find ourfelves a bit the worfe for it,. 
Take my advice, and fince we’ have, thank God, 
wherewithal to render our retreat agreeable, let us 
not make it the habitation of hunger and poverty. 
As foon as we thall have got poffeffion of our land, 
we mutt fortify our houfe with good wines, and 
ail other provifions fuitable to people of tafte, who 
do not quit. the commerce of mankind, with a 
view of renouncing the conveniencies of life ; but 
rather to enjoy them with more tranquillity. 
<¢ ‘That which. a.man has in his honfe (fays Hefiod) 
never hurts him ; whereas, that which he,has not, 
may.. It. is better (adds the fame author) for a man 
to have all things neceffary in his poffeffion, than 
infhiiswifhonly.” =. i. 
. € How the devil! Mr, Scipio, (cried I). come you 
to. know the Greek poets? Ha!-where did you: 
pick up acquaintance with Hefiod?” “ In the 
‘foufe.of.a learned man, (he replied.) I ferved a. 
pedant at Salamanca fome time, He was a great 
commentator, and would tofs youup a large volume 
jn -a. twinkling, compofed of Hebrew,. Greek and 
Latin quotations, taken from books in his library, 
and tranflated into the Caftilian tongue. As I was 
his amanvenfis, I retained in my memory a great, 
~ yumber of fentences, as remarkable as that which; 
¥ repeated.””. ‘* If that,be the cafe, (faid I). your 
ynemory is well garnifhed. But, to return to our 
{cheme,. ip what kingdom of Spain do -you think 
we fhould eftablifth our philofophical .refidence ?*% 
{§ I vote for Arragon, (replied my confident) we 
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will there find charming fpots, where we may 
lead a delicious life.” ‘* Well, (faid I) be it fo. 
Let us fix in'Artagori, I confent to the propofal ; 
and I with we may there find a place of abode, that 
sill afford all thofe, pleafures, with which I féaft 
my imagination.”” 


| CHAP, xX. 
Their behaviour at Madrid, Gil Blas meets a certain 
perfor in the fireet, The confequence of that meets 


7 ing. 


HEN we arrived at Madrid, we alighted at 

a fmall houfe, whete Scipio had lodged in 

his expeditions ; and the firft thing we did, was 
to repair to Salero, in order to retrieve our doub- 
loons, He gave us a very civil reception, and 
exprefied a good deal of joy at feeing me at liberty. 
*T proteft fo you, (faid he) I was fo much af- 
feted with your misfortune, that I conceived a 
difguft at all alhances with courtiers, their fortunes 
are fo uncertain ; and therefore, gave my daughtet 
Gabriela in marriage to a wealthy merchant.” 
°° You were in the right, (anfwered I :) for befides, 
that this match is more folid, a citizen, who marries 
his daughter to a man of quality, has not always 
reafon to be fatisfied with poniteet his fon-in« 

law. ey 

- Then fhifting the fubje&, and coming to the 

purpofe, “* Signior Gabriel, (added I) be fo good, 
if you pleafe, as to deliver the two thoufatil pi- 
ftoles, which’’----- “Your money is ready for you,”*® 
faid the goldfmith, interrupting .me) and conduét- 
ing us into his clofet, fhewed-us the two bags, 
with notes upon them, containing thefe words : 
“* Thefe bags of doubloons belong to Signior Gil | 
Ya Blas 
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Blas de. Santillane.””. ‘ There they are, (faid he) 
yuft as they were committed to my care.”’ 

I thanked Salero for the fervice. ‘he had done 
me; and very well confoled for the lofs of his 
daughter, carried the bags home, where we began 
to examine our double piftoles, The tale was juft, 
after having dedudted about fifty, which had been 
‘employed to procure my enlargement. Our fole 
ftudy now, was to put ourfelves in a condition to 
depart for Arragon. My fecretary undertook to 
buy achaife andtwo mules, and I provided our- 
felves with cloaths and linen, While I was going 
from one place to another in the ftreets, bargain- 
ing for what I wanted, J met Baron Steinbach, 
that officer of the German guards, in whofe houfe 
Don Alphonfo had been brought up. - 

I faluted that cavalier, who knowing me alfo, 
came and embraced me with great affeGtion, “J 
am extremely glad (faid I to him) to fee your 
lordthip in fuch good health, and to find at the 
fame time an opportunity of hearing of Don Cefar 
and Don Alphonfo de Leyva.” “ Ican give you 
a certain account of them both, (ahf{wered he) for 
they are now actually at Madrid, and lodge in my 
houfe. About three months ago they: came to town 
to thank his majefty for a poft which Don Alphon- 
fo has received, in confideration of the fervices 
which his anceftors had done the ftate. He is 

made governor of the city of Valencia, without 


having afked the place, or even defired any body- 


to foljcit for him. Nothing can be more generous : 
and this fhews that our monarch delights in re- 
compenii ing valour,”’ 

Though I knew much better than the Baron de 
Steinbach what the true motive was, I did not 
feem to know any thing of the matter ; but ex- 

prefied 


~~ 
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preffed fuch a vehement defire to falute my old 
matters, that, in order to fatisfy me, he carried 
me home with him immediately. I was curious 
to try Don Alphonfo, and judge, by the reception 
I fthould meet with ffom him, whether or no he 
had any remains of affe@ion for me. I found 
him in a hall, playing at chefs with the barogefs ; 
and as foon as he perceived me, he quitted the game, 
got up, and advancing towards me with tranfport, 
preffed my head within his arms, faying, with 
marks of real joy, °* Santillane, have J found you 
again! I am overjoyed at meeting with you! it 
was not my fault that ever we parted: for, I de- 
fired you, if you remember, not to leave the caftle 
of Leyva. You had no regard to my requeft 3 
but I am far from being angry with you on that 
account, J am even beholden to you, for the mce 
tive of your retreat. But, fince that time, you 
ought to have let me hear from you, and fpared 


me the trouble of fending in vain, to find you at 


Grenada, where Don Fernando, my brother-in- 
law wrote me, you was.”” 

After this gentle reproach, he continued, Tell 
me what your bufinefs is at Madrid. You ‘have, I 
fuppofe, fome employment here. Be affured that 
I fhare as much as ever in what concerns you,”’ 
‘* Signior, (anfwered I) fomething lefs than four 
months ago, I filled a pretty confiderable poft at 
court ; having had the honour to be fecretary and 
confident to the duke of Lerma,”” ‘Is it pof- 
fible! (cried Don Alphonfo, with extreme aftonifh- 


’ ment) what! was you in the confidence of the 


prime minifter?"" ‘SI gained his favour, (faid I) 
and loft it in the mgnner you fhall hear,” J then 
recounted the whole ftory, and ended my narra- 
tion with the refolution I had taken, to buys sires 


} 
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the flender remains of my paft profperity, a cote 
tage, in which I propofed to lead a retired life, 


The fon of Don Cefar having liftened very atten. 


tively, replied, ‘‘ My dear Gil Blas, you know I 
always loved you. You fall be the fport of for 
tuite no more, I will deliver you from her power, 
by making you matter of an eftate, ‘which fhe can- 
mot deprive you of. - Since you defign to live in 
the country, I beftow upon you a fmall farm, 
which we have hatd by Lirias, about four leagues 
from Valencia, You know the place, and it is a 
prefent which we are in a condition of making, 
without incommoding ourfelves in the leaft, If 
dare anfwer for my father’s confent, and know 
that it will give great pleafure to Seraphina.”’ 


' I threw myfelf at the feet of Don Alphonfo, who | 


immediately raifed me up, I kiffed his hand, 
and ‘more charmed with the goodnefs of his heart, 
than with the value of his favour,  Signior, (faid 
3) your behaviour enchants me, The prefent 


which you make, is the more agreeable, as it - 


precedes the knowledge of a piece of fervice 
which I did you: and I would rather owe it to 
your genérofity than to your acknowledgement.”* 
My governor was a liftle furprized at my dif- 
eourfe, and did riot fail to afk what this pretended 
fervice was. I told him; and the information re- 
doubled his furprize. He, as well as the Baron 
de Steinbach, was far from thinking that the go- 
vernment of the city: of Valencia had been be- 


ftowed upori him’ by my intereft. Neverthelefs, - 


as he could not doubt my veracity ; ‘* Gil Blas, 
(faid he) fince I owe my poft-to you, I don’t in- 
tend to confine my gratuity-to the little farm of 
Lirias, I:will give you along with it two thoufand 
ducats yearly,” : 

| ** Hale 
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*¢ Halt there, Signior Don Alphonfo, (faid F, 
interrupting him) don’t awake my avarice, I have 
too well experienced, that riches ferve only to cor- 
rupt my morals. I accept, with all my. heart, 
your farm of Lirias, where I will live comfortably 
with the money which I have already in my pof-. 
feifion. But that is futficient; and far from defiring 
more, I would rather confent to lofe the fuperfluity 
of what I poffefs. Riches are a burden to. one in 
retirement, who feeks only to enjoy quiet.” 

While we converfed in this manner, Don Cefar 
coming in, expreffed as much joy at feeing me 
as his fon had done -before ; and when he under-~ 
ftood the obligation which his family lay under to 
me, he preffed me to accept the annuity, which F 
again refufed. In fhort, the father and fon carried 
me inftantly to a notary’s honfe, where they caufed 
a deed of gift to be made out, and figned it with 
more pleafure than they would have felt in fign- 
ing a deed to their. own advantage. When it was 
executed, they put it into my hand, faying,. The 
farm of Lirias was no longer theirs, and that 5 


might go and take poffeffion of it, when I would, 


They then went back to the houfe of Baron de. 
Steinbach, and I flew to our lodgings, where my. 
fecretary was ravifhed with admiration, when § 
informed him, that we had an eftate in the king- 
dom of Valencia, and recounted..in what manner. 
I had made this acquifition. ‘‘ How much (faid 
he) may this fmall domain ‘be worth?” “ Five 
hundred ducats per annum, (I replied) and Ican 
affure thee, it is a lovely folitude, which I know 
perfetly well, having been there feveral times, in 
quality of fteward to the lords of Leyva. It is a 
{mall heufe on the borders of the Guadalaviar, in 
a ; a 
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a hamlet of five or fix houfes, and in the midft of 


‘a charming country,” 


“© What pleafes me ftill more in it, (cried Sci« 
pio) is, that we fhall have fine venifons with wine 
of Benicarlo, and excellent mufcadiné. Come, 
mmafter, let us make hafte to quit the world, and 
gain our hermitage.” “I long as much as thou 
doett to be there, (I replied) but I muft firft make 


‘a tour to the Afturias. My parents are there in 


no very agreeable fituation ; and I intend to con- 
duct them to Lirias, where they will pafs the re- 
mainder of their days in quiet. Heaven, perhaps; 
has granted me this afylum, on purpofe to receive’ 
them, arid would punith me, if I failed in my 


duty.” Scipio approved very much of my defign; 


and even excited me to put it in execution. ‘ Let 


_ ws lofe no time, (faid he) I have already feeured 2 
 chaife, let us buy mules immediately, and fet out 


for Oviedo.” ‘ Yes, my friend, (I replied) let 
us depart as foon as we can, I think it my in- 
difpenfible duty, to fhare the fweets of my re- 
tirement with the authors of my being, Our 
journey will not be long. We fhall foon fee’our- 
felves fettled in our hamlet, where, when I arrive, 


- E will write over the door of my houfe, thefe twe- 


_ Latin verfes, in letters of gold : 


e 


- Inveni portam. Spes & fortuna valete, 


“Sat me lufiftis, ludite nunc alios, 
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